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Xn ,u, n&m ven s0ng VAm C6, nhnm khric voi sOng(r).

MQt con dudng cdi l6n chay ddi giria x[ tr&i cdt vAng
min mAng, hai bOn um ttm nhting dta vA mQt it cAy

trdi khdc, nhiEu nhut li mdng chu vi vu sta. Vb phla
tAy, d6i diQn voi con s6ng li ruQng hia. Xa hon nia lA
tlbng c6 ThAp Mudi xanh thAm vA m0nh m6ng nhu
biBn, ndi liEn v&i chAn trdi luc nio ciing md mit nhu
bdc kh6i. Ehu con dudng crii, vb huong bhc lI dinh 6ng
H6, mQt gian nhi vuOng vuc lgp ng6i, cQt l6n hon 6m
tay, tdi nhfrng nlrn tl6 de db nAt hhu hdt, chl cdn lai
xung quatrh nhiing ciy xoAi tang rQng lAm ch6 nghi
mAt cho bgn tr6 chln trAu. SAn dtnh chay dai ra toi
ngoili bd ruQng, c6 chi mgc dAy, trAu bd gifim hang
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ngiy ml ltic nr\o crlng xnnh mnot. Vb phia nnn, cilng
thud<; dia phirn cfrr xd la xoin <Nhti Ngoir,, ngtro'i &
do n ru sdng tirch riing hirn :.a, chi thify thuo,ng xuy€n
di vE vdi cho' linh cho ii biio'c chAn viro xE l[m. Xl
kh6r:g co cho, khdng c6 nh;i may, khdng co cfr nhfi'ng
ti0rn budn brin lrii v{t thuclng thdy & cac noi. Tru6c
cAch mqng, xi kh6ng co trno'ng hgc. TrE con nhfi'ng
uim do ngo:ii viCc chln trAu chi c6 rong chcri. Chung
gi6i ,tro ddng md cfing - gi6i phe i:in, sudt ngAy chqy
rong ngoai ddng hoflc suc siro trong cAc vu<ln, toc chdy
niin6;vdng nhu l0ng bd.

DiLn x[ hhu hdt lA n6ng drin, nhA c{t dc.rc theo hai bOn
duo'rg c{i lon, cfra ngd ra s6ng, trtr6'c cira trbng rdt
nhiEu bdng trar-g vi bdng huQ(l), phia sau lI chubng
trrlu chubng bo, cAy rom, giAn rair, gidn hanh. Edi nhi
co rruong nuOi cA. Cdc sAn nhd ng[n c6c]r nhau bing
mr.)t htrng rio bdng blrt(e), nhrng do tr6 con vir gia sric
qua l4i nhibu ndn co it nhirt li ndm biy cfta th6ng
uhal. HXng ngd.v, x[ vang I6n ti6ng trAu bo khua l6c
ctic, tidng nguoi n6i chuydn, kdu ggi nhau, tidng tr6
con ch4y gi&n la thdt ngoAi dud'ng; t5[ cfr hda lAu voi
ti6ng con sdng chiy ri rhm, tidng song lua s6ng c6 rl
rho tu dbng xa v&ng lai thirnh rnQt diqu nhac vua bubn
bd urla Crn dfu. NSng l0n, miri phAn trfiu phdn hd b6c
I6n hlng ngai ngAi vi mQt lhn hoi nuo'c phfi mQt lOp
mo llro tr0n m{l. ruQng, m6ng nhu hoi slrong.

B h6ch cIi duirng mu6n ghd qua xi tdi, dhu ti6n chi
nhin thdy bong cAy rla cao truoc cfra tlinh 6ng FIb. Ktri ;
bu,ic chAn vAo ruQng lua, khrlch m6'i nhin thdy mQt.
vdi rnhi nhd, cAy ro'rn Io ldn trdn nhff'ng 'ruon cAy [n
tr6 . I(hdng co gi co v6 don mo'i lihAch ci, trir bon tr6

( l) IIo,r nti,t tici t ui ltott lttti
It) IIo,t tlim b1t.
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chfin trAu bu tldn rdt dOng. Chirng nhin lihrich v6'i v(r
xoi mdi, co khi th6 l5 nfra, nhung duq: cii chung
sE r{t nhiQt tinh gitp dd' khAch trong b[t cit chuyQn
gl. - < T6i nhi ai, h& Ong? Ydy thi di lq di, cit IQi
d4i xuting btn... >. Nhu rnQt hhy chim, chung vu di
tludc, dua cli dhu d[ toi no'i du'ng cho', du'a cli cu6i
cdn nhm tay khdch buo'c di xiOu veo ngoiri bd ruQng.
Edm d6 khach ngfi lni nhA ngudi quen (ghn hay xa, hay
chi tlugc gioi thi6u thdi), nHrn trdn bQ vAn gd tap tr6i
chidu lAt, 5n b&a ccym ndu vdi vdi td canh rau h6i sau
vubn, md c[ kho luc niro cflng c6 s[n trong nhd, udng
chdn nuoc ndu b5ng trdi m[ng chu sdng sao ving. Trbi
cdn s6'm, kh6ch con chuyQn vln n[m ba cAu voi chfi
nhir, chuy6n mta mAng, thd'i ti6t, chuyQn mhn [n kh6
khdn ch6 niy ch5 khac d6i bOn co dip nghe thdy
duo'c. Trucyc khi chcrp ngfi, khach sG tu nhtr, in cfing
li mQt ddm binh thuong nhu bdt cu & mQt xd thdn qud
niro, vi cflng khdng khac chi xfl quO huong, ncyi chdn
nhau c[t run cira kh6ch li mdy.

Nhung chuyQn do it xfiy ra & xd tdi l5m. Nhu t6i dd
kE tren, x[ tdi & nhXrn khric voi sdng, ntiu kh0ng c6
chuyQn chi chn thi6t, khach sE chiu kh6 di t6t ngotri
clbng xa, theo mQt con dud'ng khac ndi libn trai xi hai
bOn trt phu hcrn x[ tdi nhi6u. Tu d6 nhin vb xH. tdi,
khAch chi thdy lo'mrv mOt miu xanh, hh6ng ddm kf
tuirng dAu ld ven la b€n sdng. Ei vdy, xil tdi lai qud
nghdo, khdng mQt n6c nhi ng<)i (tru clinh 6ng I{6 tIE
rlb nAt vi x6m nhi ngoi & tintr ra ngotri nhu dd n6i),
kirdng mQt cAy ro'm cao hon n6c nhtr, rh vudn tugc
c.Ay trdi thi khdng xanh hon ven 16 dti'a nudc bdn bU
sOng. Coi trong bin db, xd tdi nhu mdt hut gifra IEn
dli sdng Yim C6 vi vQt xanh lon dbng c6 Thap Mud'i.
Nhrr li mOt xi moc tr{i ch5, bi b6 qudn di. N5m qua thdng
l4i, xE tt thdy khnch b0 hAnh vidng tlrlm, xubng ghe,
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tAu b0 khdng thdy ghe. Ndng dAn trong xd lhm 6n
tlhu tfrt m{t tdi ci doi dinh deo voi thfra ruQng, con
trAu cAi ciry, ch&ng di dAu xa hon sAn dinh Ong H8,
ch&r g thf;y dAu xa hcvn ddng s0ng Vam C6, c6nh dbng
Thr{c l\Iuoi. Nhip s6ng n6i chung dbu d[n, bubn t6,
nhu gigt ntroc nh6 rlbu tti mAi tranh.

Co phli do vfy mA dAn xd tOi dAm ra hiEn linh chflng?

M)t chuyQn xua cdn in mdi trong dhu 6c non tr6 cta
t6i. MQt ngAy trong nhfrng ngdy v&i nhip s6ng dbu d{n
nhu vflyr c6 mQt tOn du c6n d6n gAy srf vrvi dAn xfl t0i.
Ed A mQt tdn du cdn m{t den, t6c 16 tre, tq xung lA &
miQ:Bfi,yNui, kdo theo mQt dr{m tay chf,n chm toin
dao dAu voi bua ta. Yua v6 t0i xii, nd di x6c t&i tru&c
cria tlinh 6ng H6, ncri nh&ng ngudi gii xE tOi thudng
tu tlp, dung chdng n4nh tay n6i ch6 vtro:

-. Che, lAu nay chua dgng tr6n nAo, ngua ngAy tay
chAn quA. Nhung dAn xd Nhcrn Hoa nhy toiln li ddng
h9 r th6 > khOng mi, ddnh lQn cdi m9 gt.

Tdi hic d6 dang cirng bon tr6 ch[n trAu b6 cgng dd
lAm cd, ldy birn b6i m{t chcri trd danh giflc gil ngoAi
dbrLg, th{y v{y, vQi tuQt xu6ng kh6i lung trflu chay v0
nup gdc xoii dom coi. Tdn du cdn n6i vria dut ldi, c6c
ngtrdi gil x[ tOi tu trong dinh khoan thai buoc ra. Rbi
6ng; Tu Hai giii dinh, ngubi cao nidn nhut cfia xii,
buric toi dung trucrc m{t tdn du cOn cdt gigng tu
t6n n6i:

-- PhAi, dAn xE Nhon Hda nily chflng bidt dAnh lQn
dtrrh lao chi dAu ! Kinh llo dhc thgrrr, nguoi ln khich
ph'rcrng xa ddn, trudc hfly v0 udng chdn trA vdi ngudi
giA & dAy cdi'dE.
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T3n du c6n cl-ri tinh chu;'Qn gay su thdy vfy chu-ng
hitr g. No dirng lo I{o 'nQt hbi khdng bii[ lnm gi htrn,
khortL tav kOu d6m tav chAn:

- tf, if,i vO udng biy nidng nuoc di tui bAy, dinh
chtra chcv hang cop sao mi scr.

Rbi luc trrc du'a tnr6'c dua sau, chung hdo di vd khudt
sau c6nh cfra g5 lnn. Chung vu'a di khudt, bgn tr6 chirn
trit chung tdi dua rnXt nhin nhau cud'i: chung tdi biSt
chuydn gi sE xiy ra r6i. Qu& nhi0n, chi l6t sau thdy
chung luc tuc kdo tr& ra, rnf,t drjra ndo du'a ndy cfing
hhn hu ch&ng hhAc ltic di vio. Toi sAn, tdn du c,5n
quay lni thdt l:ho dam tay chAn, cfing clhy dfr dao ddu
vo'i b[ra ta:

-- Ei tim thXng cai tbng l(i6t, tui bAy !

(lai tbng l(idt L\ ten dia chfr ac bA 6' xi tdi, nh:\ &
x6rn Nhil Ng6i. N6 thurrng hay tb chu'c xiri giuc nguo'i
xd niy d6nh nhau vo'i ngrtrri xi khac l[m. Chinh hdrn
do no xui tdn du cdn Bly Nrii ddn gny su vdi ddn xd tdi.

1'& d6 vb sau khdng thdv co bon du cOn nio ddn giy
sq vdi ddn xd tdi nfra.

I{hung cflng bht dhu mQt cuQc < nOi chi6n > khdng
kdrn phhn Ac IiQt xiy ra trong bgn tr6 nit chtng tOi.

-!lOn cai tbng I(i6t tu ngAy bi tdn du cOn Biy Nui
c ph6n thtrng > tr& lai nhu' vty dim ra titc ttii d[' l6m.
Kh0ng c6 cach gi ldi kio bon du cdn d6n gAy su v<vi

dA r xd tdi nfra, n6 quay ra xti dAm tr6 nit trong xom
Nkn Ng6i cira no giry chuydn d6nh nhau voi bgn tr6
chin trAu chung tdi. Tdn cai tbng I(idt c6 hai dua con
trei t6nh tinh rdt phdch l6i, le <thir linh> dam con nit
x6m Nhi Ng6i. VAi ha ngiry mQt lhn, chung din ra bdn
ki,r cdrnh d6ng, gd thung thi6c, t5ng [r'e < hhi0u chidn >

v6i bcn chfng t0i, - < E, tui thXng IIi6n cleo duei trAu
chi hoAi viy, ra dny thfr su'c di ! ,r C'lhng bi6t r'6 toi le.

dr"a < chi iruy > bdn nly nOn cu nhd tin tdi ma rdo. -
I



< Di, l.ui b1y t Sq chi tui n6 >. 'I'6i vfta n6i vu'a tnQt xuilng
kh6i lung trftu trr tfp darn tr6 ch[n triiu iai truoc sin
ilinh 6ng Hb. 'I rro'nr; ngiy tdi ldt gndt ckim con nit bOn
x6nr NhA Ngoi d6. < CAi tui mi,rt tr[ng di riu'ng ybu diQu
niru con gai, noi nlng thi chAm choc nhrr bon con budn >.

TOi thttcrng < tuydn truybn r trong t16m tr6 ch[n trAu tqri
t6i. ( Scr chi tui n6 ! ), t6i la l6n khi nghe ti6ng thHng
Dcri, va sau d6 khdng bi6t n6i gi hon, tdi leo rlung xbng
lung tr0n lung trAu qudt dey giim (r) vut ali lOn trunc.
Bgn tr6 chirn trAu kh6ng dnp lai lcyi nlo, nhung trAu t6i
vua phdng di ln chung dd n6i dudi theo khdng thi6u mQt
dua nao.

Edi b0n g6p nhau & mQt noi goi li SAn Cd. & d6,
rnria nEng mta mua dbu co co tu tdp rdt nhi6u. Khi
ddi bdn kio toi, nhfrng con cd bao gio cfing bay vb phia
chung tdi: Chung thich diu l6n lung trAu lim dim ph<ri
n6ng ho{c rinh kidm nhfi'ng t[m cri. - < Bfra nay dAnh
theo ki6a nio ddy >, thXng Dcvi, clu'a con thu hai cira cai
tbng l(i6t xdng ra trudc ti0n, quirt lon. Chung tOi khdng
thdm trfi loi gi c&, binh thin ngbi b6t xudng bIi c6, lat
ccrm g6i trong-mo nang ra [n. Bgn chung thdy vdy cAng
dAm tuc hon n&a, nhung cfing chi bi6t dung lcy lAo mir
thdi. An corn xong, gifi sach mo nang, kio Ao chui miQng
chn thdn, chfng t0i bfft thinh linh bdt d{y, qucr mo
nang xdng vao qudt tqi n6 tui brri.

'frfn < Ac chidn > kdo dAi cho t6'i khi c6 mQt bOn chlu
thua, b6 ch4y.

Thubng lh chung tdi th6ng trin. Ben chung ta ddn
hgc tro it lao dQng, tay chin chi c6 chm vidt (:), chm
dfla vdi ngiy hai bubi di trubng, chring khdng lim sao
ddnh bai trri Ldi, nh&ng dua tr6 tu'hic I6n bfiy lin tAm

(l) Ddil buQc mili lrtut
Q) Bil,
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clE bidt leo l€n lung trAu n5m du0i qudt chay nhu bay
r6i. Nhung cfing c6 thn chring tOi chiu ( th{t trAn >. Ed
li rhfrng lhn chung kdo tdi ddng qu6, chfng tOi ph&i
mQl choi tcyi ba, bdn. Tuy v{y, lhn ndo chung tdi cfing
c urrg thidn > c[, cu dAnh cho toi khi nAo < d'*6i ) que
m0j ph6ng lOn lung trAu ch4y dir

Dhn dhn vb sau chtng tdi cu phli chiu ( th{t trdn >

lu0rr. Chung tdi khdng phAi mQt chei ba, b6n n&a, mil
t&i rr[m, sAu. NOn thudng qua vtri ( hiep r chung tOi.dd ng6
d6o drlc tirn lung trAu rbi. Tuy v6y chung tdi khdng hb
thd.' sdn long chut ntro, cdng ngdy cAng thdm hdng nfra
ln khrlc. Chung cu kdo tdi cing tl6ng thi chung tdi lai cing
mu(in mau duqc xdng vAo qudt mo nang vio m{t chring.
Lric d6 t6i chua dri tri khdn dE hi6u tai sao lai nhu vfly,
tai sao gitia ngudi l0n vdi nhau, du xa la mdy, ngudi
ta ciing co thB giing hda ducrc, con trong ctrng mQt xii
bgn trd nit chung tOi chi c6 d6nh nhau chi ch6t mtr thOi.
Nhung trong thAm tAm, t6i clm th6v nhu vdy In dring,
rXn.l gita chung tOi voi tui con nit xom Nhe Ngdi thl
sq hibm thir chi c6 m6i ngly mQt tdng mil thOi.

Nh&ng n5m sau ctrng, c6c trdn dAnh xly ra rdt ngEn,
churg tdi chi thua ccr qudt chring m$t vAi cAi rbi chay
ngaf. EE vfy, nhibu khi chung tOi cdn khdng chay
tholt: nhibu lhn c6 dua trong bgn chung tdi bi bgn
chtng b5t ducrc. Chung cho treo <t6n tu nhon> l6n,
drlng dAy thht lung danh cho ddn khi nAo chiu noi < dhu
hing > moi tha. Th'ucrng khOng c6 dua ntro trong bgn
chung tdi chiu n6i < dhu hring > c&, ndn ph&i chiu cho
chri rg ddnh ddn ngdt di.

T,'ong bon chring tOi, tdi li dua bi < treo > nhu v$y
nhiiiu nhut. B&i tOi c6 suc, tl6nh mQt hic ph&i & lai sau
< cin hiu > cho a rlbng d0i ) toi chay thoit. Dao d6lA vdo
khoiing cudi nflm 56, dhu ndnr 57, tdn cai tbng Kidt kh6ng
bi6t dfin linh < qudc gia > & dAu vE d6ng mQt cai dbn
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g6n bEi c6 san cd. cdi dbn tri tI6 lam h6u thuf,n cho
tui tl,rfing Doi. Khi bgn trd chring tdi d6nh nhau, ben
linh trong'dbn kdo ra tlung vb phia tui thXng Dsi hd
hCt tl6c thuc, c6 khi cdn tidp tay chring, vAc gach ngdi
choi chring tOi nfra. Bgn thXng Dcri ducr. c th6 cing hung
h[ng d&, chung < khidu chidn> vdi chring t6i hXng ngAy,
vA khi bht duqc ngudi chung t6i thi treo dduh chl tri
vi giii cho ddn chiEu tdi mcri th[.

DO le nhfrng ndm e den t6i > cha tldi tOL

HOm d6 nhu thuUng 16, tdi bi tui thXng Doi b6t vA
ddnh cho ddn khi m{t troi sup xu6ng kh6i ngqn cAy
da tru0c crla dinh 6ng H6. ThXng Doi 1I dua ddnh t0i
sau crlng, tru0c khi b6 di no khOng qudn xd nrlt quhn
Ao tdi, m6c birn trdt l€n tlhu t6c t0i. 'fOi b! nhdt gi6 dhy
miQng, vdn cdn c6 ghm ghd:

- Rbi c6 ngiy mny bi6t tay taol
N6 di kh6i, t6i thdro dAy leo xu6ng di tim vting nu&c

rria m{t mAy tay chAn, but ra cQt chd quhn 6o bi rdch
rbi nhfrm hucrng dinh 6ng Hb b[ng tlbng lQi vb. Dao
d6 li vio nh&ng ngAy sa mua ddng, sOng VAm C6 s6ng
dbi cubu cuQn, chAn trdi mAy den dtn l6n m6i hic mQt
sA xudng thdp. Gi6 tii mAy trdi di nhu nudc ch6y,
c\8ng mfiy ch6c mAy den chodn ch0t c6 nbn trdi. Tung
trAng sdm kdo dAi hm i nhu vgng lqi tu dudi long ddt.
MOt dAn cd bay vE tr6 canh hdi h6, b6ng in thenh
nhtng chflm den trOn nEn trdi mf,y xdrm. TOi di mQt

tt
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mech vb t6'i dinh 6ng H6, tim mQt mucrng dua ngbi
niLp I4i. Toi scr duug phii tui tinh dbn SAn Co di tuhn
lhm. Chrinri lirng suc ma qui gi kh6ng bi6t,/'chd hd g4p
tui con nit chirn trAir chring tdi tlii b+t tai da dit qudn
th5i. [IQt hbi thdy ydn, tdi mcri nrril'ng m{y muong
dtra di v6. Luc do troi dii tdi lo milt rbi. Dqc hai b€n
dt:crng cai nhi nha dbu dong cira, tronq tdi den, ngoiri
ler lit ngon rldn d6 trdn.g nhu nhl co:tang vi5,. Co
ti(:ng cho sria rii rdc & cu6i xom. M6t trirng s[rng nb vu
vc'rbi t6t ngf;m, sau rlo vqng lai tidng lir khua ri rhm,
titing song v5 vao bfp dua lach chach. nlQt trAi phao
sing vot l6ntu'b6t canh treo dung dua, doi b6ng nhtng
tA'r dua in run rhy trdn rnflt tlfrt. C6 tidng xe rir may
pl.iia sau, tdi vQi nh&y xuting mdt ducrng muo ng db trdnh.
M )t chidc xe gidp chay t0'i nh&y chbm chbm trdn m{t
dtiong phun khoi xflng cay xd, phia trudc co hai thXng
si quan noi chuydn vo'i nhau cudi hd h5, phia sau,
thilng linh ngbi thong chin ra ngoAi v6 vAo thuug xe
ng hdu ngao cdu vgng c6: < Em Lan oi, em co tOi tinh
ci;i... > rbi gi{n d& phun < phet > nuoc midng, chuy6n
sang ca <tAn nhnc>: < Chibu mua bi6n gioi anh di vb
d6u...> Chi6c xe qua kh6i, tdi khdng darn cli ngoii
dr"'crng.l6n nfra, di lon theo mf,y muong dua. Chdc chdc,
t'r phii nh&y qua mQt muong nudc clhy. To.i sAn dinh
dng FI6, duo'i gdc cAy mt u, tdi b6ng th2[v th{p ['roirng
mr)t bon6; trfing nho nh6. Ngcr ttli i"hXng Doi col l6n
th,:o, tdi bdn dirng nrip viro mQt gdc xoii, rtit mo nang
ra tirfi sin, nqrt 16rr:

- Ai d6? Dri'ng ydn kh6ng tao qutlt rnot rno nang
bE dhu bAy gitr.

Edp I1i ld'i tdi khdng phli lA cii gir\n Lirun cfi:: llri
th in1 Doi, m\ lA tidng con ghi rl/rp li nhi:

- Ilm rliig mrr, Ern Ii\ Thirm cIdS,.
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A thi." con 'Iir.1rn, co-r thim l.lt Ttrl, nhtr o trtr,vc cfta
nhir tdi. No broc r.r ngodi <Iitng n'rin t6i clIm ri5m, h6i:

- Auh Hi0n tl6 phfri khdng? Anh di rIAu vb d6?
-- 'I'ao cli clAu mny h6i lhrn chi?
Tdi rnfc c& vi b0 quhn {o tlhy rcrm ra, mtt miy tay

chin lem ludc btn ddt ndn trA lbi t4t ngang nhu vfy.
Nhung sau d6 nhin con Thhm d[tng co ro b0n gdc xoiri,
dudi anh phao sAng, coi n6 cAng xanh xao, bQnh hoan,
tOi nhe loi n6i tidp:

- Mdy khdng vb nhi ri6t(1), tui linh tuhn bht gap denh
cbdt mAy bAy gio'.

- Linh tuhn em khdng sq.
Con Thhm dAp giong ngang bucrng nhu vdy, rbi cu

luhu quhn theo t6i hodi. Th{y viy, tdi db quau, n4t lcrn:

- Con nh6 niy kj quA. Vfy chcr mdy di dau vb d6?

- Em di ngoiri 6ng Tu vE.
Ong Tu lA Ong ngoai tOi. Ong lAm nghb ch[n vit tAu

& ngoai choi gifra dbng xa, con Th5m thttong ra d6
mang tr'[rng vit vb cho m6. no dem ra chg bdn. tsa n6 chdt
hbi khang chidn chdng Phap, md no bQnh hoan lu6n,
chi c6 budn bAn lflt v[t nhu vfy sdng dhp ddi qua ngey.
Nghe con Thhm rroi vdy, tdi suc nhd tdi chuyQn Ong
ngo4i teri hay rhy t6i vb viQc tdi thfi trAu di dAnh lQn
niy l$m ndn ngd'chung chirrh con ThEm nAy ra ngoAi
d6 mit(2) 6ng ngo4i tdi chd khdng ai kh6c. Tdi nghi
bung: < Vfly phli dAnh con nh6 niy mOt trAn m0i dnoc,
cho n6 ch*a cdi thoi 16o mdpte) d6 ). TOi buoc toi dung
sau g6c xoAi, ndi:

- Nhung tao h6i, mhy cu dd la chuyQn tao chi
hoAi v0y?

(1) Nlrunh.
(2) xtdch.
(3) Mdch I0o,
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- Anh di dAu em bi6t rbi. Anh di dAnh lon voi tui
thiing Doi, n6 ddnh anh r6ch hdt quhn do do phli khdng ?

- KQ tao.

- Anh cu gAy su vcri c6i tui qui .16 chi hoii vfy
khOng bidt nfi.a.

- Thi dn thua gi tcri mAy chd ?

- Ong Tu bi6t chuyQn sE drinh anh cho coi.

- Hdm rAy mAy dem chuydn tao danh lQn ra mdt
vdi 6ng ngoai tao d6 ph&i kh6ng?

'thoht mdt cdi, t6i chay vdng chup nfrm hai tay con
Tt 6m tr6i qu{t ra phia sau. Sfln c{i khXn choAng nh6
nd qufin trdn c6, tdi ldy cQt hai tay n6 l4i lu0n. TOi
ghm ghd:

- Ai bi6u miy ldo mdp chi vdy h& ? Tu rhy mdy c0
cdn vdy nfra kh6ng?

MQt tay tdi bum miQng n6, mQt, tay bfit dhu dAnh n6.
No chi dam kdu dau nho nh6 chd ch&ng dam kdu l0n.
Trry vfly, tdi vdn khdng budng n6 ra. TOi n6m ldy t6c
kdo ngfta m{t n6 ra du mo nang vao mflt n6. < Ai biEu
m Iy ldm < th6m bAo > hh ? TQi miy thl d6ng ( tri hinh )
bi5t khOng? ). N6 nhln tOi blng c{p mht dfim nuOc m6t.
Riii n6 nhin xu6ng bQ quhn 6o dhy rom ra cira tOi,
kt.6ng hi6u sao n6 b6ng bdt kh6c nuc n&.

Nghe 116 khoc, tq dung tOi thdy chdn n&n. Tdi bu0ng
nd' ra, n6i:

- Th6i lhn niy tao tha cho. Nhung mly cdn mdt
ntia lhn sau tao sd dflp chdt, nghe khOng?

N6 thOi kh6c, du,ng lai vu6t t6c, t6c n6 ngHn ng&n
ct8ng kh6c chi crli dudi ge bi tdi n[m xir l€n nhu cdi
chbi, no cu dung vu6t di vudt lai m6i. TOi thdy vfy
gtit qu6, nat l0n:

- MAy khdng vb cdn dring chi d6 ?

- Trdi t6i quA em kh0ng thdy du&ng.

- Vf,y theo tao df,y, con nh6 chdt nh6tl
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Tii adn n6 rli len l5i cJnc nhirng ngon tlcn dtr dA
trhr h bon linir di tuhrr. Cc,n 'l'hl'rm di theo sau tdi, im
thirh thich. Toi ciry ciiu dua bft qua con kinh n6i hai
nhi chung t0i, tdi du'ng lqri bfio n6:

-- Thdi rnAy vd nha di.
-- EA em ldy itdn roi cho anh qua chu.
-- Thdi, tao di thhm duoc rbi.
T6i qua toi bdn nAy chu quay lai con thdy n6 dttng

nhin theo. Tdi vQi b6 di ridt vb nhA.
16i xd cfi'a budc vd nha thdy ha mA tOi cdn thitc.

Ba t6i nlm trdn vin hul. thutic, ma tdi ngbi r5 quhn {o
du ii ngon ddn dhu lu mt. Th{y t6i bu6'c vA.o, ba tdi
ngrrdc nhin tOi, cdt gigng nghidm kh[c, h6i:

-- MIy di dAnh lQn vb d6 phfri khdng, Hi6n?

"l{a tOi ngucrc nhin tdi rbi crii xu6ng khE th& dAi. 'tdi tuy
bu:g d6i meo nhung khdng d[rn ho hd chi, leo 16rr nim
khranh m$t g6c v{n. Ba tdi ti6p tuc hirt thudc, phnn
khSi dhy nha. NIA t6i ngbi may, thinh thofrng giii quhn
Ao nghe sdt soat. Bdn bdn thft ydn tinh. NgoAi tidng xe
nhi binh thinh tho&ng ru m6y, tidng giAy-dinh bon linh
tuirn kdo rAo rqo trdn dud'ng, khdng cdn tidng gi khac.
Te i nXm ydn mdt hbi, vfta d6i, vila mQt, thiu thiu ngir.
BCng tdi nghe ba tdi budng ta5r ddnh (bqpD xudng
vAn, noi:

- C&nh sdng nhu vhy chua dfi khb hay sao mi miry
cdn di chu6c th€m tai hga vd nfl'a h/r Hidn ?

Tdi giut minh tinh dqy, nXrn im thinh thich. Ba tOi
qtrHng tdn thu6c thr\nh nrdt vong cl6 ra sAn, ho st sU

mQt trAng diri, rbi noi:

- n{ny khdng thdy ngon den d6 trudc nhil do sao?
Nhi minh bAy gio'ln Vi+t cQng, lA thAnh phhn bi theo
diii, mAy l;idt kh6ng? Tao di ldm dbng cfrng bi rintr rdp.
I\'Ia mAy ili buOn ngoii chq cfing c6 ngtro'i dom r:go.
Ngny dim tui no ki6rn soAt h6t thiy, ddn di ia cfing
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phAi xin phdp n&a. Th8ng cai tbng Kidt bAy gib Iil Ong
Ilum xd uiy, n6 rnuein gi6t ai thl gi6t, b6 tU ai thi b6
tri. v(iy mtr miy d{m tli kidm chuyQn dAnh lQn vni ddm
con n6. ilIay nhhm ddnh lai khdng chrr? Do, n6 mgc
th6rn mQt cAi dbn & bdi c6 SAn Co nira do. Mdy d6nh
thua khdng n6i gi, chd ddnh thHng, rucrt dugc dAm con
no, tui linh trong dbn so chi khOng thl cho tui rniy vAi
loat dan. Rbi chua kb n6 ddn dAy cdo nhd nhy, hof,c
cho chtt nubc son boi tten trudc cfta thi cting chrn bXng
nhu & tt mrtc xucrng thdi. Thi0t thAn phfn mlnh ch&ng
khic chi cd nim trdn th6't, dch nirm trong ro, mAy kh6ng
bi6t sao mA con di gay thdm chuyQn rfic rdi nfra cho?

Ba tdi cAng n6i gigng cdng thdm cay dhng. Bao n6i
udt ri"c, cuc nhuc vi cuoc s6ng bi kbm kgp, rip buc, dng
dugc dip ndy trut l6n dhu t0i hdt. Ba tdi vua dut lbi, mA
tOi dA ti6p li6n:

- Thdi noi chi cho m6c cOng, Ong, <ri t ThAn n6 n6
cdn khdng lo, hu6ng chi cdn lo chuydn khAc nria. Eo
6ng coi quhn ao, dhu cb n6 d6. Sudt ngAy hdm nay n6
c6 thdm dn m;dng ccrm niro dAu. ThiQt n6 kh6ng bXug
cdi lai quhn con 1'h6m, con thi6m tt fne b6n kia. Con
gAi nguoi ta m6i mudi hai muoi ba tubi dhu mA chuyQn
nha chuyQn cfra nhdt nhdt dbu qua tay n6 hdt. Sao
ngrcri ta c6 phudc vdy khdng bi6t n&a.

TOi df, lirn dim ngfr rbi, kh0ng nghe md tOi n6i gi
nfi'a. Cho ddn khi ma tdi quAt:

- I\IAy ngfr <16 hh Hi6n ? Trdi oi, rbi mAy khOng chiu
di dn co:rn nfi,a h& ?

N{a tdi du'ng dfy ldi t$i rli thay bQ quhn 6o dhy rcrm
ra cfie tOi, kdo tdi xu6ng bdp luc com nguQi cho tOi [n.
Tdi vua dn vt'a ngir gh ngfi gdt, cho ddn khi mri t6i n6i:

- Thdi, ngiy mai cu"Qn quhn iio ra ngohi kia ch[n
vit tidp vo'i dng ngo3i. 0 trong nAy ddnh lQn ddnh lao
rbi cd ngiry chdt ubng rrang con a.
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10i nghe n6i v{y thi tinir ugri litsn. Tdi thich dug'c ra
&vli Ong ngo4i tOi l6m. O ngodi d6, vtra kholng khodt,
rQng r[i, khdng bi tui linh dom ng6, hach sach dibu
nA1 dibu no, l4i drcrc Ong ngoni tdi kA cho nghe nhiEu
chuyQn xua thd vil[m.

Irihung tdi cflng tidc li tt' nay phfii tu gifl nh&ng cuQc
d{rrh ldn vdi tqi thlng Do'i, nh&ng ctrQc danh lQn mA
chi nghi t6i thdi, tOi de nghe ngutri n6ng ran l6n rbi.

A-n com xong tdi leo l6n van ngri libn. Trong ccrn mo
mdng, tOi thdy mA tdi lhn thAo sqi dAy m6ng cqp (cAi
bt:r hQ mang, theo nhu loi mA tdi thudng n6i) deo vAo
cb toi. Ti6ng ma tdi thi thrim nghe nhu tidng chu kinh:

-- 0i, con tOi Icrn lOn rbi sE ra sao dAy? C6nh sdng
cur: nhsc, kh6n khb nhu vhy, nay mai rbi'con chuyQn
gi'riy ra nfi'a?
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DAM tA rot rnOt

Orn ngoqi toi t&i nhfrng n5m d6 tubi d[ tr€n bly
muoi rbi mi v6n con rdt trdng kiQn.Ong cdt m6t c6i
choi nh6 & gi&a dbng ch5.n mQt bhy vit tiru l$i chflt c&
cdng ruQng. 0rg it khi di dAu l6m. N[m khi mudi hga
nguoi ta mdi thdy 6ng khln6o chinh tE di vb x6m. D6ltr
nh&ng hic c6 bgn du cOn ddn gAy sq, ho{c < chinh quybn
qudc gia mudn li6n hQ vdi dia phuong > db bin chuyQn
thud md gl d6, ho{c d5n ling co chuyQn chn phii xdt xri
vA nguoi ta chn toi ngudi cao ni0n co dhu 6c s6ng su6t,
cuong truc. Ngoii ra quanh n[m su6t thAng 6ng ngo4i
tdi vcri cAi khln cQt khdc(r) tr0n dhu, cAi quhn cut tdi
g6i, cAi ao chi tIE vEt vai ch0 khdng khi nao b{n c6,
bhu ban vdi bhy vit tiu cfra 6ng. Ong nudi bhy vit chlm
s6c ch6t chiu tung con m$t, nhung t0i mta vit dB

1

(il c|t ngang.
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dn1; lai ho'i h'r't d6 trirng ro'i rring rfri ngoai rlbng. Ngub"i
ta 'rci li 6ng ngoli tdi cdt dd crho bA con nOng dAn nghdo
iti arn clbnq lu,rrn vb In. l{lribu nguoi l{y lnm ai 

-ngaichi, s1t, nirr-rng lihdng ai n6i gi co f ngirn cfrn 6ng c&.

Ngrro'i ta bidt khi 6ng di rluvet nhu vfy rbi thi c6 noi
chi cfrng vd ich. Vi i+i cfrng lihdng ai dam n6i vcri 6ng
ngoni tdi nh&ng viQc kh6ng hQ trong nhu vfy.

SAng hdrn d6, tdi khirn goi di ra dbng ltc trdi con
scvrr tinh rno'. Suong mu phir lring dbng, phfi viro rnflt
tdi mat l+nh. Tu huorrg sOng Ytun C6, mflt trcri ldu tt
tu, clhu tiOn d6 5i nhu trdi chiu, sau do loa cl mQt vtng
trd'., anh nfng nhrr kim loai nong chly trin ng4p tr0n
ru(ng dbng, ciy c6. Suo'ng rnir tun nhanh, db lai nh&ng
gioL suong doug trdir c6, chidu lifp lhrrh ntru nh&ng hQt
ng<r-c. Gio thbi x0 r4 ngi rb rnQt phia, db lQ ra nhfrng
tr[trrg vit nim riri rac ducri m{t ruQng. - n A, tritng vit
cfir 6ng ngoni dny ! > tdi rnung nhiry c8n l6n nhu con
nghd con, chn;r luqm nhfi'ng trung vit bOn nhting thfra
ru( ng dt'i git rbi dcm d6 qua nhfi'ug thfr.r rudng chua
gAt Lat rrii'a ddy drin gll ra lucm nh&ng trung vit niy
hg sE ban tirn ntiiiu vii On,4 ngo.1i tdi l5m, tdi nghi nhu
vd5 vr tong i6ng tran ng{i nIErn hAn hoan, ,oiroorrg,
nglri minh dang lAm dibu tdt nhut trdn do,i ch&ng ai
sanh kip.

I\llt tro'i l6n cao h<yn si.o, tdi rE lua l6n bo ru.\)ng di
vb choi 6ng ngoai tdi. Tdi gllp dng rrgozli t6i tru'o'c cfra
cht i, dhu kh[: khitn quai xucrctl), minh tlhu tang bt)ng
mb hdi, dang giang tay bOn mOt so'i dAy chio rdt l#n.
Nh r rnoi lhn, tdi dLi'ng lai nhin 6ng ngoai tdi rn5t phch
say rn6. Ong ngoqi tdi dri'ng xoac chA;, hai tay nhanh
nhrr chcrp xi toac nh&ng cong cA bfp tzt huo tJfp u]rdp,

( ') Bu6c chdo d"i ldi l.ai chto khdn ra,
(:t) Mhm nan cfia la iltra nu'd'c.
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be I5 xudng sin, vung mQt vong tron tr6n dhu trucrc
khi clua vio thht ti6p. Biip thit o vai vi lung 0rrg nbi
I6n cubn cuQn. Dudi chAn, scri dAy nXrn khoanh nhr
con r[n lon m6i iuc m)t dhi ra thim. EAy hhdng bi6t
la lhn thu rn5y l.6i rinh dom dng ngoai tOi bQn dAy
c'rdo nhu vhy. Nghb b{n dAy chdo ld nghb rdt phb bi6n
& xd tdi, nhung t6i chua thiiy ai bQn ddy, <Iep niru dng
ngoqi t6i, vcyi nhtng ttQng tac manh mE nhu dug ngoai
tdi. B6ng Ong ngo4i tdi db dAi tdi chd tdi dung cit mua
may quay cubng, khi6n ngucri tOi m6i hic m$t thdm
n6ng ran. Hbi IAu, khOng kbm ttuqc, tdi chay tdi la lon:

- 0rg ngoqi cri, cho con bQn diy chio voi !

0ng ngoai tdi quay lainhin t6i, nat:

- Mny ra chi d6 ? 0 tr6ng<r> hd[ con nit danh lQn
rbi sao ?

Nhung rbi 6ng ngo4i t6i cuoi hibn ttr, ha thdp
giong, noi:

- [i, xd cir bhp di con. Eb ngoai coi may mhn [n (2)

ra sao.

Tdi d{t g6i quhn {o xudng x6p vd xd ci bhp li6n.
Ch8ng mdy chdc nguo'i t6i cfrng dhm dia mb hdi nhu
6ng ngo4i t6i. TOi vua lAm vua nh&y nh6t, la thdt inh
6i. LAu rbi tOi mo'i duqc cubi n6i m$t cach th6a thich
nhu vhy. Thdm nfia, 6ng ngo4i tOi cu nhin tdi mim cuoi
v6 ydu thucrng triu mdn cang khidn tdi thdm hao hung,
ph?in kh&i.

TOi h6i 6ng ngoai tOi:,

- Ngoai bQn sqi dAy niy tim chi v0y?

- Thi tl6 lem c0ng chuyQn nhu niQt trAu, nuc bb...
DAy chdo li ban nhtr n6ng, cou it.

(1) Trong dit.
(2) Ldm dn,

2L



-- Nhung rnil ngoai hay bQn dAy chiio hon nguUi
ta lim.

-- Ngoai bao git) c[ing c6 mQt soi dAy chdo trong
choi.

-- EA ddnhgirt s{p dbn SAn Cd ntia chd ngoai?
-- LAm sao mA giqt ?

-- Con ghdt c{i dbn d6 I&mt
-- Bi6t rbi. Nhung lim sao toi dbn ma giqt sfp n6

durrc ?
-- Minh tdp hqp bir con kdo ra vAy ldy n6...
-- HA hA, cAi th{ng !...
(lng ngoai tOi culi, nu&c mHt nu&c mfli chly giin giua.
-- Mdy gi6ng hQt thXug cha miry, hay tinh nhfrng

chrryQn dQng trdi.
-- Ba con tinh chuyQn dAnh dbn d?
-- KhOng, hbi < chin nflm )(r) ba con chm sAo leo l6n

dq: dtia rinh m6c mAy bay Tay. N6 tu&ng m6y bay nhu
xui)ng v6y...

(ll hai 6ng ch6u t6i cirng cudi... Trdn sAn, scri dAy iI[
- di thAnh mQt d6ng 16n... Ldng t6i trAn ngflp vui su6ng

hAr hung...
-- Ngoai oi, kB chuyQn nghe di.
.- ChuyQn gi'?
.- ChuyQn xd ta, chuyQn 6ng cd bdn d&i nht ta dii

gltr dat.

- Ngoai de kA con nghe rbi mtr !

'fuy v4y, Ong ngo4i tdi vf,n cdt giong trhm trhm thubng
khi, kA cho tOi nghe chuyQn mA tOi de nghe hing tr[m
lhn rbi. ChuyQn bHt dhu tri hbi nio khdng bidt, chi bidt
hti dO x[ tdi chi lA mQt bdi ddt hoang sinh lhy hit dhu,
sAu bo r6n rit d{c ddt. Ong cd bdn dcri nhA t6i li nguo'i
gC c 6' dAu xa I[m, c6 lE do ltrm En khOng kh6, db ng
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d0 nhn n€n b6 di khai pha ddt hoang, c6t chi dE tirn
ch5 urrrng thAn m?r thOi. Nhring ngey dhu, Ong cd tOi
r:hi c6 b0 db b{n trong minh, con dao phAt c6 va cAi n6p
r10 ngri. Nhung cai nop(lr khdng bao lAu bi heo rttng
viro xi nat, ndn' sau d6 6ng cd t6i phii ngfi ( mtng
nu6c >(2). Tuy v{y, 6ng c6 t6i kh6ng chut nfln chi (thflt
ra 6ng c6 tOi ch&ng con ch6 nio dE tli nfra), hXng ngiy
lQi ra ngoii bung m6c ddt tl6p ruQng, d6i 5n cir co, cfi
stng, khdt u6ng nu<rc bung, nudc vflng. Ong cd tOi ltrm
lung crfc khb nhu r,{y, luc ddn cdn lA thanh ni6n, ddn
khi rdu dAi t&i run chi khai duo-c khoing ddt c khdng
dfi Ong ngoqi t6i thl bhy vit>. Vfly rbi mQt h6m c6 mQt
tOn b0n db trfing l6p, chdn clng kh0ng dinh chirt ddt,
ddn chia ra midng gidy n6i khoing ddt nAy lA cfra n6.
Ong cd tOi nghe vAy khOng n6i khOng rXng, m01 n6 v6
nhi d[i trA nuoc dAng hodng. Xong tuhn trir, Ong cd t6i
dfin n6 ra sAn, chi n6 coi khoing d{t cdn nham nh& gdc
c6, chi con dao phAt c6 d[ mdn t0i c6n, rbi buqc t6i
chm con dao phdt c6 c6t phlng dhu too qu[ng xudng
siln, n6i: - <0ng ndi ddt nAy lA cfra 6ng h6? Kh6ng
bidt 6ng c6 d6u dAy l{n m6c cuc tldt nio khdng, chd tOi
dd sdng chdt vOi diit nny tu hic dhu cdn tt6 ch6m cho
tdi hic t6c dAi nhu v{y tl6. Ong mudn cuop dfit niy
cting chm blng ntru cHt dhu t6c tOi vdy thOi >. Noi rbi,
bdt thinh linh, ong cd toi ldy hdt suc binh sinh phdng
con dao xu6ng gifra bin chAn, lu&i dao xuy0n qua gan
bhu ohAn cHm phflp xu6ng d{t sAu ddu ch tfic, mf,u tuOn
ra uhu sudi. Ong cd toi vdn dung y6n khdng nhuc chich,
mA khOng run, Eflt khOng gi{t, binh thin n6i vOi n6: -
q Do, thAn toi dA g[n ch{t voi d{t niy nhu vfly, 6ng ddn
g& dugc con dao uAy rbi h[y tlubi t6i di ).

(t) Cnidc ilQm bdng di.
(2) Iidm ngdm mt-nh audng rwdc thag mdn ilb kh6i mufli cdn,
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-- Cei tdn bin db trfng I6p, chirn kh6ng dinh ctrirt
ddt d6 lam sao d'im btrdc tcri 96'con d:ro ? - Ong ngoai
tdi cuoi hA ha k6 ti6p - Cho nOn cu6i cirng n6 b6 di,
cor 6ng cd bdn dcvi nhi ta thi & lai voi khoing tl{t
cira minh.

F-6 xong nhu thub'ng lQ, 6ng ngoai tdi lflng thinh mdt
hic lAu. Bi6t y, tOi cffng khdng h6i gi thOm. Hai 6ng
chi u tdi l{ng thinh cho tdi luc bQn xong sgi ddy.

Luc cudn sqri dAy di vAo choi, 6ng ngo4i tOl mcri ttdp
ldi noi vbi l.Oi t"

-- ... Ndn khdng phZti dG mi giqt s{p dbn SAn Cd ddu
corL i ! Ong cd nhir ta c6 su6t ddi lq{n m6c tung cuc ddt
nhrr vfy, n6n khi n6i cAu d6 n6 moi sq...

Iibi Ong ngoai tdi ng6 truo'c ng6 sau, kdo tdi ngbi xu6ng
kb tai noi nh6:

-- Bny gicr con khoan tli d6nh tui thXng Do'i dd, con
& c ay lim vi0c nAy vdi ngoai. Con co bidt Eam LA Tdi
Triri khdng?

-- Tui con thubng th& trAu & dO t5m.
-- BAy gi<r con di ra d6 cdu ca... DAy nd gi6 ccrm

v5t(r) con thdy khOng?-Ong ngo4i tdi hIm h& l6i tu
trong sin vAn ra crli gi6 c6 lot sHn la chu6i non - Srlng
sorn con mang gi6 com xdch theo chn ciu r0, t&i Dam
Le Tdi Trdi moc thiy vdt2) trong do...

-- Ce n6 ddu thdm 6n nhu vdy ngo4i?
-- Ce khOng thdm dn nhung nguoi thl 5n, con cri...
-- Ai [n v4y ngoai?
-- Con khOng ndn bi6t lAm chi... Chi bi6t nhring ngubi

d6 sau niy sE chl cho c on c6ch ddnh lai tui thhng Doi.
-- Th0i con bi6t rbi t

(1) Com n&m.
( 2) Nim udo.
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Con khdng bidt dnu. Nhung con ph&i giB kin
clruydn nAy nghe kh6ng? R&i bi tui tinh b[t, dAnh tlau,
con khai kh0ng nd?

- Con bi tui th[ng Doi bht d6nh ch6t giflc bao nhi0u
lhn rb.i, khdng khi nao con n6i < dhu hdng > ci.

- LI, v{y ducrc.

- Nhung chung ntro thi con dugc di dAnh trri
thing Doi ?

- Con cu lAm viQc niy di, rbi kh[c co ngiy, con d.
Sang hdm sau, trcri con tinh mcr, tdiodeo gi6, xach

chn cAu ra di. Ldng h{m h&, t0i khdng th?iy cei gi6
n{ng xQ mQt bdn vai, kh6ng thdy trung vit nim trhng
dudi chAn. Tdi cflng kh6ng c6m thdy suong mt phi
lanh vAo mtt nfra. Nibm phdn chdn duy nhu't cira tOi

bAy gib ltr Ddm Ln Tdi Trcri voi nhfi'ng n6m co'm v5t
mi tdi shp th&y vd d6. Ai sE g& nhrlng n5m ccvm v6t
niy? H9 lAm chuyQn gi mi Amthhrn chui ruc trong do,
ngAy ney qua ngAy khhc sdng nha ccvm v5t nhu chuQt
vfly? VA hq liOn hQ nhu thd nAo vcri gia dinh tdi, voi
bil con xd tdi mi Ong ngo4i tdi n6i tcri vdi vd trAn
trong nhu vdy? Nh&ng dibu d6 ngoii suc hi6u bidt cira
tdi. Nhung dir sao tdi cfing thdy minh dang ldm mQt
viQc rdt hQ trqng. Tdi nfrm chhc chn cAu trong tay vA
cd bu&c nhitng bu6c tli ddi cfra ngudi lon, chdc chdc
lai ng6ng nhin vb huong Dam LA Tdi Troi.

Dam LA Tdi Trcvi nay rdt rQng, & vb huong d6ng nam
xd tOi, cdch hai cAi bung l&n, ch4y dii qua hai ba xd kd
cdn, vir r$ng bao nhi6u, toi nay tdi cflng khdng bidt.
Ngay nhu tai sao c6 t€n gqi lA Dam LA Tt5i Tro'i t6i
cdng hhdng bi6t nfra. Tu lAu, khu r&ng 16 dny bit t6i
den d6 li mQt thd gi6i tlhy bi hn ttdi vcri bsn tr6 ch5n
trAu chring tOi. Co mQt cAi gi linh thidng khidn chung
tdi phii n8 sq, Chring tdi thuong th6 trAu quanh d6,
I6y d6m Ia lim dia tti6m ho hen uhau chcr chua khi
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nio dAm lQi sAu v0 trong c6. Nhung ddi vo'i tri tu&ng
tug rg cira chtng t6i thi do lA u<yi rQng rEi, kho6ng dat
nhu t: chung tdi m{c suc vE voi hdt chuyQn ndy tdi chuyQn
ng 'rb EAm La Tdi Tro'i, g6p dXng nAy mQt chuyQn, dlng
kia nQt chuydn d{it thAnh rndt cAu chuyQn c6 dhu tlu0i h&n
hoi. MOt hdm, nghe dng ngo4i t0i kA rXng Eam Le Tdi
Trdi n[m xua lA cIn cu dia cria mQt vi tuong chdng gi[c
Phdp, rlng tu dAm la sinh lhy d6 de xu{t ph{t nhtng
doin quAn, d6i hlnh dAi khdng bao gicr dut, ngdy ddm
tidn d{nh tui thuc dAn lhttng trdn khidn chung kinh
tAm tAn d&m. Sau d6 chung tdi lai thdy mQt con trAu
hoang tu trong do chqy ra, chtng tOi bdn kE cho nhau
ngbe rXng con trAu d6 chinh lA con triu chAu ba ddi
con trdu vi tu6'ng dd c6i di ddnh TAy ngny xua. VI
chtng tdi thdm: hi6n gid con trAu d6 d5 ra htrng trdm
hlng ngAn con trAu kh6c, cflng nhu con chriu vi tucrng
gicr dd c6 hAng trdrn hang ngin ngudi khdc rbi. Vi vAn
vdn, v0.n vAn... i\IQt dibu niia khidn chung tdi cdng ldy
lam Lhich thri le thdy tl6m linh dbn SAn Cd c6. v6 sq
Earn LA T6i Troi niy l6m. Chung it khi nio dam ldo
h{nh tcri ghn, co di tuhn di sAo thi cflng dung tu xa
nhiir lai. Khi c6 viQc phfii di ngang, chung rfi nhau di rdt
ddng, vfly ma luc t0i ghn, dua nAo tlua n0[y m{t la miy
ldt, ddn dric nhu scr co ai trong do ra vdt cb chring vfly.

HOm do, tOi di duqc nfta ducrng thi gflp mQt tdp linh
nhtr vfly. Chung xudt phdt tu ttbn co lE som l6m, nhung
cdn c6ch DAm LA Tdi Trryi hai ba khoing ruQng df,
ch6ng sung dung lai rbi. - ( E, di dAu vdy nh6 ? >- mQt
thXng linh kio giAy lQch xQch, sring thdng chdm ddt, cdt
tidrg h6i tOi. Sau d6 n6 hA miQng ngap dAi, ca tidp rnQt
ceu vQng c6, khong bubn nghe t6i trl lbi. NIOI t6p hai
ba thXng kh6c dang ng6t c6 chi choi tro < dA ge )(r).

ai

(i) Choi gd.
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M)t t6p khac ntra'tiri lom khom ilubi ru$ng htrt c{ ha1

x(,rn llron gi. I'di rt'ra thhm: < Eb linh chdt dtli ! > vfta
dinh di rugt qua, bdng nghe tidng kOu:

-/Di diiu vi1' Hi0n?
Tdi quay lai thdy c6 mQt t0n linh quen mlt dang

n1lbi du6'i g6c trAm bhu. No ngbi cach xa dirm linh nhu
lA cd 5i v{y vI dang dom tOi llm l[m. T6i nhin ra linh
If ao, truoc kia ctng lI ndirg dAn xd tdi. Nha linh Hao
nlhdo l[m, ldm thud lhm muon quanh ndm, khdng rd
b,rbn buc chuy0n chi md dflng linh iihu vfy. Tu ngny
v)linh tcri gio trdng linh Hao cdng b0 rac hon: m4t
v5n den cang den s4m, quhn 6o xdc xrJch, toc rgng qud
nfra chi co.rloa thua niru bdng gao. Tinh khOng thb
di qua du-oc, t6i dt'ng lai, dap ggn I6n:

- Di cdu cA. Anh h6i c6 chuyQn chi kh0ng?
Linh Hao cudi cucri, co v6 mu6n b[t ciruyQn lim:
- Che, bfi'a nay coi miry ding hoing quA. Bd mAy

ctu duc7c ca thi iI6 trdn lung tao mi nuong.
Diy hh6ng phii ld lhn dhu ti6n, lAu nay h6 co dip gqp

ducrc ngucri x[ nhili linh Hao tim cach h6i th[m, dd
ll chuydn ndy chuyQn nc.r, nht't ld chuydn ba con ling
> d. Linh Hao nhcy nhi nhcy x6m, horl.c x{u hb vb chuyQ.r
(.dng linh cfra minh chlng? Thdy tdi dq'm b0 b6 di,
linh Hao vOi n6i:

- Cdi thXng, & n6i chuyQn choi chirt mAy, di ciu cA
chcr di cudi vq sao mA gdp viy. NIny & trong x6m ra
rto h& !

-d.
- RuQng nhi ciy hdt chua ?

- C.5 dAm cdy rbi, cd ddm chua.

- Hi hi, tao g{p mdy mg di chg n6i nirm nr} mu'a
sdm, m?iy mg dAu c6 tin.

Khdng dlnh bung, t5i cflng buQt miQng n6i c chgt > rnQt

')Au:
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- Ath & ghn nr{y 6ng [I], nr6y 6ng c6 mAy bdo cho
arrh bi0't chuyOn thoi ridt do hir ?

. Linh [Iao nghe tdi n6i vdy khdng giin chi, chi bubn
rhu uoi gat <Ii:

-- ThOi mAy, con nit dung bdy dflt noi xi6n x6. NIdy
s-6ng hdt do'i cflng chua bidt h6t chuyQn tao cuc tr0n
ddt nay nhu thd ndo dAu. I,IAy di cAu, chung nio
tr& vb ?

- NhiEu ca thi vb scrm, it cr{ thi vb tr6.

- Tao d{n rnAy nhu vhy: Vb scrm hay tr6 gi mdy
cfrng <Ii g{p tui nh6 chln trAu tung tin la di gap tao di
vd xom d6n dua nghe khdng?

- Anh rli ddn dua d ?

- Ddn IAm sao, c{i th5ng ! Hang dira doc theo tlubng
cii chinh tay tao trbng chcr ai v6 d6. Ddy nd, tao ldy
bdng sring <Inp sung gio, chibu vb bAo c6o lAo voi 6ng
dbn tru&ng ln bi dira dd.

- ChuyQn il6 thi mhc md gi toi...

- Ay, miry cu noi vfly dtm tao mi... Con chuyOn ntry
nira: \{dy noi bi con c6 di ngang dbn...

Linh Hao d{n tdi mQt l0 chuyQn niia, tOi git dhu lia
[ia, chi ctit db rlugc ili mau kh6i dam linh. Cu6i cung,
tuc tdi di mQt d6i xa rbi, linh Hao con chqy theo, khhu
sring dung db qudn lai & gdc trAm bhu:

- I\{Ay di ddn Darn LA T6i Trtri d6 hA ? Tao h6i thiet,
thinh thoing may c6 g4p < mdy inh > kh6ng ?

- < I\{6y inh > lA ai ?

- Tao noi viy mny bi6t rbi. Ai chcr mfiy anh hbi
e chin nirm > tao bidt hdt.

- Viet cQng d ?

- fI, mhy c6 g{p thi n6i Ia c6 g[P tao, nghe hhdng?

- N6i g{p linh it?

- I(h0ng, noi glP th[ng Hao... N6i tao di linh tlAy

chrr ciing drlc l5rn..-Narn dO tao u'c vi chuyQn bf th&ng
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cai tbng Kidt,Jd'nh nOn mudn co duo'c cfly sung db trl
thir... NhLtng tao cli tinh trflt... C6 cAy sirng rbi tao co

nl1oc tlhu l6n du'o'c tldu...'TOi 
di kh&i hai thfra ruQnB, {ttny lai con thdy linh

Hao tu'ng trcv vo trin bo' ruQng ngo mdng th^eo, b6ng

6 n rom(l) lao cltao tr0n mflt ruQng, t6c xftng bftng ducri

g 6. Khdng bi6t linh H4o ng6 theo lOi hay ng6 vb EArn

LA I6i Trd'i.
... Edm Ln Tdi Trivi kia rbi ! Nhung chi vcri nhti'ng

v it ccrm lAm sao tOi nhfln ldi cfra linh Hqo tltrg'c ?

Nhibu mrla mua rntra n5ng trdi qua va tdi lo'n l6n
t:ong cdng viQc d6.

Ong ngoai t6i mdi vb sau vfin con ngac nhi6n khdng
t i6u sao t6i tu mQt dua tr6 tinh tinh bOng l6ng chi
thich dAnh lQn c1Anh lao nay b6ng thuhn tinh, nhdnlAm
cOng vi6c don <liQu niy mQt cAch chi thu nhu v0y. Ong
rrgoqi tdi dAu hi6u, ndu nhu Ong c6 cuQc doi khb cuc
trudc kia, c6 mdi thi voi tui thlng cai tbng Ki6t, thi t6i
<rfing c6 mdi thu "cfia ri6ng tdi, cfing co nhfrng ngny bi
treo danh chi tfr, trdt br\n l6n dhu. 'f6rn lai, tOi cfing c6
r m6n ncr >r chn phii tr&. V{y sao tdi khdng c&m thdy

1;hn gfii, thidt tha v0i < nhfi'ng nguoi sE chi tdi cAch
tt{nh lai tri thHng Do'i?>. Mdi ngd5, ddn Edm Le Tdi
'[rdi qulng sgi ddy cAu vd d6, nhin scri dAy clng th&ng

2

I

l0

(1) Ghy ddt.



vA run l6n (hic c6 ngucri dang g& ldy vfrt cdm), dhu 6c
t6i ciirrg ctrng th&ng vA tim tdi cfing run l6n theo nhu
v{y. Dhn dhn, tdi clm thdy sd phin minh gfln ch{t voi
dam la, rn$t scri ddy rdt linh thidng dd buQc t6i vio d6.
NhiEu lhn, khi xdch gi6 com ra vb, tinh cAm tdi b6ng
dAng l6n cubn cuQn, vi t6i bflt khoc se sE mQt minh.

C6 mOt lhn tdi nhd m[i. HOm do nhXm b&a mua dhm,
moi sAng sdm mAy tlen di choin chat cl nbn trrb'i. Gi6
thbi manh vh sau d6 mua trut tung ccrn do io nhu x6i,
tu trong choi 6ng ngo4i tdi trdng ra chi thdy mQt miu
trEng x6a. Ong ngo4i tdi vEt ccrm chn th{n g6i trong
hai ba luqt 16 chudi, luc trao cho tOi vAn cdn chua ydn
tdm, nhEc di nh6c lai m5i: - < R6n dung db uot nu0c
nghen(l) con, mdy anh con chung crlc nhibu rbi >. Tdi
nghe vfly bdn tnit gi6 c<rrn vht tr& ra, g6i thdm bdn
ngoAi mQt l6p ni-ldng nfra. Khi t6i ra kh6i cfta, chdi
nudc dbng dd dAng linh lAng c6, cdc bcr ruQng ngdp
nudc, chi cdn lai ldp loAng nhfrng vQt c6 xanh. Vtri ba
con trAu tlhm minh trong mua gf,m c6, nudc mua ch&y
loang lodng tr6n lung. Rii r6c nh&ng con cd dung co
ro trOn nhfrng md d{t cao, thinh thofrng mQt con chdp
cAnh bay xoa mQt vdng rbi bay vut vb cAc khu vutvn
xa. TOi trtm 6o toi ra di nhu chui v{o con mua. Gi6
com, ban dhu t6i vAc trdn vai, sau phii dQi l6n tlhu. Ei
hdt c{nh dbng l[a, lQi qua cAi bung nudc ng:ip tcri miii,
ngubi tOi uot dhm nhu chuQt lQt, nhung gi6 ccrnr trdn
dhu vdn cdn hhO nguydn. Tdi bucyc I6n mQt go m[ g6i
lai midng ni-l6ng, ng6 bdn b6n thdy vhng l{ng, ydn tinh,
bdn lQi tr& xu6ng ti6p tuc long(2) qua cai bung thu hai,
y€n chi lA ch&ng mdy ch6c sE d6n dug'c DAm Le T6i
Troi.

(1)

Q)
Nghe khdng.
Boi tlun.g.
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Nhung tdi de ddm khong ki, tr6n con duong l0 chay
ciiL ngang gi&a Lung b5ng xu{t hidn mdt t6p linh dri'ng
trirm iro mua bdn mQt ng6i mh dh. < - Tro'i mua nhu
viiy rirtr chring cffng rhn di tuhn di rho, viQc ong viQc
clra gi cfia chung rna chung chiu kho chiu khb qud vf,y
k.rdng bidt nfi'a >, tdi ng+c nhi0n nghi btlng nhu v&y vA
tirhdi trAnh mdt bdn. Chot c6 tidng quAt:

- Ai d6 ? Eung lni !

MQt thfing linh nfrp trong mqt btri dd kb bdn dot
n:ridn ttJrng x6ng d{y, cliia sung vAo t6i quAt tdn. Tdi
chua kip ngbi xudng thi mQt loat dan n6 ch6t chrla,
nrrdc v[ng chat v?ro m[t tdi. Mdy cAy dd trucrc m[t bi
tring dan gdy l5c r5c. Tdi nhin qua kE dd thdy thXng
lirrh dung d4ng chin, nucrc mira ch6y rong trdn m{t. -
<<'fao kh6ng mi.c mo gi toi mAy, nghen?), t6i rfra thhm
vi ngbi thup xu6ng. Ti6ng quett ti6p theo:

- Ei ra mau!
< Khdng ! , TOi chn r5ng, n5m ch{t ldy gi6 c<vm. < N6

chi c6 b[n chdt minh thdi chcr kh6ng ddm lQi xut5ng
bEt dAu). Tdi nghi brrng, vir ti6p liBn theo d6 loat dan
thu hai bay nong r6t tr6n dhu.

- Ra rli, dung lam tao mhc cdngl- Ti6ng th[ng
lir h gHn tirng titjng de doa.

rl(hdng!) Tdi v6n LSrn gan ngbi ydn, kh6ng dAm
th,! manh, khdng d6rn quay lai nhin n&a. Loat dan thu
ba nb chui vio md ddt nhu dung tdi dfly. MQt phut'
rbihai phut trdi qua. Cu6i ctng c6 ti6ng gidy kdo lQeh

x6:h, ti6ng chfri rirr ciu gi rdttrrc tiu, t€n tinh quay di
tri, lai nhirp bon voi tui du'ng bdn mi dA, ndng srlng
chic xu6ng. TOi th& phAo. Vua luc d6 t6i Cdm xu6ng
thiiy gi6 co'm dd nhung ngdp dudi nuoc rbi.

't'di l{ng ngurri di, tinh cim vua bubn vua scr lrin
ngip ldng tdi. Nu<vc mht toi chqt tudn ra kh6:g kbm
dug'c. Toi dung d{ry, khOng kb gi tdi tdp linh rlang
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dungtr6n hrr, khdng nhcr gi ['ri nirfrrrg lo+t tl.rr ltic Irir',
cu'thd vach dd l-rLr&c tli. l'u dO cho t&i luc ndm nlifr'ng
nhm ccrm vht nhdo nuo': ruQng vir bun d5t vao trong
d6m la, long tOi qufn dau vi nuoc rnit tOi rrri khdng
bi6t bao nhi6u mr\ k6. Thu& gio chua lhn nito t6i kh6c
nhibu nhu vfy. 'Idi nghi, phii chi co chch gi, dtr ktr6
khln toi dAu, dti co phAi hy sinh thirn minh tt6 bu dfip
vAo ch6 sai s6t do. Lhn d6 tdi gi{u 6ng ngoni toi
chuyQn d6, nhung nhn d6 chuQc l5i, hing ngay tdi
thri'c dfy scrm hon, di dung dom ngo k! lu&ng hon,
nhibu viQc kh6 kh[n t6i ttr tinh ldy mQt rninh khdng
cho r)ng ngoqri tdi bidt. Tdi trr! thirnh nguo'i lcrn hbi
nao khdng hay, nhibu luc ddm ra tn lu, it cttoi it noi.

TOi khdng c6 dip nAo vb th[m nhi nt'a. Ba md tdi
ldm ln ngAy cing sa sirt khdng cd dip r&nh ntro la th{rn
t6i. Bon tr6 chfln triu ngay nrQt tu tAn, mQt li do trri
thf,ng Dcri ngay cAng cldng, bon tr6 x6m t6i tl6nh kh6ng
Iai, kd d6 lt do mira ming cir li6n ti6p bi thdt bai, ndng
ddn chm bAn trAu bo c&, bgn tr6 ch&ng con trAu bd m&
chln. Th0iy cAnh vdy tdi cAng thdm bubn, m6i thri tui
th$ng Dcri cang th€m nung n{u trong long.

Ttr d6 tdi chi bidt tin trong xom do con Th6nr, con
thidm Ut Tna, mang ra. Con Thfnr sau ndy d[ lon, t6c
n6 diri ra, n6 di du'ng [n n6i chfrng chac, die'm dam,
ra v6 ngtrdi l<yn lim. I{5i lhn gip n6, nho d6n_chuy0n
ngiry xua, tdi mftc c&, cu tim cAch l6ng tranh. A'y la do
tu br,rng toi nghi nhu vdy thOi, ch6 tr0ng no khr3rig c6
v6 gi tht ghdt t6i c&. Ngay nhu chuy6n t6i tl6nh no, n6
cting kirdng clem ra mdt 6ng ngoqi tOi hay noi cho ai
bi6t. [{r)t lhn ngbi s6p trung vit chung vbi t0i, n6 cflt
tidng h6i tdi:

- Anh Hi6n chring nAo tr& vb trong xorn?

- Tdi & ngoii niy ludn thbi.

- Anh b6 mliy con trAu ai chXn ?
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- N6 chdt cilng ch&ng sao, t6i cort co viQc khAc.'.

N6 clAn m[t nhin vio tdi, hai mht den long lanh nhu
hti hQt nhdn:

- Yiec gi v0y anh?
TOi suc nhrv ttvi lcri 6n,{ ngo4i toi d4n, bdn crli sr{t vAo

m,it n6, gffn gigng:

- YiQc gi tdi khdng n6i dtiu. NIA cfing lih6ng dttqc
h6i, bidt khOng ?

.S6 s<r, im thinh thich. Tdi cdng h6i hi shp trung vit
ch r n6 vb mau, tOi sq n6 cu' h6i ti,i n&a ch[c tdi ph&i
b6t troi, dAnh no nhu ngiy xua.

ll8ng tli mQt dao con 'I'hEm khOng ra nila, tOi vir 6ng
ngo4i tOi nhu s6ng giia cir lao, ch$ng hay bidt gi bOn

ng,rAi.

*
*t

trfQt mta mua n&a lai vb. Mtra mua ndm d6 kdo dAi
hon moi n5m, cu rfl rich hdt ngny nAy sang ngiy khAc.
C{nh dbng hic nilo cfing trEng xoa, mt mit bui mua.
Gi6 thbi lao rao lanh nhu cXt da. Cdnh dbng ngflp
nu(yc, lua cdy nbi lBnh'bEnh, ndng dAn khdng rAnh ra
dfln lai duo.'c. N[m d6 c6 dqt trung thu quAn dich lon,
thanh ni6n trong xd n6u khdng ddng linh thi ph&i trdn
chui trdn nhrii, va lai nghe c6 tin s6p c6 chinh s6ch
gui khu lflp ?{p chidu luqc. Nhfrng <I6m mua dhm, lfin
trorrg ti6ng 6nh uong kdu bubn bE c6 ti6ng tu hit(l) thbi
vA ti6ng sring nb cfia tui linh rugt bht thanh nidn xung
linlr. Mgi chuyQn do dbu nhu khOng &nh hu&ng gl t0i
Ong chiu t6i, trti viQc vit hdt lua {n kh0ng cl6 nta,
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6ng ch{u toi ch&ng con [rung',,it bd.n ldy tibn, phiri birn
quhn ao cfi rhch ndt, ddm phiri un tr-iiu (1) mcri ngir
duqrc.

NItit bubi sAng con Thiim di ra, tdi thdy n6 cfrng b{n
quhn Ao cfl vA dirm vA khiu, tuy riing no tIfl cd mang va
vA giflt gifi sach sE. No bubn rhu b&o cho 6ng ngoai tdi
bidt Ie md n6 dQ rAy hdnh n{ng khOng cli cho dugc,
n6 ph&i di thay mf, n6. Ong ngoai tdi nghe viy chgt
rung rung nurrc mht, khi no vb rbi, 6ng ngoni tdi khdng
hi6u sao bdng cdt tidng rhy t6i;

- Ngoai coi con cov6 ghdt con Thhm l6m. Sao vfly?
Nhi n6 nghdo, ba no vi nuoc mit hy sinh, mdr n6 giir
bdnh hoan nhu vfy, no cdn nh6 ma ph&i lam vi$c nlng
nhgc nhu ngucri icrn, con khdng thdy thuong sao ?

Noi rbi 6ng ngo4i tdi sai tdi lua b6t trai con vib coi
cdn mfp map mQt chrit dein viro x6m cho md n6.

Liu rbi t6i mcri tr& vb xom. Cinh x6m khdng bao lAu
ma trdng khAc la hfin. Duo'ng sri sinh lhy lut chAn, dhy
d{u gidy dinh, ddu xe nha binh. Vuon tuqc cAy trdi bi
d6n trui, ngo truoc ngo sau thfiy trdng hoang nhtt bdi
tha ma. Doc hai b6n ducrng, c6ch khoing n[m ba trflm
thu6'c, moc l6n mgt cdi choi gdc, tr'6n d6 tOn linh df,n
vQ chm sung chia xudng, m{t mAy hhrn hhm nhu rnu6n
5n tuoi nu6t s6ng ngubi di duong. Bdn trong cdc nhl
dlbu d6ng cfta, khdng thdy co bdng noubi, khOng thfl5,
c6 lfra kh6i, cfr ddn tidng ch6 sira, tidng gil gAy cfing
kbdng nghe thdy n&a. Tdt c& nhu thidu rdt nhibu thu,
nhu hao mon d6n tdn ctrng. frrii lai, & ngoai ducrng
thdy co th6m nhibu thu rndi la khAc: nhrlng v6 hQp

ion mdu cut ngua vung v[i, nhfi'ng thung vin thdng,
nh&ng bao gifiy c6 in chri' US vi hai bAn tay voi nhm

(1) Dit trdt (hwt mudi)

96



lii.l rtlrltr. l)u'1vi mr)t tlrro'rr.q mu'onlj c<-r nir)t crii ihirn(
da r lriing si"rt n[m lat r:gini, khOng hi6u sao co mr)l- cAi
m( nll1g cnn rot niun lroug d6.

Iidrri; VAr:r C6 nucyc rlAng; trlrn bcr, song v5 cc al'h vl\o
bir d-tta. Ilitt tro'i lrrp tlo.ig nriry t6e Anh sang rlinrl
dqr, va mrit nuoc cffng nr)t rnan r.hu vay. Dc.rt nhidn,
mr,t con mua hlri d6 xu6ng rnir urit, ven cr\y b€n kia
sOrrg mdt htit trong mrin mua. 'I'di rli mau, brli rnua
dirth vAo mi rnht ir.{ng trich, quhn iro thiirn nuo'c bo
sdt vdo nguo'i rdt kho chiu. L+i thdm hai con vit cit
qu 1t cflnh birnh bach, kOu rluang quAc lu0n. Tu nhi0n
t6i co cirnr giac nhu c6 tai hoa gi shp xiry trri.

1lo'i nha thidnr Ut Tha, ng6 trudc ng6 salr thdy vhng
bo rg ngucri, tdi m0i dArn'bttryc vo.

-1'hidm tlt fna nirm trin chidc gitrong tre thutrng
:rgrty, ngud'i m6ng dinh nhu chidc lir, rlanlg nhfirn m5t
thiSrn thidp, th& khd lihc m6t cAch nrdt nhr.rcr. 'fhinh
thcft'rg thi6m nfic ttng con nhrr nguiri bi xuv6n liy.
Tr,)n chidc bin nh6 mot ru6ng, brli rcrt trhng duoi ddt,
c6 mQt ngon den dhu vf,n ngon leo ldt, khoi bay lir mt
t6a l0n trdn trhn nhi t6i den. Canh clo c6 khudn hinh
ng ro'i din 6ng khu6n rnlt hao hao giting Th[m, tuy c6
kh ic l<hb hon nhibu. Con rneo ugbi trdn bAn u6n rninh
nhly xudng d{t, ctlt tidng k6u (meo), ddn cg vIo
chrrn tdi.

1'di c16n bdn giuo'ng, thism Ut fni khE m6'mEt ra lbi
nhim lai, [hidrn khdn.g nhin ra tc)i. Toi nhlu liri h6i
th5rn cira dng ngoai tdi, lhidm cffng khdng nghe thdy.
Rdng thidur ndc l6n va li6i.r khE, giQng dau d6'n: -
< Tro'i oi ! Tro'i ! >. ThXm ttl sau b6p di len th2i;' v0y
k6rr lin hoirng h6t: < IIA oi ! >, trihdng hip chAo h6i gl
tdi chny ciiu qui xudng br)n thi6m, chdn thudc trdn tay
sorrg sdnh db mQt it xu6ng diit.
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,,, chgg ddn Ei ru?ing bin thidm

Sru cI6 thi6m Ut fna nXm y€n. Tir5rn n6i, giong tr(rt
nu6'c mHt:

- Anh I{i0n toi thfun mii, mA oi !

- Ai?-Thi6m Ut ffra crla rninh h(ri nhu ri6 trut
co'n dau rni thdi.

- Anh Hi6n. Anh h6i thHm ma.
Thi6m Ut fna m6'mfit ra, ho mdt tring dr\i, nhirr teii

dlrn drim rbi bdng nbi giirn:

- I)8 mA ngbi diry coi 'fhfim... Kirdng, ldy cho md
ehi6c g6i... Ai toi thtim ? Th0i rna, ma dau l[m...
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'hirnr v.,i qua-v ra lily chidc gci, giQng diu dirng:
-- lla rTatr lirni hi? C6 crir- diiy, rnA oil
-- Ai?
-- Con...
-- TQi nghiQp con tdi !

-- Me ilung lo cho con. I\[a lo cho md, rin u6ng thudc,
tinh dudng...

'- Me rAn hdt n5i rbi con o'i !

-- Ma oi!
1i6ng thidm Ut ttrl ngbi nh6m d{y n6i, giAng hdt su'c

tu nhi6n:

- Th6i hai anh em ra ngoAi truoc choi... Clio {hXng
tli6n cdi mo nang cau...

I'hidm Ut Thar d[ md siing rbi. ThXm vQi kio tdi ra
nE;oii. n6i:

- XId cru mO man ntdy' hdm nay. Em sg l5m, khCrng
bi6t tinh sao.

- I}\ con co qua lo phrr vigc thu6c thang cho 'l'h[m
krrdng?

- C6, nhung chi vb di:m, vh cirng chi dam di lin hit
tirng ngu'd'i th6i. Tgi no lhdy nhir em co nguoi ti1 t{p
dOng thi xh sung b6n libn.

- Thhrn doAn nhu vfly t\ ?

- I(hdng, chinh tui linh dbn vd rtiry n<ii rrhu v4y.
(lhung con noi la m{ em binh gi:i...

I\IOI toAr linh din vQ di ngang tnro'c cri'a, 'lir5m hoing
sg im b{t. Bhy gi dang buoi rric truo'c sAn bdn,"; h6u
< quAc> l6n, qu4t cdnh r,hav t{o t6c. XIQIthing linh tho
tlhu ra tru6'o cbng, cud'i nhlu nhir: - < C:iy khd nhi ai
lrai chin nhibu quh. Cho xin it triti 5n ngiren?) Ndi
'<ong chtta kip dq'i ai trft ltri rlI rdo c& bon vo, dta trdo
6n cty hiri, du'a lfly siro quo', cubi n6i hi ir6 vang rirn.
llbi lAn, tr€ri sdn dhy 16 vi [rai khCi bi nhri nhrnr nl:/r,
bgn linh vfin chua cllu di. I'hiu:r clrl'n-; litng im nhin rr.
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Trorrg phtit ch6c, tOi b6ng thdy ThXm thinh ngurli l&n
h&n hoi: ndt m{t Th5rn vr}a lQ v6 gifln dfr, dau x6t ddn
ctlc dQ, lai vua c6 v6 tliEm tlnh, chiu dung. TOi rnu6n
tim lo'i an rii Th[m nhung khdng bi6t n6i gi. Cu6i ctrng,
tdi chi hai con vit, noi:

- Ong ngo4i tOi g&i cho Th[m vA thi6m Ut hri con
vit...

- Md em gi& c6 5n udng gi duoc nfra dAu.

- ... Chung c6 chuygn gi bdt trfrc, ThEm b$o cho
6ng ch{u tOi ngoii kia bidt nghen?

- Da.
ThEm chot rip m{t vilo hai biln tay, nuoc mfrt chly

gidn giua qua kE tay. Nhung thodng cai, ThSm tlfl nghng
lOn chti nucyc mEt ngay, khB dhy t6i ra cbng, noi:

- Anh vb di, hinh nhu bdn nhA c6 vi6c gi tt6.
TOi vQi di ri6t vb nhi. Bdn trong nhA tdi l{ng trang y

nhrr nhA c6 nguo'i ch6t vfly. Tdi xd cira budc riao th6y
mA tOi ngbi im ph[ng phflc trdn v6n, hai m5t rAo hotinh.
LinL tinh cf,m thdy co chuyQn ch&ng lAuh, tOi chay t0i
6m ldy mA t0i, h6i dbn:

- MA oi, c6 viQc gi vfly ?

Md t6i khOng noi kh6ng rXng, dua cho tdi coi mQt
midng vhi d6. Thdy t0i vdn cdn ngo ngdc chua hi6u, mA
tOi bat khoc lcyn, n6i:

- Iui n6 xdt nhA rbi lOi ra 16 co niry, vu cho ba con
IAm ViQt cQng, b5t dem di rbi.

T6i nghe nhu sdt ddnh bOn tai, ngbi ltng di mQt ldrc

Idu. Sau d6 tOi kdu thdt ldn mQt ti6ng thdt thanh: s Ba
oi I > rbi voi gigt la co trong tay ma tOi, ch4y nhw di6n
ra ngoiri.

Tai sao tdi lai gitlt 16 crv? T6i c&m thdy lcv md lA vI 16

cti' d6 mi ba tOi hr h5r.t, thi kA nhu 16 ctv c6 dinh m6u ba
tOi trong dd. Toi cir4y di <Idu? T<)i chay vb Ddm LA T6i
Trd'i. Dr.im 16 dd b{y ldu lA niEm tiu c(ra tOi, gicr trong

30



(:on nguy khdn ni5' chXc phii tiep giup toi rirloc gi. T<,!
chr1l' tltjn d6 thi trtri riti x6 chibu, srrong rnu dong rfrug
ir nlrfi'ng chd rudng trfing. Tro'i lrh6nr: go.rr mQt chiit
gi6, rung iir iur phirng phic. Tdi rlJrng ncoi\i loa t:iy goi.
I(h6ng cr) tidng tra lo'i, chi co tieng lir iihua vong Ini ri
rhm. T<)i k6u thdm ddi ba tiiing nfr'a riii b5t dilu lE li,
l$i <ueing. llung la cirng v6 sin cdng tdi ruit, llnlr ng[t,
nud'c den nhtt nruc khua rbn rirng drr:o'i chrin tr)i. Nhii'ng
con cdng gio bung < laich ch6ch >, thinh thoirng nhfr'ng
con thoi ldi l6i (ret) lim tdi gi{t rniuh.'I'6i niu til' birp
du:L niry sang bdp dfta khAc lQi bucrn to'i, kdu ludn
mi( ng dB chdng con so' hfli clang dbn toi: < Co ai trong
dd khong? TCri dAy mir, tdi llL dila nh6 dem com... ltr
ch: u 6ng Tu Quo'n,.. > Dhn dhn ngtro'i t6i nong l6n, vir
rniri sinlt lhy, rnui phdn chua quen thuQc khi6n tdi ydn
tAnr, thffy bo't scr hon. B6ng tdi grjp rnQt dAm lA rdrn,
ph a duoi tr6ng hoang, chrlrng t6 ring di c6 ngud'i &'

li6 ngudi do hinh nhn vria moi di kh6i, ttroang thofing
trolg hh6ng khi con co rniri mii hOi vI iriri thudc lA.

i\k'L cii nbi rl{t ngim ngfra duoi nrroc cdn dinh mfiy
hdi com, cA klng tong lQi ria lao chao trong clo. Trdn
urot dgt lf, con vht rnQt chi6c 6o cff, tay rio phdn d6ng
vdng khd. Dt[u vdt khdng con gi hhAc n&a, ngoAi nhfi'ng
cou dtrd'ng i6i mdn dil trirng xudng, vh nh&ng chidc t6
dijl rii rdc trong chc bui 16.

Nhfr'ng chi6c to lAm bXng vAi ba thanh tre giic chdo,
cQt scr sAi bXng lat dua di den xarn mb h6i, nhibu
ct 6 lang bong nhu tay cay vfy. Ai dE ngbi trdn nhfrng
chi?lc to ndy ? Ai co thb c)riu dung c&nh ngbi chbm hbm
nlru vfly sudt bao nhi6u nim rdng, yoi nu6'c lanh dudi
chAn, mu6i rnong tr0n dhu? Tdi lQi t6i lOi lui, rcr tirng
clrit5c tofnghe dau nhu'c nhu r<y vio vdt thucrng minh.
Blo nhidu ctiu h6i cirng rnQt luc va.r'rg lOn tlorrg tlilu tdi:
c \lhirrrg nguo'i ng6i tlin lrhltng chidc to nt\y di dtiu liii?
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'I'qri sro nh'dm lirc l.6i chn tc"i ho lai b6 di? IIQ co lridt
t<)i r-i 6ng ngoqri tdi rlang doi rit trong urta rntra ndy
lihdng? C,i bidt thidm Ut Thri dau kh6ng co tiiin udng
thutic kia khdng? Co bir{t ba tdi vua hi bht danh dap
kh6ng bi6t s6ng ch6t nhu thd nAo kia khting?>

TOi quhn ridt ttong rlltm 16, tlhu 6c tr<'rng ran, quay
cubng, ddn luc trtvi tdi urjt moi tr6' ra ngodi dung nhin
vAo. Hinh inh t16m 16 hdm do in sAu rio liy itc tr)i:
Nh&ng nggn cA bip bdng mqrc l6n tua tfia, nhon hoft
nhu nhfrng lud'i dtro. Bdn trin, mlil' tro'i tr,'di mau nhu
nuoc chiy, nbi brit tr€n nbn trtvi d6 rnc nhu lfra
chhy...

Tdi tt'rc t6c ch4y vi} choi 6ng ngoqri toi. TOi cAng ngac
nhi6n hon nfra: dng ngoqi tdi khdng c6 nhd. Ong ngoari
tOi bA (Ii bdt thro'ng nhu vi5'h&n la c6 viQc hQ trong
l6m. TOi nOn nao r.rQt gan nrudn duoc chny di hay lam
mQt chuydn gi trong lirc nay qu6. Nhung tdi di dAu,
lAm gi bAy gio'? NIQI hbi, khdng bi6t lam gi [ron, tOi ngbi
xudng brSc cira ngri gi ngfr git & Ao.

Trong con rno'nrAng, tdi thfl5'toAn nhfr'ng dibu ki la.
TOi thdy tdi rlang cd'i trAu ch4y ngoiri dbng thi g{p Ong
ngoai tdi. Ong dang c&i trhn trirng truc, dhu khf;c kh[n
quai xu6'c, sqi rlAy chio qudn quanh c6. Soi dd1' phrit
chdc bi6n thdnh con riin lon. Ong ngoai tdi khdng nhin
ra tdi, quit: - < I'hiing nh6 kia hdy theo ta ! > Tdi v6i
ch4y thco dng,ngor.ri tdi, khoc l6c: - u0rg^ngo4i o'i,
con dd), mir. Ao con lirch, 'con lqrnh lirm ! > Ong ngoai
tdi lai quit: - < Ao ta cfing r{ch, ta cfing lqnh. FIdy
thco ta ! > B5ng nhi6n Oug ngosi tdi bidn thanh ba tdi,
ngtro'i br tdi dAm mAu dang trung trung nhin tdi: -< Mdy
bi€lt khdlg, nhi minh bey gio' ln Viet cQng...> Vn phut
chtic, khuOn mf,t ba tdi bidn thdnh khudn mdt thidm
Ut 'f h,i. Tdi s9' qu6. run lip cflp, noi: - < Tdi l4nh lhm,
6o riri rrlch... >
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1'6i giut minh thri'c d{y thtiv vdn cdn ngbi tren bltc
cfrir, ciii 6o cfi bi gi6 th6i dtit nirt(t) quat lach plrach
du5'i gio.Tdi lanh run, bdrr mo ra sAn chun nim cuQn
rninh trong d6ntr; rcrnr. Ho'i rorn t6a ra dm ap nhttng
tdi lihdng ngir dtto'c. fdi lrrc ssc, l5n tr-5'mQt hbi b6ng
clu rg se'i dAy chflo cira ong ngoai t6i. TOi khdrg bidt
irn,; ngo4i t6i Liy so-i dAy ra d6 chuhn bi ctro viQc ldrn
dOrn hOm do, nOn r{t. ngac nhidn. Sgi dAv gg'i tdi nhcr
lai mOt chuydn xua dug ngo4i t6i da kb tdi nghe tu lAu,
cArr chuyQn rdt [n khcrp vdi nh&ng vidc ray ra ti6p
fhe o d6.

(.t ) g1ir.
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sgr DAY cire oNG NGoAI
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- Corr i, ddm h6m d6 troi lanh l[m, lanh th{u xuong.
Ngoai lQi ngAm minh duoi rrudc dhy chidc xubng di'
khOng kEm duqc, cu run bhn tung ccrn. Khdng ph&i
ngoai run vi lanh dAu, md run vi sq tui llnh trong dbn
dom thdy x[ sring bhn. Ngoai khdng sq chdt, ngoai chi
so khdng con sdng d6 tam tron vi6c ngub'i anh em khudt
mtt d4n do lai ngo4i.

Con co bi6t khdng, chuyOn ngtroi chdt vi dAn vl nudc
thi huo'ng hbn he linh thidng I6m. E6m hdm tru&c
ngoai duong ngfr b6ng thly co ngu6'i ddn lay ngoai df,y
(ngoai cdn nh0 rd 6o ngtrdi d6 ucrt dhm suo'ng khuya,
vi ddi mHt thi rdt sdng, lf;p_l6nh nhu hai ng0i sao vfy).
Ngrrbi d6 n6i vcri ngoqi: < Ong ni, dng ldm on ra dbn
Sfln Co l{n mo dtm xdc anh em tOi vb. Tpi thing cai
tbng Ki6t chdt dhu anh em tui tdi dern chm ngoAi cQt

hirng rdo cho, xdc thi qulng duoi mucvng sau hd d6 ).
Nghe v{y, via ngo4i libn ngbi d{y ch6p tay x6tl) n6i:-
< Dq, anh em co lo'i bi6u v&y thi bd con ttti t6i sd gXng
larn cho tron. ChuyQn anh em xi thAn vi nudc, bA

(il t'di, tgg,
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corl tr.r[ toi dil co cu.c rrhor: chi ctluq khdn.q thfim vio
tliirr ,,. N6i xong ngoli tinh tliiy, vtra rrgac nhi0n.,-t'r'a hbi
hdp tht'c lu0n to'i shng. 'lr,ri sao ngori tiriil' chuy0n v
nhu thidt vi)'? ]Iily hdrn tnro'c rlo qui co tir-r tui diln
Srin Co clo thirng cai tblq I,"iit chi huy dti bht gidt rndy
anh cm lihang chiin ci chiing goi itr Viet ct)ng, dbu con
c8rr: ngoAi cho'. Nhirng con chuv6rr mii5, cAi xdc qulng
du'r:i muong sau hc\ b6t? f)irnh rirng lhnnio giCit nguo'i,
cirri rg cfing qnitng x6c 6' do, nhttng sac huong hbn anh
em d{n rrgoqri ki nhu vay? Gn xcrm chua gay hi0p nhu't
ngoli vOi tttc t6c cthy xubuq, iong c1i.,.

Ngoai lt)i cho to'i lirc tlo'i dArn rnAy ngang moi to'i b6t.
Tui linh dbn con dang ngir say, chi co corrvt2'linh cho.'t
thu: gi{c rfia con ldo'nhdo. Ngoai dhy Orn xubr.rg v0,

- trHt tay vd mo libn. Ngoai vrra md vr't.r hh2[n: - n Huong
trbr anh em co linh thidrrg thi vb pho ho cho tdi... >

Md.' ntuong ntr0c dhy luc birrh tl) lin l-oi crtt cLli, rhc
rdu nbi lEu bbu, irgoai iiin nro surit mlil' ti6'rg ctbng hb
khtng tim thdvgi hdt. 'fr.ri lirrh h6t ckithuc da_v, con vq
linlr di tlAi Lhi[y ngosi liur hrlp dttcri d6 vqi la: - ( E,
6n5; giir lam gi ngoii di'r ,r Ngo+i lit dqtt (Iap : -- < I)a.,

tdi citt c6 cho trtiu irn, thillm oi. Nim nay nlrri'c lLit c6
chtt hdt, triu d6i thidu In 6m d6i dff' qurir>. Ngo:ri.
cuiri n6i dhy dna vcri churrq nhrt' v{v mA nu'o'c mfrt thi
chiy nghgn vO tronq cb. tigoai nghi, ch5c lcng nrinh
kh,:pg thauh n0n kh{n chrra thiiug, lrdn sau do ddtinh
chrrl'On la vb.

(lon oi, ndu hCrm dd nlqoni b6 ra vb thi lihdng con
rnit miii nao nhin bh con n['a. C]ri san dd mOt chut...
Ngctri vua dinh quey mfii xubng... ngoai dlrng phhi...
Ngoli run bhn l6n, khdng l.bm duo'e xLiiing ufr'a... 0i, sao
xac anir ern nim siiu vfl)', im lirn ducri sinh lhy, c6 ri c?
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Ntruc inr'rt u'1o1i tudrr r'.i' 'ftrrl'r3 linh trtjn lbng c'u thdy
rrgo4i l{n xan & do ldu qui,','Qi qithL: -- uOnil gia lQi

di ch6 Lirac khdng thHng niry ( 116 > mqi pli6t toi r11{rr$

bny gio'ir. Ngoli khdng con biet sn' gi nfr'a, n6i tirhm
trong hung: r< 'fao c6 ngud'i anh cnr dziy rbi, miry b5n
chdt tao thl huong hbn ngnbi anh ern tao vb veit cb
urAy r. L{rc do ngoSi chi co rdi tli vb viQc lim sao clua
xac ngtrtri trnh crn vii ngay gitta llan ngirl' ban tnilt nhu
vty. Ktrdng thb cI6 libn trOn xubng, tui no th2[y Lrin chdt
llgorli l.rao irhidn lin cirng duqc, nhttng khdng dugc dE

nguoi anh em bi bfin ch6t lhn thir hai. Vua lirc c16 ngo4i
nhin thdy sc.ri diiy ch[o. Ngo4i aIi dfluthucrng dern clAy chdo
theo l6m, r,d hOm d6 ngoai b6 theo xubngcho c6lQ vdV
thdi. Nhung trii luc d6 thi sqi dAy chio con qui ho'n
ving. Ngoni chm so-i driy chdo lOn ma mudn btit khdc.
Ngoai dd noi t.o'i con rbi, dAy chlo lA balr cira nhA nOng,
cira bi con ngu<-r'i nghr)o minh...

... Dqc tlrro'ng vb hdrn d6, ngo4i dhy xubng di cr.)t treo
nguo'i anh em phia dtt6'i mi nu<yc rn[t cu ro'i li ch[.
Ngoai noi v6i hnong hbn nguo'i anh em: - < l{gucri
anh em r:6n chiu lanh chut nff'a, r6i sE duc.rc vb nghl
ydn flm... >

Crlu chuyQn cdl tidp n&a, vdi nhiing ddm tidp theo
cfia 6ng ngoai tdi, thi chgt co ti6ng k€u:

- Day cli l{i6n e. DAy di ra ngoAi ndy v<ri ngo4i.
Tdi choing tinh df;,,, lirng bung trong ddng rom rndt

lirc moi bo. r'a ducrc. Ong ngoni t6i quhn do uot dhm
slrorlg, ttang ydn itlng nhin tfii mim cuoi. Vin cnu ngii
ngfr, toi h6i:

- Di hri ngoqri? Co dem sqi dAy theo khdng?
Ong ngoli tdi khE cudi, kdo Orn tdi vao long, phrii

rcrm dinh tr'On quhr iio t6i, Mtri rnb hoi, miri tnudc 16

quer tiruQc trl ngttti,'i Ong u3,cqii tOi bdc iiu liiriin tdi
tirrh hiu.
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- Di diu hir ngoxi?
Onq ngoai l-iri k$gng tri lui tOi, Au yiirn h6i l4i:
-. Con [n com cifirrZ
-.Chua. ;
-- Con khong d6i biiiiE .ir4.
-- Crln d6i. .t,
-- Sao con khdng [n tru6'c t[i?

Chcri c6 nh&ng giot nucrc m6t rdt n6ng hbi tr6n m{t
tdi. Ong ngoqi toi kh6cituc trli, trai lai tdi th2iy hdo
hri'rg bdu vung ra kh6i tai 6ng ngo4i tdi chay ra ngoiri.
Gi(, thbi phi vr\o mlt tdi m{t lanh. Ddrn thanh v6ng,
chi nghe tidng s6ng lua song c6 rl rio, tidng nhring trdi
phio sdng thinh thoAng nb <b1rp> trCn kli6ng. Trong
x6 n, mdt con cho c[t titing sira vu vo. B6ng cAy da
trt'&c sfln dinh 6ng Hb in rnQt vQt den l6n nbn troi,
tr(n ngon clf,u rn0t chom sao nhdp nhhy r{t d&. Ch8ng
c6 gl khr{c thuo'ng c&, tru chAn trb'i thinh thohng cu
chup l6e nhu shp co mQt ccrn bf,o l<rn vfly. Tdi noi
vgng viro:

- Ngoai oi, con vria n$m chi6m bao... - TOi noi ddi.

- Con th{y gi?

- (lon thiiy ngoai clang l{n md... Ngoai oi !

Kh6ng c6 tidng tr& lbi. TOi chqy tr& viro chdi, thfly
6119 ngoqi tdi dang hi huc ddo cAi gi & rnQt goc choi.
T,)i h6i: - < Diro gt vAy ngoai ? r nhung 6ng ngoai t6i
nJrr;l khdng nghe, v:in dr\o mii nri6t. TOi buoc t0i ldSr
c:Li gia (1) dtro tidp vdi 6ng ngo4i toi. Girla d0m khuyatinh
m!ch, tiJng gia xhn tl{t vd tidng th& mQt cfia hai Ong
chdu tdi nghe rd mbn rnQt. Trdn m{i rcrm, thXn l}n
ch[c lud'i, tiing vang ra ngoAi ruQng hia...

Cho't 6ng ngo4i tdi n6i; -*

(:.) tuubng.
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- ll6y anh con gili lb'i thdm cort...

- N'I6y anh nao?
Ong ngoqi t6i nhu khdng nghe tdi h6i, dring tay lai

ng6 n6ng ra ngodi, ndt m1t chgt nghn ngo:

- Tui no nXm lflu trong 16 dita nio dua ndy xanh

nhu c6c kd hdt. Luc udy g{p tui n6 ngo4i kh6ng nhln
ra, nghi thiet tQi bi6t chung nio. C6 dua bf bai hai
chAn khOng di dugc phli nhb du'a khrlc cdng. Thing
Sriu Thi6n thi ho sti sg, kh6ng chung n6 d[ bi Iao rbi.
E[ sAu nim rbi cho it 6i gi, s6u nlm hdt nXm hhm
d6n chun ngbi trong lA. Vdy mA chung c6 bidt dn chrit
nAo dAu, cu cudi cudi n6i n6i nhu vua d' choi dAu vb.
Thiet gan chung bXng trbi hay sao kh0ng bi6t...

- Ngoqi n6i ai vfly?

- ... Nhen[m nio, m$t hdm thXng SAu Thi6n vdi mQt
thffng nfra ghd ngay dAy, hai dua chua buoc vd toi d[
cubi n6i: - c Ong Tu cri, t\ri con bi d{nh tr6c hhm rbi,
h6m nay tui con vO & trong I{ day >. Ngoai nghe v0y
thl so.' hdt hbn, tay chAn phrlt run l6n, l6t ddt h6i: -
< Tlri bay c6 dua nAo viQc gi khdng ? Gib v0 la thi viQc
ln & ra lAm sao ? > Nhung hai dua nhu kh6ng rning gl
t0i, cu tidp tuc cud'i noi bO b0, hdt chd mdy thirng linh
ngu khOng bi6t khfli hhm tdi khen bAc nOng d:in nAo d6
df, le mi6ng cuu trri n6 thorit dugc. Ngbi chua n6ng dit,
hai dua dd tinh chuyQn ra di. ThHng Sriu Thi6n nhdy
mfit vrri th&ng kia, hai tlua dbng thanh ndi: <. Tui con
v0 & trong 16 bdn quhn xi l6n cho gon, ndn tinh db
quhn dii lai ngoAi ndy cho dng Tu >. Vfta drit loi, chtng
tlf; tu$t quhn ddi vht l6n sio quhn rio cira ngo4i, co chAu
co cflng chO nhau chAn ttua nAy mf.rp, chrln dua kia 5m,
rbi l6n ra sin hbi nio khOng hay. Ngoqi bidt chung
thdy ngoai nghdo n6n ltrm y4y chd gr2n voi ghi6c gi
nhung chua kip cB.n tht chung de m{t hfit ngoAi
ruQng lua...
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(lhidc gi{ rlt1n11 n cr)p ,,, 1)i lidrr ltln:
-- Ngoai cri, co crii rii rlrro'i rri-r,...
()ng ngotli tdi vOi c,,ri rrL6.;g hdL hi bir,','i rtfit, ld-v tr\'

trcng cai khap/r) mQt goi .rir6 ri liin luo't thho cac loir
ni-tdng bao ngoai. Hai crli quiin riii L<l't ra, ciurg voi rnti
$nr mdc xdng Iin niing nirc...

- Hai cAi quiin drri cira chring n(r rLiv, ngo4i c?it lii
di rh cho' ltgay chilng ra... (iio"Lhi clliu cdn bin rtuo'c nii'n...

Hri cai quhn dii, phiin bi mr1c, phhn bi mdi g{m rach
lAm nhAnr h6t. Ong ngo4i ldi chrn hai cai qnhn ciua ldn,
h:ri gigt nuoc mirt trt tr\' l[n trdn ma. V[ra lirc do tdi
nr;he tidng nb...

LAn ti'org tidng gi6 diit rliu lir tidng song lira, song
cir hnr i, tidng md n ctic c6c > n6i lin, iran dhu con riri
rirc, sau mdi luc nrQt rdnr lir, Ian nhanh ttt cihu x<im tcri

catii xom. Chti gi{t rninh stra rern. Ticip tireo c6 tidng tir
vd lanh linh. 'I'6i budng gih xfin delt chny ra situ nhirt
lb xom thfiy rtcn clc nhir clti moc thinh mQi chudi dai
chiGsir d6 l2ip lhnh qua khe la. Yb huo'ng sCrng YIm C6,

thdp thoang rubng ghe boi tcvi boi lui lao xa-o. 'froi vb

Jrhia tl6 hinir nhu cfing s:ing l6n b6'i irnh ddn. Trdn nbn
trdi, sao db dbn vb day chi chit...

Long n6n nao, tdi k€ir thdt l6n vui drrg ngoai tdi:

- Ei thdi, rigoai 0i !

Kh6ng c6 tieng tri trci. Tdi chay vrrt triv vt\o, cho't
Iu'ng srinu lai & crlra. Ong ngoqi tfii vd mill trang nghi0m,
thAnh kinh clang qui chirp nhang kliiin vai 6'mQt g6c

chdi. IIIQI ngon rlen dh-tr chay t6 nggn in b6ng 6ng ngoai
tdi lung linh trdn vAch. Lhn dhit ti6n 6ng ngoqi tOi dA

lQt khln khfic trdn dhrr. l'oi ngac nhi6n th{y dhu t6c
6ng ngoni tOi den mun, hhdng mOt so'i bnc. I{h6i nhang
bay luqn udn do, t6a mui tho'rn thtr'm. Idi lilng 16 ngbi
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xudng phia sau 6ng ngoni tOi. Ong ngoqi tCri khdn gi ttri
nghe kh6ng r0, chi nghe loang thoang nh&ng ti6ng < erng

bA >, << tA tion r, <r nguoi khudt m{,t r, rbi sau do co tidng
gi nhu la << ngubi anh em, dbng chi r.

Hbi lnu 6ng ngoni tdi quay lai khd bfio t6i:

- Quj xu6ng, khdn di con !

Tdi chm lf,y b6 nhang tinh hoAi khdng bi6t n6i gi, bOn
n5i thhm:

- IhXng Doi, phen niy mAy bidt tay tao !

Sau d6 hai 6ng chau tOi chuhn bi ra di, tdi h6i 6ng
ngo4i tdi:

- Ngoai cri, c6 dem theo sg'i dAy khdng ?

- Chi vAy?

- C6 khi c6 chuyQn dung, ngoai i.
- Con tlinh tr6i ai rni doi dem ddy theo hoAi vfly?

- B[t dugc tui thHng Doi thi con tr6i.

- Con kh6ng dinh gint sAp b6t e?

- B6t cron cfing giut s{p lu6n.
Ong nqoai tr)i cuoi lcrn, gigng cuo'i cria nguoi giri c&

sau cI6 t[t ngdm, chi con (cuc cltcD-rrong cb hong nhu
tidng khoc ndc.

2

IIai 6ng chAu tdi blng dbng chay di. Suong dOm u0t
dhm chfin. 6ch nhAi, 6nh trcrng kdir r6n ci cantr dbng.
'l'roi trong v[t, dhy sao, nhung chirn 1rd.i ttri vin c*
cho'p loe. Gi6 thbi muuh urin cong nhii'ug ti\..r cau, tiu
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du,r, tli mAy trdl di fflng b[ng. 'Idi qu{n khoanh sqi
dA.r chflo tr6n cb chay b5.ng bdng phia Lruoc nhu luot
di tr€n bcr ruQng.

< Thfrng th&ng dqi ngoqi voi IIiOn oi t > - Ti6ng 6ng
ngr4i tdi rdo tdi tung ch{p phia sau, nhung tdi kh0ng
ch im chAn duoc. Ven cAy trucrc mft vcri chudi ddn mec
dAi cudn htt lfiy t6i, chua bao gio tOi cliay nrau d6n th6.

- Ghd dAy, Hi6n cri !

frong mQt sAn nhi, rnirt dam con nit dang quo con
ctii vt vt, thdy tOi chrhng ch4y ira ra goi. Tdi nhin ra
nt ir anh Ba Eudc, nguni tho- rdn ddng con nbi ti6ng lA
m in dn chi thir cfia xd. 'Irucrc sAn nhd, ngut-r'i ttr t{p rdt
ding, ngucri lcrn chm dudc, ddn l6ng ban tan bn io.
Tlong nhi, iidng chi Ba Eucrc nat ch6, q'.rAt thAo dAm
ccn dang khoc ldo nhdo. Du6i tdng cAy vu sita, 16 uot
nhhy, rn{y con trAu giqm chAn th& phi phi. Suo'ng lir
klr6i mdi luc mQt th0m rnt mit. TOi di vi\o, tliim con
nrt bu lai, lAu rbi chlrng tdi mdi g{p lai nbau.

- Ei d6 hir Ili€n ?

- L".
't'di glt dhu tlu'ng ud'n nguc cd lim ra v6 trang lrgng.

Tuy vAy tOi cfing chua bidt ( di ) le di diu.

- Dcm theo so'i dAy chi vAy ?

- Ay, c6 chuyQn chn mA.

- Troi tirXng cai tbng l(i6t e ?

- 'fhdi, chuydn cira ngucri lo'n, dting h6i.
Ong ngoai tdi clai chay toi, ti6ng 6ng rhy chi [Ja Dttcc:

- Lim gi bAy rtanh slip nh6 viry hfi Ba?
Chi Ba Du(c di ra sdn cuoi, mlt 116 frng lin:
- di, clAm con toi ch[rng nh6ng nh6o qua siri, 6ng

'l'tr o'i ! Sudt ddtn cu kh6c nhb nhQ, girr thi ddi di
toco nfta.
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f idng 6nt ngoai tOi, vin voi giong nat nt):

- Chring n6 c6 d6i, co binh thi inoi khoc, no tiI nhu
con ngutri ta thi ch&ng nhdng nhdo lim chi. Sao bAy
khdng bi6t thucrng con chut nAo v4y ? U, chung mudn di
thi cho chung di, tdn com t6n gao gi md bAy ti6c chd?

Anh Ba Euoc di tlAu vb, gicr hai bin tay to st, chai
shn kdu tui trd chring tOi lai:

- E6m nay nhd'rnffy em mQt viQc. Truoc h6t, em nio
nhdn lAm < chi huy >...

Bon tr6 khorii chi reo I6n, ctng quay l4i chi toi.
Nhung tdi quay ch5 khAc, ld di. E6i vrvi tdi hiQn girr,
moi vi6c gi c6 v6 << con nit > clbu khOng dAng cho tOi da

}i ddn. Anh Ba Duoc cuoi, miQng rOng quirc, c{i theo
trdn mA cir nhuc nhich, thinh thoing lai gitt mdt cAi (do
ln do hbi cdn lA mQt thanh nidn l6u l6ng, di dA gA trdn
mi6t lldc NI6n, Bi Ei6m, anh bi ttri du cdn d6n danh).
Anh noi ti6ng bm bm vang rli mQt cAch d6 ddng:

-- A thlng Hi6n, may ltrm viQc nAy thi khe d6. EAy
nd, rnii5' 6ng tre...

- D6 bhi dd n?... - Tdi la I0n, khinh bi.
Anh Ba Enoc nghidm ndt urflt:

- Fldrn nay thi miy phii nghe lo'i ngttoi l6'n, Hi6n fr.

- Nhung tdi mudn ducrc < di ) thdi.
-- Ei ddu ? Hdm nay khdng ai trong :<[ ndy di dAu

hdt, rninh sdng chdt vdi tui nO & tai dAy th6i. VA ngud'i
l0n, con nit gi cilng phiri gop st'rc vd hdt, rnhy bidt kh6ng ?
MAy nghe tao dln ddy...

I(hdng chn bi6t t6i ung chiu hay kirdng, anh kb tai
tdi n6i: <Mdy lam nhu vily... nhtr vhy, nghen llidn>.
Anh thdm: - (Tao noi nhu v0y nhung lri lirlfittt 65
nghen mtrl,-!> Anh tudn cho tdi mdt d6ng dng lre, tnOt

( t) LQnh.
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hoc <hi tlri ri;i vrlt bi6n di dAu mf,t.'Ic\i cdu tlang fl,lrn$
lrr8rg Iu lhi chi Ila Eucrc dilai ghn cud'i n6i, giong tiu

,vdm vd trAn trong kh/rc thuong:

- Chri tli0n di cdng tac d6 hA? I-3iy cAi khln chi dAy
choi ng cho iim cb, chftng vE ghi nha chi [n co'n nghen ?

Klrdng bidt tinh gi hcrn, t0i <li tim Ong ngoqi tdi. Ong
ngorri t6i rlang dung noi.chrrydn vo'i rn6t nguoi clan 6ng
tu6i trrng nir1n, voc nguoi vam v&, vai rQng, nudc da
thi ranh ving, kh6ng hi6u co binh gi thrrtrng ho kh[rc
khir: ludn. Anh Ba Ducyc rt\ nhi6u ndng dAn khAc nfi'a
dang du'ng vAy quanh. Ngrroi din dng dang kE chuyQn
v-.ri gi khidn moi ngucri cu'oi tung ch0p. Tdi dang buc
minh, ddn kio tay 6ng ngo4i t6i:

- ,)"g ngoqi rri gifr dtim con scri clAv.

-- LIa ?

-- Con c6 vidc < ridng > rbi.
-- A, chri chi.
C,ng ngo+i tdi dang viri khdng rtb j, gi tdi thrli tlQ bqc

bQi cira t6i, quay sang ngu'd'i clan 6ng, gicri thiQu: a Mdv
nh,r no lihong SAir Thi6n?'I'hHng nh6 rlem com c16 mi >.

Ngre viry, tdi libn nhin k! nguo'i din 6ng. Thu thithic
d6 tdi chi nhin thdy anh Stiu Thidn vr1 n6,.rg dAn chflt
ph ic va dirng nguoi l-rinh hr;qn mr\ thdi. NOn sa'a clo t6i
lurLg tirng nhin xudng quhn anh daug bfn. Ong ngo4i
tdi thdy vav crroi, n6i:

.- N,'; lo bdv khdng c6 qrrhn bdn, chi,r,6n htli xua
do mA...

.\nh Shu Thi6n cfing ctrui, tlilt bin tay to sir l6n vai
tOi noi:

- ]Iiiv anh cr.r quiir-r bfLn rbi... Crinr crn ern d[ dem
conr...

I't)i Lqhi d0 Ii mdi. cAu noi khach slo nc\u quay di,
tlir rE voi bon tr'6 chirng t6i. Chi tronq phri[ ch6c, tdi
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t6p h.2p Cuqc h:rn hai < tie .r dQi > con nit chttn triltt'
t'oi ptrrin cong, phin viQc, di.tn dd ciirng hoiurg rbi leo

dring tr0n ddn'1 trlu giira sdn, h6:

- 'fap hqp. IIOI hing dgc, thftng !

Bgn tr6 ch4o r4o, tdi quAt:

- PhAi nghe loi nguli chi huy cho tlang holng choI
E, thHng nio lQn xQn tao dap...

Bon tr6 tlua nao cflng mudn duqc dung truoc c6, ndn
thay vi shp trAng mdt, chung shp hing hai, hang ba...

Va khi tOi h0: < Dbu buo'c >, thi chung co gio chay vtt.

Tuy v&y, chuqg tOi cflng dtln duqc ch6 di dinh. D6
lA mgt bo d5t cach dbn SAn Co kholng ba tr[m thu<vc,

tu d6 c6 tht! nhin thdy ld' md nhrlng vong rio ddy kEm
gai, cAi Ibng cu in l6n nbn tr<yi nhgn ho6t nhu mQt cAy

dinh. Tdi theo lcvi d{n cria anh Ba Dudc, cho cic < ti6u
dQi ) d{t cac 6ng tre thAnh tuydn hinh vong cung dm
ldy dbn, va cho chuhn bi nuoc, lfra sin sirng, hE c6
lQnh la d6t. lam ti6ng n6.

56 nguoi chqy di di l6ng dhn, xom ldng ydn l{ng tr6'
lai, ddn cr{c nhA cfrng di tht, tidng gio khua la ri rio
vA ti6ng con sdng ch6y hm h lai nbi rd l6n nghe binh
y6n, 6m a. Tdi ch6p tay sau dit di tcri di lui, ludn rnidng
quAt dAm con nit: - < Ngbi ydn mQt chut cho tui bAy,
phfii rAn chiu kh6 cho'. EAy dAu ph&i chuydn choi >.

Nhung rnQL hbi, chinh tdi lai nong ruQt ho'n hdt, tdi leo
l6n btr d{t drrng chting nqnh tay ngong dom m6t luc,
h6i chd xu6ng:

- Phai hbi nfly anh Ba Duoc n6i dOm nay minh dinh
dbn khcn11?

- [)hiri.

- Vr.iy sao drn ruvfly? B0 co gi tr{t vuQt liii chHc.
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Bong mQt ngu'oi tir phia s,au chay tdi. Ed ln bac N[m
Ngei, nliir khdng c6 ruQng, larn nghi tlit lep(1) & ven
sdnl; Ydm C6. Qrranh niil.n sueiL [hanq chi thiiy bdc minh
mhv btn slnh l{n hup du6'i lt'u lh. D6rn nay co 16 }rac

cilr-rq dang & ducvi do ndn hay tin tr0.., Ttiy vi.ry bAc
cfing dm < sring > cling ho:\nq nhrr moi ngucri, hhhu
sung goi trong midng ni-l6ng con 16 nucrc rong rdng.
Ngr,ng bo' drit, bac hing tung th6 ni.o li.\rn rot midng ni-
long, coi-r tro l{i trOn tay c[i b4p dL]a r4i xcio. Rgn tr6
cutii r0 lin, va tOi claug bubn miing ndn khdng b6 dip
trdrr ghgo bac:

-- L..rcrrn rnidng ni-l6ng boc <sirng> lai ditia cvi?Tia
&tri aay d6t t(hi da(2) tha.g tui concdn hon.

IlAc N[rn Ngcri r,6n t16 tinh, Ing'm midng ni-l0ng boc
< khhu sLurg > lai, cuo'i hQch hrlc, dhp:

-- Tao c6 q'nen vo'i thr'r nay driu. Nhung viQc nh6
chr la viQc cich rnang do nghen mtrl'?

'l6c chcrt nhin th{y nhfr'ng dng tre cira chirng tOi, n6i
tidp:

- Ttri biy ltrm < viQc d(r > do tri ? Vdy minh phdi hgp
ctro thdt [n kh6p nghen? Ngoni ndy trli biry nb cho
gi{)n, trong kia tao cfing xLrng phong cho thi6l. ngon.

- Nhung tia b[n phAt mQt hay u le phan >(3), db trri
ccn cdn bidl.... - T6i vAn con cd ghgo.

- Cdi thting...
Bac Nirm Ngg'i gio < sirng > doa tdi rbi leo qua bb ddt

ct.ay tli, chir gif-rm thinh thich tr6u mf,t ruQng. ThoAng
cl i, bong bnc dii m{t htt vAo trong bong ddm .trudc
n at.

Tdi n;bi lXi ngip rnq)t ciri cirly nLrrrc rnt"rt, ndi:

(l) lt(.t dtttiq cu bdt cti, tdn.
(21 +;tit aan.
G1 Ofiny1 ra ph6.i n6i ld ra-phan (titng Phdp c6' nglia ld.

li|n thanh).
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- Thring nho canh tao ng& bfly mQt chut coi bf,5r'

(llrtnt rlrtt loi, tdi bSng nghe mQt tidng nb < chAt I
tru6'c m[t. TOi hofrng h6t nhiy trAi tr& xu6ng, thdt:

- E, khdng c6 ngfr nghen khdng. ThXng nao ngir d6?
Thuc dfly! Thuc dfy hdt!

T6i chrrp ldy mQt dng tre db nudc, b6 khi da, nghidng
qua l4i cho hoi du&ng kht bdc l6n dhy 6ng tre, bflt qugt
chAm lfra, thdt:

- N6, tui bdy !

MOt ti6ng nb mu6n x6 rdch tai t6i. BOn phli, b0n trr{i
ttng lo4t nb ti6p theo, rEn vang nhu sdm. Chua chi tai t6i
dd t l6n rbi, nhtrng tdi khdng ngdt ch4y t0i chay lui, hdi
dua nAy chdm lfta, dua kia db nudc. Tdi hdt leo l6n bd
d{t cd banh mht dom vE hu6ng dbn lai nhAo tr& xudng
chen lai dng tre nay, d6 thdm nudc 6ng tre kia, la ldi
om sdm: - < Ph&i nb cho dbu, nghe kh6ng ! Eua niro
mhn a ldp > thi bi don, dny khdng phli chuyQn choi ! r
BOn trong dbn SAn CO dfly l6n tidng ngucri ta thdt, ti6ng
chdn ch4y tdi chay lui thinh thich, nhibu nhut li ti6ng
ho reo (( xung phong r, gigng kdo dAi vang d6n ch6
chung tOi. Sr.hng trong dbn nb tua ra, sau tl6 chi con rdi
rac, dan rot l6m b6m ngodi ruQng, Lai thdm c6 tidng
trdng vi tidng gd thtng thidc. B6t dhu c6 tidng hla chdy
phung phuc lAn vdi tidng cAy c6i, gach ng6i gfry d6,
tidng ch6 sfia, heo gi kdu inh 6i nghe ndn nao ruQt gan.
Kh6i den b6c l6n cubn cuOn, bay t6a vb huong x6m
Nhe Ng6i. Phia sau thdy c6 ngucri vric mQt cdi loa hdi
hi chay tcri, chut sau d[ nghe tidng loa k6u: - < H&i
anh em binh si... > B6ng c6 mQt ti6ng nb < hrn > rdt l&n
dQi chao c& mdt ruQng. Bgn chring tOi vQi qudng 6ng
tre, phong l6n bo d{t ddm xem.

Dbn SAn Cd thenh mQt vrlng lfta d6 ruc sAng c6 mQt
g6c trdi. Sung trong dbn v6n nb, dan hla tua ra thilnh
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hln i chu vbng, nhung bdng nguoi chay to'i chay lui lao
xao dfl thdy toi sat vong rAo diy kEnr gti. Lai thOm mOt
ddy nhi phia sau dbn bdc ch6y, lfra Anh ldn trAng rd
c& bU tuUng loang l8 nhiing vdt ran nut. LAn trong
tidrrg dan nb vA tidng la thdt, c6 tidng dan bir con nit
kh(rc ldo nhdo. Su6t trong thdi gian d6 tidng loa v6n
l6ng lQng, chdm rfli: - < H&i anh em binh si, cAch mang
df, vb toi... )

1'6i quay lai, thdt bfro dirnr tr6:
-- Chay v6, tui bfly!
: . Khi chung tdi tdi noi thi < moi vi6c r dd di6n ra

hdl rbi. Ebn SAn Cd chi cdn lai rnQt dam tro tdn v6i
nhfrng m6i ng6i, m6i lA db nAt. Ngucri c6 sung, nguot
kh)ng co sung trin vO dhy trong c6c sAn, ch4y tdi ch4y
lui, khdng cdn ra tr{t tu gi nfra. DAy kEm bt dap dep
dd p, cac tru lam mbi cho h"ra & mQt ddng chr{y giria
sdrr. CAy cQt cd cflug chiu sd ph0n y nhu viy. C&nh d6n
vtia co c6i khOng khi khtrng khidp sau mQt tran d{nh,
lai c6 gi vui vui nhu ddm hQi. Ai cfing mu6n tidng minh
nci lon ho'n c6.

- Thirng nio cn nr.r troi quAch lai hdt I

- DAn no di dAu dAy?

- Kh0ng bi6t.

- tu, vfly cho cha nQi nio chi huy?

- U, thi chi hry.,. Tu rninh chi huy minh thOi, chri
ern d.

& mQt ch6 khAc, khdng hi6u sao c6 mQt ttip ngudi
drrng chria mQt dirm chriy. MQt b6c ndng dAn minh trhn
trirng trlrc dang lln xh vdo drim hi'a thdt bio nht'ng
n3ubi dt'ng chung quanh:

- Nuoc driu, bi6u ciem nuoc lqi day. Ch6y mg n6
hdt rbi.
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-- Lua nang thorn bd con A, toirn lA lua ttit ce. - Nguo'r

ta b0ic lria chuy6n nhau coi, hiri(l), lrhrn trb vtli nhau,
Sau ddrnguo'i ta xtc ra tu trong m$t nha kho nlrirng
thirng lua ,ld chAy mQt nfra, khoi b6c ngtn ngut.

O mQt goc nhtr kho bdng co ti6ng nguUi kdu ldn vui
mung:

- C6 con gA m6i dp cfia tdi dAy, ba con oi !

Tdi cha5r bHng ngang sfln vd dung phli hai ngudi
dang di lhm lfii, v6 kh6ng chu f gi tcri quang cinh
chung quanh. Tdi nhin ra anh SAu Thidn vcri mQt anh
thanh ni6n kh6c, sirng mang gi{u mQt bdn hdng. Tidng
anh SAu Thidn ghn nhu l.hhm thi i - ( Anh ldm khdo
lEnr !... Thi cflng vi ldng r6m, quO hucrng minh thdi,
anh 4... > Tdi nhin ngucri thanh ni€n hao hao giSng ltnh
Hao vOi chay theo, nhung hai ngucri de di mdt hut...

Nldt toAn linh bi troi cli qua trubc m{t t0i, di sau li
bac Ndm Ngqi. Bdc cud'i nhAy mht vbi t6i:

- Ed chu em thdy khdng, tuv sung gi& v&y chd cflng
b6t trdi <lugc tlri no.

MQt bac n0ng dAn khac gin hon di ngang nghe thfiy
vQi dtng lai l6n ti6ng rhy:

- Chu tu&ng tui no khdng bidt minh mang sung gii
hay sao ? tni n6 bi6t hdt dd ch6, nhung tui n6 sq minh,
c6t & ch5 rninh dbng rnQt long...

tsac Ndm Ngo'i cuo'i hb hb, gi6 li:
- [I, y tt-ri mu6n n6i rninh tuy srhng gi6, nhung c6

tinh thhn.
Gi&a sAn dbn, n6i bft trong cltim nguo'i, dng ngoai

t6i minh trhn lAng bong rnb h6i, dhu khdc khln quai
xrroc - dnng y nhu hdrn 6ng b6n sg'i dAy --- dang giang
tay qu&ng scri dAy l€n cdi l6ng cu trdn noc ld cdt :

- Ne,, riip nha'u. giut rrrcTt cAi cho dd tay di bd con oi !

(1) Ng;ii.

t
5l



(

.,.m[t todn litth bi tri'i di qua trtroc mdt t6L"

Nhibu ngudi khdc Phu hqa:

-'U, Jint, mqt cdi 

"t'" 
ae tay rli"ftt&ng n6 rnqc duqc

& tldv hoAi cho'" :''N;;l n"oi thi minh chdt hdt con gi' - N(ot ,guoi

t't!,lituo, 
cing dai cluoi hxng t'?t.canh tay bam lfiy'

dtrnq tlhu I) ring ^g"nii)i' 
J" r6t la bon tr6 chung toi'

it.lT.il;iltii,""bi"J.u0"'i*' da hbng duo'i 6nh rira'
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Nguui ta h0 hui, lam d$ng tac nhr-r tihy mQt chidc ghe
lcrn, tuy rdng cdng viQc ch$r-g nirng nhr-rc gi. Cai lO c6t
xicu tir tu rbi ngfi ( rhm > xn6ng, 96 vhn, cQt Iico gdy
d6, gach ng6i vlng tung toc. Nhtt m$t bhy ong, t6p
nguoi vrl tin ra dung vA1, quarrir, chi ta5r cuoi noi vui
mtlng:

- Mny cdn linh rfp dom ngo moi thu'n['a thdi, ht]
cdi db chdt hai?

- Hang ngdy n6 dom lom lom vd xorn nhu qui dorn
chta vty.

- Gid thi n6 rd nhu bii cut m6c mna, ha ha...
Ngubi ta ti6p ttrc qudng dAy gint sip nhfrng c6i ld c6t

kl-rac, dudi su chi huy cria ngoai tdi. TOi b5t <Ihu thfiy
chrln cdng viQc d6. Vria luc d6 t6i thf,y ngodi bfii c6
SAn Cd c6 nguoi tu tap r0[t dOng...

- ... N6 con tQi gi n&a bd con k6 tidp di t

- N6 con tQi de d6t nha thi6m Tu Dibu.

- Xin mcri ngtrd'i nhi thi6m Tu EiEu.

Gifra sfln c6 rQng, xanh mu0t (vi lAu nay bon tr6 ch5n
trAu chring tOi khdng gi6m tdi), ducri ting cAy du6c lcrn
chAy phung phung, tdn cai tbng Ifidt bi tr6i {u{t tay ra
sau, du'ng t r[, mb h6i ra udt cAi 6o lua mdu hQt gr).

lVIQt anh thanh ni6n dung kb d6 ph{t kh[n, c2it giong
khln d4c l4p lai:

- Xin-mdi nguUi nhA, thidin Tu Eibu.

69

3

*



Crinh im llng kdo dai, n,{ng nb. Cudi cirng, mQt bAc

ndng ddn ngbi & hAng ilhu l6n tidng:
-. NhA'thi6m Tu Eibu chdt hdt rbi, N[m do, sau khi

bi th&ng cai tbng Kidt ddt nhir, thidm I'u Eibu bidt minh
khe ng th6 & ydn vcri n6 dug'c nfra m0i bbng bd con cdi
di vb miet H{u Giang tinh bb di lAm thud lAm mucvn
nut i dam con sdng qua rigtrS'. Nhung ddm con rli dgc
duirng dm d6i chdt hdt mQt nfra, con mQt nfra bi tr&n
lut n5m Thin chdt hdt. 'Ihidrn Tu Dibu dau bubn, mdy
thring sau thi thEt cb tu ti'r.

(l6nh im l[ng kdo ddi mOt lhrr nr]a, ct\ng n{ng nb ho'n
truoc. Ngucri ta nghe rd rirng ti6ng con d6 nhfry sert soat
trcng c6, ti6ng con cA quly mong & ngoai dAm ruQng
xa lvlQt hbi, anh thanh ni6n l+i ph{t ktr[n noi. khdng
co 1 ra tidng nria:

- Con ai k6 gl n&a khdng?

- Thdi bdy nhi6u cflng dfr rbi.
Anh thanh ni6n dung d{y dua hai bdn tay ldn:

- Vay xin mcvi bir con kdt tQi n6.
N6i chua dirt lcvi, trong ddm ddng b6ng c6 tidng thdt:

- Khoan dE!
I\{qi nguoi bn io k6u goi nhau tr6nh qua mQL bdn,

nlruong chd cho mQt ngurri tu phia sau chcn di ldn. Co
tiiing budc chAn n{ng nE vi ti6ng ho st str. Tidp theo
c(, tidng nhibu nguoi kdu I6n voi nhau: - (Ai d6?
Tridm Ut Ttra hir? Tro'i ddt!) Tdi ho&ng hdt vQi chen
l€n thi thdy thidrn lt fla d[ tdn t<ri tr'On tri ]rbi ntro,
drrng dung chi tay vAo m{t tincai t6ng I(iet:

- Cai tbng 1(i6t, gio nrhy bi bht troi nhu vhy, mhy
c,i nho ngiry xua mny di mb brlng cirbng tao nhu thd
nilo, mAy da b6t hi6p tao vir nh6t cho bon tay chAn
hi6p tao ntrlr' thd nio khr)ng?

Thirn Ut't'f,e bit ho nrr)t [r'An3 tlAi, tay chAn bi.rt run
lity bhy. ]Ir)t nguo'i ta phia sau buoc lOn d6' thi6m,
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nhtrng thidrn gat di. Cei Itiy su'c dr"'mg r:ho vfi'ng, rnQt tt1'
dnr liiy r1gr.l'.r, rndt tav vin con chi vDro uriil- lin cri tDrrg
Ki 5t, thi6m noi tidp:

- [IAy lihdrg nhcr thi di: tao rririic l1i cho miy nhir!
Dtrn hdrndo, tron4 uhi r:rAy Lridp 1ro, nhir ngoAi rnr\1,

cho dirn tay chln mb bqrng rnoi gan chbng tao. l'IAy hidp
ta,) xong riii bucyc ur nh:r u{oiri, & tkr bon tay chfln
bt:ng lin cho rnay tlia gan cJ:bng tao vri'a xt\o cl-rin tdi...

'I'ao co noi tirim cho lnat, chrit nao hhong h6' cai tbng
K dt? MAy udng rugu iin gan chbng tao, ti6p t\rc cho
b,rn tay chirn hidp tao nira. NIdy n6i: - (( Ddi vdi tui
n i thi phii tri nhu v4y >. I'ao h6i rrriy : Vo' chbng tao
d t lim gi.ndn tdi mA miy < tri nhu vfly > hii ?

Thidrn UtThe dd mdt nrudn dilL ho'irbi.'l'uv vf,y rngi
n3utri klidng ai n& budc l6n cirn thidrn cti. Thidm du'ng
r,rn t'hy,lao chao, nhung mQt tay vAn cdru thr'rng i6p:

- ... Itbi miy con n6i niru vhy ntl'a, mirv noi citrr
ktridn tao c5m tht th?iu xtto'nq-. XIA-I' n6i: - < Cho dAng
do'i vo chbng nhi no, siing clang hoAng khdng chiu lai
dem tliirn tli lim Vi0t I'linh CQng s&u r. Tao h6i miy:
(lhbng tao cti dinh TAy cil'u nhd c[tu nuoc, tao giup dd
I,A con ddu tranh dA de, bi uc hi6p, dga clhy, v{y lA
sdng khOrrg ilAng hor)ng do sao',)

Th& hbng hQc, tiridm rluay Ifli vdi bA con:

- Bn con cho phip toi xti' tdn Ac 0n nay. TQi 6c n6
r'li ctrr;g tlrvi h6t, nhrrnq nguo'i bi nd hai, hd dd chdt,
ngtrcri lang bnt tli chAn trd'i goc hi6n nao hdt rbi. Chi c6
l5i clhng li chdt rbi nhu'ng cdn cti sdng dtin ngiy nay.
'[6i cho diin luc niy.",

N6i tdi d6. khdng de' ri kip ngiur cZtn. nhanh nlrrt
,:hop, thiirn Ut ttra rut tLi' tlong itng ra con clao sting
,1uitc, qrrry lai nhio to'i tOn cai tbng Iii6t nhu cou mdo
vb con chu$t. Bidt bao niru thidnr s?ing n-ror m6i dB
cho Cr;'i phul. nAy, cdn bao nhi0rr s[rc lpc thidrn ddc
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rlo rt6. Lu&i rlao trong tay thidrn nhon hofit, v,\ ci
nguiri thie'm luc do cfing nhgn hoht nhu lud'i dao. ]lQt
tay 6o cira thidm xoe rQng ra, phdt ngang m{t t€n cai
tbng I(dt.'thirnh mQt vqt den khfing khidp. Con mf,5,
bu6'c nfra thi6m c[m dugc lu&i dao vd nguc tOn cai
tbng Ki6t rbi, ndu anh thanh ni€n khOng kip nhAo l6n
dirng chhn ngang. Anh qudt:

- Hfly binh tinh, bA con t T$i n6 ddng chdt trdm lhn.
nhung kh6ng ai duqc tr1 quyEn...

Thidm Ut fna hut tay ng[ chui v]ro ngud'i anh thanh
ni6n.

Phia duoi c6 tidng con gAi nh6 kdu thdt lOn, giang
non not nghe thflt tlAng thuong:

- NIA oi!
Khdng chhn chu gi nfra, tdi blng dbng chqy vb x6m

Nhn Ngoi.
Nha thing Doi cfra khoa kin mit. Tdi gi{t cfra rhm

rhm, ch5 giat minh srla ran, kh6ng th{y trong nhd dQng
tinh gi. T6i vAc da chgi < rdp > ldn cdnh cita sb, cfing
nghe inr thinh thich. T6i tuc giirn qu6t lon:

- p Oo'l o'i, thirng cha ac 6n cira rniy dang bi bir con
sd tlrit rrgoiri ki:r kia.

Tdi chu'a drit lo'i, nghe tiing chAn tuOn xu6r,g chu
thang rhm rhrn. ThHng Doi hiQn rer & cfi'a: N6 dI lon,
m{t d6 frng, rnrit dhy mrrn trung ca. N6 nhin tdi v6 clm
tu'c l[m, mi rnit cu gif.rt lia:

- MAy ducrc nrro'c ldn chu'n(t) hA? Rbi co ngay tao
b6 hong mtry, bt! hong 

'ci lii ttri may. Tui mAy chua
lAm tlo'i ldm ddt gi clu'o'c ritiu.

Tdi quirt tri lai:

- Nhung hdm nay thi bd hong mdy truo'c dd.

- NIny di'ng dugc utroc lOu chun...

(t) Chitt
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* Mdy gitii mri'cfra ra rii.

- Tao kirOng rn6'.

- Eb m{rp thit ch6t nhdt"

- Db dAn ruQng cdn ilb.
Q,rl chdn song sirt, hai chung tdi lbng lQn nhu sEp

trrr lno{ nudt sdng nhau. ThHng Doi mht dd d6 nghu,
con tdi thi crir khom lung quat:

- LI, mAy thft m& cira ra coi.

-. 'l'ao kh6ng m6', may l,{y quyEn gi mi }rit tao rn6'?

-- (.)uybn xtrt clita co t6i. Nhtr thiing cha nrtiy r'{y,
ch. mAy tdri Ac hht dhu dang bi br\ con xri'ngoii kia.

l'6i crii xu6ng tlanh mQt vi6n dA bay vut qua clhu.
Th ing Do'i ti6p trrc hdt da ndm tdi, l6ng lOn :

-- TQi gi? Cha tao c6 tQi gi mA tui bAy dern xfr, h[?
'.'0i cfrng di6n ti6t, hdt de nim tri lai qua ch{n song

s6t, s6i da cu bay vun vul.
.- 'tQi gi hfr? TQi gi6t nsnd'i, tQi hi6p dAnr...

- Cha tao di gi6t ai, hi6p ai dtiu?

- Gidt cha con 'l'hirm, Iii6p mir con Th[m.
E6 khdng th?iy bay qua dhu t6i nfi'a, thlng Do'i dung

xudi tay, mlt dhm dia rnb hOi. N6 hn th{p giqng h6i
t6L, kh0ng bubn lau vQt rnfu clang chirv rcrl)g tr6n mflt:

- Ilirl'rlirt lhdm chuy0n ra cto hh l{i6n?

- I\lt\1' ra ngodi kia rnir coi.

- Con I'hitm c6 ngoai do khdng?

- trIAy so'corr Thiun a?

- Tao h6i thiet ma.

- No dang 6rn rnh no khoc ngoAi d6.

- Sao r'qi1,?

-.- 'l'hi cfrng tlo thHng cha mA;* c&: mA no dung l0n
vach tQi cha mdv, ulit ucr qua td(]) chdt giflc.
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Ttr&ng Doi nghe tOi n6i vfly cdng th0m ir rii. fdi khdrrg
hi6u sao no lai nhu vdy, nhung thdy n6 tg nhi6n
cxudng nuoc> nhu v{y t6i khinh bi no quA, phun
n phet > ntroc nridng qua cir:in song, b6 di.

Bdi c6 S&n Co dd vhng ngud'i, chi cdn l4i uh&ng cdy
tln6c tAn con bdc khoi, nhfi'ng khuc bflp dtla vat xdo
nXm vuong vli, nhfrng khuc cAy, con cui, bao gitly,
niJdng... Gi&a sAn, con dao cira thi6m Ut .ffra nfim ngita
lu&i, ldp lAnh dLrryi {nh sao. Tdi cui lugm con dao gi6t
vio lung, dinh blrng dem vE trao lai cho con Th5.m.

DSng bot,6ng ngo4i tdi vA nh&ng ngubi n6ng dAn
dang giut sflp nh&ng cAi ld cdt cu6i ctng. Ti6ng 6ng
ngoai t6i: - < Soi dAy cfia t,ring chdu ngoai t6i tIAy, ha
ha... > Sau d6 moi nguoi khi0ng so'i dAy chio trdn vai
di di6u mQt vdng cluanh dbn truoc khi blng tlbng vE
x6m. Tdi nhdp vAo dong nguui di vb.

0 sAn dinh 6ng H6, anh Ba Erru; v6i ba b6n thanh
ni6n kh6c quhn Ao x6c xdch, minh mhy dhy birn ddt
tlang chia nirau nhring nflm com v5.t, hut thu6c, cubi
n6i 6n io.

- VAy lA dd dAnh gi{c rbi do, chA?

- Cfing ch8ng khhc chi quhn trAu, chi chn gin tay
mOt chrit.

- Nhung cii dong ngoan cti chung chua chiu
thua dAu.

- Thi 6ng ch&ng thua, bi chiing thua, rbi dAy m{c
su'c mir thfr suc vcyi nhau.

Auh Ba Eucrc chqt nhin thdy t6i, n6i:

- A, thXng Hi6n do hA? Hbi nfly may ddt khi tle gi6i
lhm, chflng kh6c sung tr{n chi ddu.

MQt anh khac chdm v6:

- V0 du kich lu6n di nrtry. Cii nAy coi mny nhb gi6
d&a, suc nAy ch&ng mdy ltc mA lcrn tucrng.
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Nhibu anh khSc phlr ht2a:

- U, tuong ndy coi b6 < chiu choi > tIAy.

- N,-ri chung, tlAn ruQng tui minh rna, phli kh6ng
n:dy ?

- ThOrn mQt tay dd mc'lt tay... Dung ddy tao xem cAi

c(,i, Hit\n ?

Tdi nguqng nghiu clung dAy, hai'tay khdng bi6t dA

viro ddu. Anh Ba Euoc thdy vdV trao cho tOi trAi lqu
dirn, trdu:

- Chm cai niy coi. Ld' trudng hqp ph&i < chia hai r
vtri n6 dam mhn kherng ?

Tdi thdy nong bitng trilt hai tai, gi{t ph[t tr6i luu
drm trong tay anh Ba Euoc dua cao l6n, qu{t:

- Sao khdng dam? Anh mhn vcvi t6i di?
Anh Ba Euoc hof,ng htit nh&y trAi ra xa,la l6n:

- E, kh0ng gid'n nghentr) chu em. Qua(2) cdn vq con
ph&i nudi i nghen.

hloi ngucri cucri rQ.
Trcri dd rung sdng. Bubi mai ddn thAt lA mAt m6,

thoang thoing huong thom bdng cau, bOng dua. Nhfrng
nlgud'i du kich quay ra hlt th& say sua lAn kh6ng kht
tr:ng s4ch cfia rnQt ngAy mcri b[t dhu. Ti6ng mOt anh
noi, nhu cdt aE th& ra khoan kho6i:

- 'fro'i s6ng rbif TrAu ai ra dbng scrm v4y cA?

(D xsne kh6ng.
(D f idng ngabi kin aang udi gigng thdn mQL
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Nn*r,* nflm th6ng tidp theo sau ddi vdi tOi that le
htro hung. Tdi vio du kich, ban dhu lam li6n l4c, sau
duoc phat cho khhu sring < l<r ben > ddi ngoXng, ndng
bi sit 5n 16 ch6 nhu mdi g[m. Hdm phAt khhu sung cho
tdi, anh Ba Eu<rc -'bfly gicr la dQi tru&ng dQi du kich -n6i vcri tdi:

- Rf,n giti n6 nghen mfy, khhu sung niy cI[ chuyEn
tay qua rndy doi nguo'i du kich rbi d6. Bac Hai PhAt
hbi < chin n[m > bitri thuo'ng trong dbn rbi con rAn 6m
no bo ra toi ngoAi. Cho tcri hbi md-v ntrm < den ttii >,

chu N[m I]i bi khrri trfng hhm rbi con binh tinh diro
ch0n n6... NIAu 'cac b6c, cac chu dd dinh trong d6.
Hi6n d.

TOi nghe vfy thi xric dQng kh6n xidt chm lfiy khhu
sung tay run I6n, ndi:
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- Anh Ba cu y6n tAnr, toi co chdt thi khhu sung nly
moi m{t md thoi.

Tu d6 khhu sring lI ngu-ri bitn vd cung thin thidt
cira tdi cirng t6i nlribu pherr vao sinh ra tir.

Ban tlhu chung tdi chi clAnh nhfrng tr{n 16 td mi thdi,
nlru rugt mdy thting linh ban ddm di 5n cEp gA, md
gli. Con cAi dbn Sin Co, tri'ngiry n6 tfp hop sd linh
cltay vu0t d6m Ebng kh&i sung lhdm sd linh moi nfra
vt. xAy dr,rng ki6n cd tcri nay chung tdi < chua khi nio
drrng duqc tdi vong rAo n6 cl a - noi thco s6 anh em
drr kich trd chung tdi. Vb dibu nAy tdi thudng h6i anh
Bt Eudc, duo'c nghe anh trir loi rXng < phhi c6 thd'i
gian dE xAy dqng luc iuong ). TOi nghe viy thi chl bi6t
nlru vfly thdi.

EOi du kich chring tdi sdng tfp trung, nghy di hoc rA
kich, dAo cdng su, gai chdng, riro rdp o xd chitln ddu >,

br n dOm di tuhn tra canh gac. Tdi vui v6i c6ng viQc
mli, It khi nio co dip rAnh ghd th5rn nhi. Ba tOi tu
np Ay duo-c ci'u thoAt vE bqnn nf,m liQt giubng kh6ng
lA n [n gi duqc, ma tOi phli mQt tay bu6n bAn tlo thn,
ptLhn db lo thu6c thang cho ba tdi, phhn sHm sanh cho
t0: dri mgi thu. Tdi nim do da Ih du kich rbi nhung
v6n chua hdt tinh tr6 con, thdy ai c6 gl lq cfing ilua
dti c cho c6 vdi ngud'i ta r.

lIQt thang ddi ihn, tiQn clubng cdng t{c. tOi ghd qua
th,im nhl. Ba tdi vdn nfim tr€n v6n hut thu6c phn kh6i
dhy nhi nhu dao niro. Toi vb tdi, ba t6i chi ngudc
nhin tdi h6i thXm vAi ba cAu rbi quay ra nhin l6n trhn
nhil nhu tlang bfn tAm suy nghi dibu gi. Md tdi tr{i lai
cu qudn quit lfiy t6i, tOi I6n nhi trOn, ma t6i theo l6n
nhi tr0n; t6i xudng nhA duo'i, ma tOi theo xudng nhA
duOi, rinh r{p dom ng6 t6i dfi thir. Khhu sung t6i deo
bdn vai,?cu6n sb t,rylOi gi5t trong tti, bO q'.rAn phuc
v& den tdi m{c ngay ng[n, ggn girngr mgi thu dEu ngac
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nhi0n rldi v0i m[ tOi. Khi t6i kB ciruyQn -- chuy0n hoc
tfp, chuyQn d6nh gi[c, chuyQn hfing ngAy chtng tdi
tldu tranh phd binh vd tu phd hinh - mA tdi nhin tdi
tl[ur ddm, chdp iuiQng lu6n, trta nirtr mudn n6i: < Sao,
c6i thXng Hi6n rncri hbi nAo chl bidt chln trAu vtvi
danh lQn bAy gio dfl nhu vfly tI6 I ? Chao, cAi tho'i gi
mi IaquA v{y?> Nh&ng lirc nhtr vfly tdi thdy milc c0
quA. Ihfm thuong qua nhir tOi choi th6y cinh mf, tOi
theo < canh giii > tdi nhu vfly thucrng nhin tOi ttrm tim
cudi cdng khidn tOi mHc c& hon nfta. Ndn ghd nhl lhn
nlo t6i cf,ng it chiu & lAu l6m, chi cdt th[m qua ba mA
tOi mQt chrit rbi di ngay.

Vb sau ghd nhA t6i it g{p ma tfri. CuQc rdng chdt vflt
(ta n6 sung, thdng gi{c ng{n dtrrrng d6n ng6, c6t phong
t6a kinh td ta), mr{ tdi phli buon chEi (1) di dAy di
dd nhibu, kh6ng m{y khi c6 & nhA. Nhfrng luc ma
t6i di vhng, Thfrm qua lo thudc tharrg chr ba tOi, ch[rn
s6c viQc nhi viQc cfra thay mri t6i. NI6i lhn g{p tOi, md
t6i hay dem chuvQn d6 kb cho tdi nghe, khdng quOn
th0m:

- Con nh6 ctim clang dri l6m, sau niy dra nio cu&i
duqc n6 lAm vq thi thidt li c6 phu6c.

VA lhn nAo ghd nh?r, md tdi cflng bflt tOi qua thlm
thidm Ut tt ri.

Thi6m Ut fna sau ngdy Ebng kh&i c6 v6 nhu hdt
binh, hay di ddy ali d6 chuyQn vdn vui v6 voi bil con
hing x6m. Thidrr cfing khOng hay kb cuc kE ktrb ntru
trucrc nfra. - < Tdi chi cdn c6 Io cho con Th[nr nfra
thdi, cho chuyQn nhi chuyQn cira ch8ug c6 chi ph&i lo
n&a >, trong cAc cAu chuyQu thidm thubng n6i v6i bi
con nhu thd. VI n6i chuyQn vtri md tOi, thi6m con
thdm: - ( PhAi chi tdi dugc nhu chi 0 n6i c6 con trai)

(1) Chqs u$.
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thi t6i cli .v6n tAm mgi hb lbi r. Toy v0y, sau m6i thn
noi chuydn ra vb, tdi th?iy ma toi cflng nhu bir con
thu'irns nhin thi6nr lirc rlhu t6 v6 6i ng+i. Nhin k$ thi thdy
slo hh6e ihiim m6i ngtry mQt thdm sa sut: binh ho
cf .r tliidm rli chuy6n ni1ng, m6i lhn ho ihidrn lfr ngudi
rii, rnflt do' tlAn, ph6i t'm ngq'c ngbi lflng t1i mQt luc lAu.
R.) rdng v6 vui tuui pirdn chdn c16 chi Ia cd ging bdn
n1;oi\i thdi, cho trdng thidrn ch&ng thb nao guo.'ng nbi
v('i con binh trhm trong. NIn tdi bi6t clibu d6 tuo'ngtfln
nlrirt, tirurrng noi:

- Thidm vui mI tlAu bidt minh vui. Con ngub'i ta
sanh ra ai cflng co sd, nhung s6 thi6m rdt vli vQy.

LIbi cu6i nirm tnr6'c khi duo.'c alQi du liich ct} di hgc
Io'p trinh sat trCn huyQn, tdi ghd nhA, ma tdi n6i:

- Co'-r qu:r lhitm thiinr Ut rli, thidrn dau n{ng l5m.
Cc n 'fh6m lo cho rna lo [rhoc miiy btia rdy, m[t sung
ltr, th{y thucrng qua chuug.

I6i khoac sung leo chu <lt'a qua nhi Thhm. T6i tu&ng
sE g{p thidm Ut tna nhrr bu6i chibu hdm Dbng kh&i,
dang nXm m6ng dinh trdn giucrng... Trai lai, hOm dd
thldm co v6 linh tao hcrn mgi ngdy. Thi6m rtang ngbi
tu'r vao thinh giurrng, vr'ra may vA qi-rhn ao vu'a n6i
ch-rydn v<vi 'Ihhm, chuyQn co lE vii lim ktridn thi€lnr
mirn cud'i lu6n. [IQt tia nhng dgi vio qua khe cfta lam
rni t thidm d6 hbng l6n. Cho.t nhin thily [0i, thidm kOu

l0r mung rdr:
-- I{idn qua th[m l-hielrn d6 hA chAu ? 'froi oi, coi

n6 lo'n qud chua ?

()uay lni th{y Thlm t6 v6 tho cr vbi tdi, thidm rhy:
-- Anh Hi6n vd chcri kia con, con r6t mi6ng nu6'c...
I'hEm dirng ldn nghiim nghi chtro tOi rdi quay di

xu(ing bdp, vua di vta boi gon lai m/ti toc.
l'hidrn Ut tta hdo t6i ngbi xut5ng bdn canh, nhbm

ddl' thbi t6t nggn ddn, g& cai kir[h dang choang; cb ra
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lau mb hOi, cri chi coi nhanh nhgn. Bdng t6i thoAng
thfiy cAi kh[n co dinh gi do d6 nhu mau t T6i tdnl
nguli di,Itrong luc thidm kh6ng hay bidt gi, tidp tui
vui v6 h6i t6i dri thu chuyen: chuyen cOng t6c, chuyQn
hgc hAnh, chuydn sanh hodt l{t vflt trong dOi du kich.
Khi nghe t6i kB chuy€n nhti,ng ngly tdn le bd toai &
thao trubng, thi6m ch6c lu&i vA ti6c 16: - < Coi dln
6ng con trai sucrng qua khOng, mu6n lam chuyQn gi
cfing duoc >. Sau iI6 thdy khhu sung tdi drlng bdn vdch,
thi6m chi n6i, giqng bubn b[ :

- Bao nhi6u nXm thidm ucrc c6 dugc cAy sung nhu
v6y nhung kh6ng Lim sao c6 duqc. C6 du'a con thi lqi
Itr gdi, n0n c6 hfln thir khdng bi6t llm sao mi. trl. I\[ay
cdch mang toi kip, ch6 khdng thi... Nay thHng cai tbng
Ki6t chdt rbi, thi6m nhhm mht cflng y€n tAm, duy chi
cdn Io cho con Th[m. Dt sao no cfing ld g{i...

ThEm du<ri b6p di l6n nghe viy m{t chqt d6 bung
l6n, vQi n6i ngdn lqi:

- Th0i mA dung noi chuyQn d6 n&a. Nta nghi cho
kh6e, k6o lai ho nii'a bAy gitr.

Rbi ThEm quay sang tdi n6i nhu gifln d6i:

- Anh Hi6n cu n6i chuyQn gi khdng ddu. Sao anh
khdng kB chuyQn dAnh gi{c di. Anh df, bhn chdt thing
linh nAo chua?

Tdi cuo'i dira:

- I'ui tOi cdn ph&i < nudi > cho ttri dbn SAn Co m{p
mAp mr)t chut, chtng niro m6i thing lAm phdn bon duqc
rnQt cOng ruQng mdi danh.

Thi6m Ut tne cfing cuo'i phu hoa:

- Chung nio ddnh dbn cho thidrn theo v6i, FIi6nl
Hbi ( chin n[m > thidm dd tung di theo vAc d4n cho nrOiy

b{c du kleh. Con ThHm thi chi duo.'c & nhd ndu com thdi.
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ThSm kOu l€n, nfing niu:

- nI6 hay coi rd con gii lirm. Chi Mutri LJ'ir Bdn
T:e tay khOng lfly tlucrc bdt al6 nghen !

VI hai me con < ildu khhu r vni nhau:

-Lo, thi mdy gi6i theo lnh Hidn miry coi, coi cti bXng

cl.i ldng chAn no khdng?

- Con kh6ng chn < theo > ai ndt, con c6 viQc cira con.

-- Din Ong con trai ngtrcri ta chin dni di tlugc n[m
non b&y nui con tri. Niru ba rndy hbi dI6...

- NIe cflng dAu c6 thua chi ba?
._ Mdy ale bi6t ba miy nhrr th6 nAo dAu.
ChuyQn chu5,[in sang vui v6, va tdi qudn m5t cii khln

dinh mAu cfra thi6m Ut T'hn. Sau d6 thi6m chm tOi lai
f,rr ccym trua.

u 6 tai In thit vit Hien A. Hai con vit chau cho con
Tlrhnr n6 chiu kh6 nudi mr.\p lim >, thidm cu'noi di noi
lai cAu d6. Xd chibu tdi chao thidm ra vb, thi6m cdn sai
Tlr6m ch4y thco dua ciro t6i hai n&r chu6i. < Ma em n6i
ar h mu6n trl cyn thi chung di hoc vb mua cho ern crii
gi >, ThSm m[c cd' n6i vo'i tdi nhu vi.r5'. Tdi vb toi clon
vi, lin duo'ng di hoc, ldng rflt thanir thhn, ydn tAm vb
chuyQn cfra thi6m Ut fni " TOi thit khdng ngrr thn girp
dC tdi vinh bi6t thrdm. Thi6m Ut f i i chdt vtro mOt bubi
sd ng dgp trli, luc & thao trurrng chring tdi dang hqc bii
xa kich dhu ti6n. Tdi nho miri buiii hdm 116, khi mOt
ph6t sring dhu ti6n clra 16i trrJrng vio gi&a tim hinh
thiing gi[c.

'lhtri gian hoc & l&p t6i c6 duqc mQt lA thu cfia mh
t6i. Thu vidt rf;t ddng dni nhung chtr ydu lA dA dfln dd
t6i gi& gin suc kh6e, cd girng hoc hz\nh. Chi co cudi thu
mi t6i vidt th0m: << Con Thhm d[ qua tr v<ri ba mA rbi,
co;r gai thcri niy & mQt minh kh6ng ti6n con a. Con nh6
thipt d&m <Iang d& l6rn >. (Md t6i ghdp hai chuyOn kh6ng
dirrh liu gi vcri nhau lai lAm mQt nhu v{y). Con trAu
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phao & nhi d6 mQt con ngh6 coi d6 thucrng l6rn. Thdy
n6 rnd relt nhO con, con hgc mau mau rbi vb vOi mA >.
(I,I{ tOi nh5n t6i vb biug cdch n6i nhu vdy).

Tdi hqc xong lop d6 mdt ba th{ng, khi tr& vb, mQt
bi6n cd x6y ra lim thay ,l6i ci cuQc doi tdi.

ThXng tru&ng tlbn SAn Co b2[y lAu lA thHng si quan
gii cfra trri thuc dAn Tdy d6 lai, no ldrn tru&ng ilbn cl:i
cdt gir} linh [n lucrng ndn it tb chirc cli cdn bd ho{c h5n
phe gi i5m. Bdng mQt hdm, co tin thHng tru6'ng dbn cti
dbi iti, thHng tru&ng dbn moi d6n thay. Thing niy nghe
diu cdn rdt tr6, << nguydn chdti; la linh cfra th5ng Di6m.
Tdi nghe vdy thi chny ra choi 6ng ngo4i tdi. Ong ngo4i
tdi tuy & mQt minh mQt choi gid'a dbng nhung dd ln
noi tlhu mdi cira mgi cAu chuyQn xiry ra trong xd. T6i
vua ra toi, 6ng ngo4i tdi de noi ngay:

- Hi6n i, con bidt ai vb lAm tru&ng dbn d6 khOng?

- Ai?

- Th5ng Doi.

TOi nghe vfly, tay chin bSng phat ruu l0n. Bao nhi6u
cAu h6i cung luc tdi dbn dflp trong dh'cr t6i: thXng Doi
mbi ngay nAo con li mQt thXng oht con, bAy gib d[ lA
tru&ng dbn rbi, sao cAi dong ndm dQc n6 mgc lg nhu
vdv? Co phli no cd tinh xin duqc dbi rb dny khOng?
VA n6 c6 nh0 toi nh&ng c"*Qc drinh lQn vdi tr.ri tdi ngiy
xua kh(rng? Sq hiEm tht chqt nbi afly trong bung:
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(rIAy tri nay sE c6 mQt cu0c chidn tliiu m')t m6t mQt

ctn gifra tdi vcri nri>. T0i h6i 6ng n3r4i LCi, giong
gay gfit:

- C6 th{tvfly kh6ng nr;oiti? C6 IE n:\o...
Ong ngoai tdi cuoi, kdo tdi ngbi ru6ng, n6i:

- Ngoai d[ noi vo'i con rbi rna: h6 co ciir t]ri c6 sfltt...
Con cflng dd ltvn riii con gi... Gio' tu dung uo m{t hdt.
no chiu db minh ydn a ?

Rbi voi giang trhm trhm thudng ngiry, 6ng ngoai tdi
ntri tidp nhu mudn can ng[n tOi:

- LI, ngo4i d[ noi vdi con rbi, minh & dey ldu thi n6
cffng & dAy lAu, c&i ra bdng thi sAu mgc cAnh, h6 c6
n5;ud'i c6ch mnng thi cflq4 c6 thXng ac 6n. N€n chtry€n
dl nh thXng Dcri khdng phii mQt ngAv mQt b'abi, mudn
brrng cAi g6c cAy thi phli c6 thi gicr ch4t 16 con r0 c6i
ctung quanh n6, con bi6t khdng?

Ong ngoai tdinoi viy ctng khdng lAm nguOi duqc ldng
nt,n n6ng mudn tre thr) ciia tdi. Tdi l&ng lijng xrich sung
ra vb dcrn vi khdng n6i lcvi ntro nfra.

ThXng Do'i tu nhring ngAy dhu lAm tru6'ng tlbn ild t6
ra li rnQt thXng ac 6n lii. r\6 dbi ngay cai tdn Sin Co,
dlrng lin tdm bi6n db: c Dbn Trinh Vln Dcri >, chfr son
dt, cho6t. Tai bfli c6 SAn Co, noi ngiy xua bil con dd
xi: tQi cha n6, no d6p m$t ngdi m6., chm l6n mQt cAy

th{nh gi6, trOn treo lu&i kidm tl6c n4m ving rqc r&.
Nri n6i lu&i ki6m d6 ln db n6 thanh toan m6n ng mdu
cria cha n6. Phhn n6, hdng ngr\y b{n db sI quan, bAu
dc (1) deo sao mai ddng holng, tu sAng tdi chibu bam trdn
lbng cu dfr'o 6ng ddm ng6 v6 x6rn. No rinh rrip clir mgi
ciuyQn, ddnh ho'i dfi mgi tin tuc, bQ rn{t dhy mun trung
ch cira n6 hic nlo cfing tI6 itng nhu say mau vb sq thtr
hi.n. No it d6 dinh vi\o nhfr'ng chuyQn i6t vitt thuo'rg
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ngly cfia tui linh nhu dAnh ddp, b6t bo, cudp tibn cu0p
cria ba con trong x[. Bon lintr ducri tay n6, no tl6i xti
lanh lirng, khfrc nghiQt, vi€c gi lAm khdng vira j n6 dtr
nh6 nh{t tdi dAu no cflng khOng b6 qua, xfr phat
m6t ctich < nghidm minh >. No quA ld mQt tdn linh nguy
cou nl:6 ma d[ c6 bln linh cfia mQt tay 6c 6n lAnh
nghb. Nguni ta n6i n6 hgc duqc nhibu & nguo'i cha
cfia n6.

T{t cfi nhfrng cei dd ddi vdi tdi khdng c6 gi clang
ngac nhi6n hdt. N6 dt co thd nio, b0 rn{t ctra no du
thirnh mAu me gi di nfr'a, tdi ciing nhin thdy t{u cung
bin trong cAi bhn ch2[t xdu xa cfra n6. Tdi dAu th6 qudn
nhfi'ng phAt ginn thun(l) vA cAi dhu bi trdt bun ngr\y xua.
Duy tdi chi c6 ngac nhi6n mQt dibu: Th[ng Doi chri
trtrcrng pha tan cdc nha < VAch dcn den d6 )(2) khdng
tidc tay, nhung riCng nha tOi thi n6 dB ydn, ktrr)ng d$ng
chqm gi tdi. No im muu ciri gi vdV ? Tdi nghi mdi nra
khong do6n ra, vb bAn v6i anh em trong dcvn vi tlii
m5i ngud'i n6i mQt phach: nguo'i thi n6i n6 mudn lqi
drrng thdng qua gia dinh tdi d6 tim hi6u viQc bi mrit
cira dQi du kich, ngucri khAc lai n6i no ctit l}un vfy t16

chc mit bir con ldng xd, t6 ra ngud'i khdng co tAur rlia
thu hibm cd nhdn.

MQt anh trdu tdi, lai n6i:

- Hay n6 nghi tdi tinh ban cti vdi mtry d6, Hidn?
TOi nghe vfly thi nong bung m[t, qutlt tri lai:

- Toi voi n6 cl:i c6 mQt st5ng mQt chdt m.i th6i ! Vd
phu6c cho n6 vb som nhu vdy: khhu sung niry phAt
dhu ti6n toi dA dAnh cho n6 do I

Tu (16 t6i ngay ddm db tiim theo ddi no.

( ) Sung cdo su.
(z) Xna c6 ngu'di th'm gia cdch mqng, kA dlch t&t gttt ditu hiQu

fi€ng & cbng db phdn bi(t.
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ilIQt hdm vAo nhfrng ngily girlp hat, tOi xin phdp
ri,r'n vi vti thdm nhA. NId t6i dang tl6 thudc cho ba t0i,
ThHm ngbi vA quhn {o & mdt g6c v6n. Tdi ddn chao
h li ba tdi rbi dung sring b€n vrich, ngbi th& phi phi.
T'hfim ngtr6c nhin tdi khE chio h6i li nhi gi c16 rbi lai
crLi xudrig vni chidc ac. Nla tdi, nhu thucrng lg, db thudc
clro ba tdi xor-rg ddn ngbi xudng l-.in tdi nhin t6i tu dhu
tt'i chhn, t{c t{rc luBi t6 ra lA di pirat hi6n thdy co gi la
& tOi. I(ir6ng quay lqi, teri cfing bidt Th[m dang nhin
tii ti'rm tirn cucyi. TOi nong bilng hai tai, vQi ddnh
tr6ng llng:

-- FI6rn riry thXng Doi c6 ghd dny khdng ma?

- Sao lai khOng. Cai dong no chua bi ttAnh dflp dhu
thi con di phd tAn hoAi thdi.

- N6 c6 irhh tan nha ta khdng?

- I(h6ng. Nhi\ ,r Yhch den ddn d6 > n6 cho linh v0
dip pha tan hoang h6t, chi c6 nhA ta li no khOng rd
g toi.

- Sao v&y?
MA tdi lflc dhu, n6i dii dong theo giAng cfia bi:
- CAi dong dc 6n tI6 n6 ch&ng co chut tu tAm nio

driu. Con tu&ng no qudn chuyQn ba con li du kich ddnh
Tiy ngny xua sao ? Chu},tln thiSrn Ut t'na td c6o tQi {c
cha n6, n6 lai kh6ng bi6t A? N6 bi6t hdt do ch6, nhung
n5 lArn ngcr li ri...

- Le vi sao ? - TOi quAt l6n - N6 mu6n gi & cdi nhi
niy chcr?

Me tdi khE th& dni li6c nhln ThHm, noi:

- Con oi, no kh6ng pha t{n nhi ta la vi...
Th[m vQi budng chi6c {o dang may, nucrc mht gidn

giga, k6u lOn:

- Thidm B&y cri, thidm tlung n6i chi t6i chuyQn cI6
n[a. Thidm tu&ng con qu6n chuyQn thBng cha n6 dii
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gidt cfrdt ba mA con sao ? Con cdn girl con dao cria mA
con ngiy xra dAy, chi nrong c6 ngiy duq: tq tay dAm
chdt n6.

N6i rbi, Thhm up mflt v0 chi6c Ao khoc nuc n&.
TOi cfing nghe nghgn d$ng & cb, chgy ra tlitng & cria.

NEng trua rdrt l6m ddm trdn vub'n cfly nhu xd rdch
mht tOi. HInh Anh th&ng D<yi ddm Dbng kh&i luc tOi ddn
ddp crla nhi nc hi6n ra ti'uoc rn[t tii, vI tdi nhu hi6u
hdt mqi chuyQn. A, thi ra thXng Doi khdng ph6 tin nhi
t6i li vi nhu vdy. Vf,y thi tOi cing c5m thir n6 hcrn nria,
cdn hon n6 dd phi t6n nhd t6i. Nd khdng ducrc ddn dAy
ldm gi hdt, kh6ng ducrc hung hlng phAch l6i, cfing
khOng dug'c... FIai tidng < ve v[n > nghgn l4i trong cb
tdi, vi tdi chay vqt tr& vAo chlrp lfly khhu srlng dqng
bOn vdch, di tdi di lui nhu ngudi r6i tri. Ti6ng mA tdi
d6 dantr Th6rn cdng khi6n tdi xdn xang : - < Chiu cri,
thi6m bi6t hdt d6 ch6. Nhung tinh cinh nhir minh bAy
gid ln phii chiu nhAn nhrrc >. Nhu lfia db thdm dhu,
ldng tuc gi{n cfia toi phung lOn, tdi ilu'ng lai n6i ch{n
ngang:

- Nhdn nhuc lAm sao? 0 nhi niy chi c6ngud'i tirir
dich vdi n6 mi thdi. T6i c6 sring dAy rbi, co ng:iy t6i
b6n bb ithu no cho coi.

M{ tOi hoing h6t quay l4i, giong nhtt can giAn:

- Chuy0ndAucdnc6d6, con i. Thi n6 dd lim gi minh
dAu cho ! Nhung xom lucyn thi c6 chTa, bfit cd thi c6
nom, mi6n minh lirm cich chi mi hcrn dtrqc no...

TOi vdn con di€n tidt:

- TOi thi chl c6 nb sirng vd dhu n6 th6i. ,y.

Rbi tOi khoic sung l6n vai chio mf, t6i, x6 cfta ra di
Itbn. Thhm ngbi quay m{t viro v{ch khdng n6i gi, nhung
khi tdi ra t6i ngoAi ngd nhin lai thdy ThEm dung tua
crla nhin theo, m5t clhm nuoc m[t.
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DOi du kich tu hop t4i nhi anh Ba Eudc chuhn bi hqp
cuQb hop cu6i n5m. Chi Ba Euoc chay tli mua trA thudc
g[p tdi ngoii ngd cudi n6i:

- Cdu yg ls(t) di khdng tr6. HOm nay c6 anh Sriu
Thi6n vb dF vdi arrh em d6.

Tu ngAy Dbng kh&i tdi gi& khdng hibu sao mflt chi
Itc nAo cfrng d6 frng nhu ngubi say nHng. Sq tdi chua
dri < phdn kh6'i ), chi dua cho tdi thdy g6i keo lon trong
tay, r6i chay vir di nhi nh&nh nhu cdn tubi con g6i.

TOi vAo nhA duug sung & mQt g6c, chen ngbi ghn
anh tsa Eudc, dua rnht nhin quanh. Ngohi anh Sdu
Thidn bAn d6 bi ba, ai ndy dEu bAn quAn phsc gqn gAri;
c5. H6m nay tdi chu f ddn anh Sn'cr Thi6n nhib'cr hcrn c6
ph6i do nhfi'ng f lii6n ma tdi shp phr{t bi6u dAy kirdng?
Anh ngbi thu lu mQt g6c, dang tranh cli bn io vcri mdt
nh6m du klch chuy6n ch8ng diru ra dAu c[: - < Cflu n( i
gd lia thia Xidm dA gifr nbrrt A ? Vay thi cflu Ihm to...
Cfu phli bi6t.,. C{u ndo noi gA Rach Gii dA thua gd Hdc
M0n?>. Anh cfli gdn cb nbi ldn, vua phn kh6i thudc,
mti thudc n{ng ddn n6i tOi ngbi xa c6ch mdy thutrc
oon src sua. Anh Ba Duoc 96 birn m& dhu cuQc hop: -
c Thdi minh hop di crtc dbng chi, k6o rndt thi gin... >.

Rbi anh cu vudt t6c, gdi tai cuo,i honi khdng noi tiip gl
duqc n&a. Chi Ba Euoc tu sau nhi di l6n, dua cho anh
tflp gidy, n6i: -- < C6 ghi chdp dAy sao khdng ldy docr.
Chring tdi cing cudi, vi bidt ch& nghia anh Ba Eu0c
kdm l6nr, ndu c6 ghi, anh cting chi vE ccua congl gi
trong dd thOi.

(1) Mau, nhanh.
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CuQc hop liiOm tli6m cdng tdc trong thrri girn qua va
dt ra phuong hu6ng c6ng tac toi. Cutii cung ddn phhn
g.:ry c5n nh[rt: Chayin cAi dbn Sin Co. Da s6 <phe
thlnh niin > tui tdi dbu hao thfing, rnudn < dAnh ngay
thdi ). Ehu ti6n chung t6i 6 at tffn cdng ngay.

- Ddi vo'i tui no ttri phii clanh phfi dhu mo'i dug'c.
ThXng gi{c bao gi} cfing viy, cu rluo.'c ding chdn ltin
ding dhu, khdng d6nh chdn n6 ngay hic clhu thi con
drri t6'i hic nAo nfra ? Thlng Do'i ln thHng con nit, tinh
klLi bQp chQp,lai mtri vb ct)n chAn udt chAn rao, dia hinh
dia vAt chi bi6t scr qua, tay chAn vAy cinh chi loe hoe mdy
drra, khOng nhim luc no scr h& ntu viy mil dAnh, dE
lric n6 cring ct5 lai dbn &i, triqu tap tay chAn manh l0n
rti mdi drinh hay sao?

Phe bdn kia cfing khdng vta, hg b6 lai chung tOi
qlay:

- N6 cfrng c6 thi minh cting cirng cd, nhung thri h6i
thdi gian fing hd ai hon? Nlinh la du kich nhAn dAn,
niim trong bi con lAng xir minir ch&ng kh6c chi cAi cAy
mgc trOn bii ddt prhir sa, cu cing c6 thdi gian rninh
ct ng thdm nhibu 16, ra th0m nhiEu nhAnh nhibu 16.

C,)n thXng Dcri tht tr<r trgi ngudi kia, khric chi cdi cAy

moc trdn bdi cAt n6ng. N6 c6 ducrc cei gi ch6? Gi6i
lim lAu lAu cTuqc thhy Mf ctra n6 tat cho vii, g4o nu6'c...
C r cAi ki6u ngdy ngAy di phri t6n nhu h6m rhy, n6 clng
khi6n bir con xfl Nhcrn I{oa thdm clrrr tht n6. EAm tay
chAn viy cAnh vl tibn, vi gni, rbi dAy thi6u gt chuyQn
luc duc nhau, rbi cfing d6n hic dAm chim nhau thOi.
EAm linh nhin cu vi bIt thi6n(1), & ktrOng ridt dAm
brrbn chan, lcr lA viQc dfnh ch6c. Egi hic d(' minh thua
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co d6nh rip n6 mOt trdn, vrla diQt ggn tlttgc chring, vrla
khidn bgn sau tdi kinh tAm tdn d&m, nhu vdy co ph6i
hay hon khdng?

C* nhu viy, chring tdi'tranh cfii nhau, chfrng bdn nho
chlu thua bdn nio, cudi cring anh Ra ELrcrc dua hai tly
l6n, n6i:

- Thdi, bAy gib xin cAc dbng chi nghe j ki6n tr0n.
Xin moi anh S6u Thi0n.

Anh SAu Thi6n ho mQt trAng ddi, rbi ch&ng nhich ra
ngoii thdm mQt budc, anh cu tu trong g6c n6i veng ra,
cu dOi ba ti6ng lai dXng hhng mQt cai:

- TOi thdy f ki6n cac dbng chi clbu dung c&. LI, ddi
voi tui no thi ph6i ddnh phfi dhu moi duo'c. C{i th6i
ir6 li nhu viry, cit dunc nttcrc li lOn chin. Cha thfrng
Dcri, thXng cai tbng Ki6t ngdy xua hung hdn la thd,
thu& du kich tui tdi loe hoe mdy clu'a, n6 rttgt ngey
ruqt d6m, vdy rbi dtng mQt cAi chring tdi nb sung, n6
co dhu ruc c6, keu viQn thhy TAy cfia n6 li6n hbi.
ThXng Doi bf,y gib cfing vay th6i, cfing ld cai thir < Ci
xdc nudc(t) chi chn nrinh dAnh gifp dhu n6 mQt trfn...
Nhung ti6c li minh chua dri suc, cac dbng chi a. HOm
Dbng kh&i, minh lgi dung ch6 scr h& cria n6, dtng sring
bfp dila, dtjt hhi d{ dinh cudp tinh thhn n6. Nhung
bAy gio' minh itdu th6 l{y sung bdp dta bhn chdt
n6 dugc. Ndn mirrh phfii lo ren tu trrii dap lOi, cAy
sung ( ngqra trbi >, g6p nh6p thAnh mQt luc luo'ng
n:anh thdt su. Anh em du kich minh cirng vfly1 budng
tny ciy chsp tay sring, hbi nio chi l6y sd dOng cha-* ao

v0, bfly gio thi ph&i co tinh todn, cd chi6n, ki thuft
dAng hoAng. Chq n6n gfim lai... cfing phii c6 thbi gian,
cdc dbng chi d. 0, minh li du kich nhAn ddn thi r;fing
nhu cAi cily mgc tr0n d{t phu sa th6i, cu cang c6 tlcti

( l) Lh m{t, Idm phach.
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gian minh cAng ra nhibu cinh la. Rbi dAy trudrc sau gl
ciing danh duoc tui n6. Cdc dbng chi thdy nhu vay e6
p rii hhong?

N{oi nguoi yOn lirng. Anh Ba Ducvc l4i cuoi, gdi tlhu
tr,.vdn bd giii tdn cuQc hop. Tdi dung df,y ra vE, bsng
v.in con dm uc l[m. Ra toi ng6, tOi thdy anh Sdu Thi6n
d lrng dgi tdi & d6, quhn xEn cao d6 l0 hai 6ng chAn
d:n dfii, phdn d6ng vdng nhu mQt khuc crii muc. ',nh
h5i t6i, gigng hibn tt:

- Ctu Hi0n d6 h& ? Cf,u c6 di ngrmg Dim LA Tdi
Troi khdng ?

- Da, tdi vE ngi d6.

- Viy cau cho tdi di nhd ddn. Chl, m5t vdi mtii...
Tdi r:qri ddn cho anh di truoc. Anh di buoc thdp bu6c

c,ro, ho sr) sr1, rfin luOn miQng h6i tOi chuydn nAy
clruydn no. Tu trong lAng trong x[ cho tcri chuydn Ong
ngoqi tdi hdm rtry s[rc kh6e ra sao, ba mA tdi mhn dn
th6 niro, anh h6i khdng s6t chuyQn nio. Cf, chuyQn
Thirn qua & nhi tdi, anh cfing bi6t, chuyQn thXng Dcri
r i rd tAn tinh Thhm anh cflng hay. TOi ngac nhi6n h6i
thi anh trh lcvi:

- d, chuydn bi con trong xd thi minh ph&i bi6t hdt
ciu i. C6 bidt nhau, hi6u nhau mdi thuong nhau hon.

'fhdy anh c6i m&, t6i bao dan h6i:

- Vdy thi chuydn thing Doi ddn ve vfln Th[m, anh
t.rdy thd nao? No co f gi viy?

Anh dtp, bdng nbi gif n thi6t ld bdt ngo':

-- f Ci ? Tdi cho ring n6 lA mQt thXng linh ngqry, mQt
t riing ta5' sai thi moi tro gi cria. n6 cflng dbu la nhfrng
trd x?iu x,r, cltin iuat mir thdi. C6 th6 c6i thXng cho nAy
nrutin-tim ciruy6n gifi.i tri- cho d& bubn trong nh&ng
rlgiy 6' d6n 16... Hay co th6... Th6i cftu dting n6i chuyQn
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d6 voi tdi nfra... C6 tli6 lA no rhrrryng c6 Thfrn thAt d6,
uhtrng dU thd nio... cfing lA nhftng trd xdu xa d6n m+t
thdi, cflu hi6u khdng ?

Nghe anh noi v{y, tdi nhu m6'cb trong bung...Nhung
tdi chua kip n6i gi thi anh tld tidp libn:

- Toy vfly c&u ph&i hdt suc binh tinh... Binh tinh li
du'c tinh dhu tidn cfra nguoi chidn si, cflu Hidn i.

Chring tOi tli ngang Dam LA Tdi Troi. Anh kdo tOi
du'ng lni chi vdo trong d6, noi:

- C6 khi niro cdu lQi v0 ilo chua ? Ndu chua, bfi.a ndo
c{u lQi vd coi thfr. Tro'i thi t6i den, nudc l4nh ng6t cfu
oi, lai mudi mong, r[n rdt dir cl. Vfy mil tdl prrli ngbi
trong d6 sudt mdy ndm trcri d6 cf,u'4, ngbi chbm hbm
trOn to nhu chim rldu cinh tre vdy. 'frong luc d6, bdn
ngoiri, hnng ngAy chung n6 di s\rc sao b6t b6' tl6nh dfp
d6ng chi minh, mb bung moi gan dbng chi minh. Nhibu
ddm t6i ngbi r-rghe vqng lai tidng thit truoc khi chdt cfra
dbng chi minh ngotri dbn SAn Co kia. Yfly md tOi ph&i
ngbi ydn mQt ch5. Cfu tu&ng long tdi khdng dau xd sao?
C{u tu&ng tdi khdng mudn ch4y ra ngoii d6 duoc n6
sung vio dhu chring n6, dt mang ph&i dbi mang sao ?

Nhung lim sao duo.'c, diu chi c6 gi6t thHng cai tbng
Kidt kia, tL{nh sflp cAi dbn SAn Co d6 th6i dAu, mA phhi
danh hdt tsi n6, gi6t hdt tui n6. Cho non toi phhi ngbi
doi, cfn Hi6n i. TOi ngbi dqi ngny mQt, ngiy hai, ngbi
cho ddn nhEn b6ng chi6c t6... f6i n6i nhu vdy cdu co

hi6u khdng, c6u Hi6n ?

Toi hi6u... TOi hi6u c& lf do tai sao anh tli nhd dOn

tdi. Nghi ddn nhfrng ph6t biilu hic ndy trong cu$c hgp,
t6i hhOng kh6i chQt da.
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Nhung h6m sau, nghe tin thfing Doi ddn IInh di
cdn ph6 tan nhA crla cria bi con, ri r0 lai nhtr t6i t6n
tinh ThHm, long t6i n6ng phung tr& lai. TOi chi mong c6
dip nlo di ddn dbn SAn Cd...

***
I

Dip rt6 lA vio dhu thdng chin Am lich, mua dd nhibu,
trdng thi rn0i m6ng nhu 16 lua. Anh Ba Duoc hqp dQi

du kich lung tung dua biln tay chai shn l€n vu6t vu6t
cai thgo trdn mdt, n6i:

- Hdm nay minh < trinh sat > thXng SAn Co nAy mQt
lhn coi. Dbng chi nio dug'c < uu ti6n, tlAy.

CuQc hgp c6 chi Ba Eudc dli bdnh lqt(l). Moi ngudi
chen nhau vua gidnh phhn b6nh lot trong tay chi Ba
Dudc, vtia giAnh nhau dugc di trinh sat khidn chi Ba
Duoc ngcr ngdc khdng bi6t ddu mi lhn. Cudi cring, f
kidn tdi lA xac dang hcrn c&: tOi m&i di hoc l6p hudn
luyQn vb, chn ducrc di thnc t{p. NIoi ngudi vd tay
rnung cho t6i. Chf Ba Duoc mirc thdrn cho tdi mQt chdn
bAnh lot, n6i:

- Cflu Hi6n di thi ch5c tr6t lgt th6i, hbi xua thdy
cflu c&i trAu tdi dd doAn bi6t sau nay cdu sE ddnh
gifc gi6i...

Rbi m[t d6 bung, chi cud'i, n6i ti6p:

- Nhung c{u phfii ran gifr gin nghen hhdng, cdu mi
c6 hb gi thi mQt minh c0 ThEm khOng lim h6t viQc
nhd diu...

Q) Mdt loqi bdnh b\t gqo dn wii nutic ilubng,
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I6i cting ctrdi, vQi n6i tidp ltvi chi:

- Tdi thridc ndi < dAn ddm tlti > clri i. Tdi c6 & nhil
th cting khdng lAm gl dtrcrc clAu.

Ve t6i vOi liirohc sung rli vb mau, tru6'c khi chi Ba
Drroc liip noi thOm gi n['a.

9i voi tdi c6 hai anh du kich n&a, cirng tr6 nhn t6i.
Chdng tdi bYrng tlbng di vb x6rn. Edm hOm do trdi
trc ng? tr[n.q lud'i li6m trco d6n ho'n chin gio' thi liin.
Sdng YAm C6 s6ng dbi cubn cuQn, trdn nbn tro'i sao
moc day d[c, nhdp nhhy thdu ddm. YE phia l"Ay, xa t4n
ch in trd'i, gilng mQt hirng phao s6ng, phia duoi khdng
rd su<rng hay khoi dAng l,)n mu mit. Vb phia tl6n;4, trdi
tdi rlen, chi c5 vong l1i tiing ph6o tng oing kio dAi
nh:r ti6ng sf;m. Ei ngang sdn dinh irng H6, nhin th?iy
bu mir u, noi tdi dI troi rl6nh IhEm ngiry xua, hh0ng
hi€u sao t6i chot nfiy y ghi qua nha truo'c khi di lnm
viQc quan trong niy. TOi n6i vrvi hai anh cii chung:

-- Hai anh di trudc, tlqi tdi & bd' ddt. Ph&i kidrn biy
nii chudi [n khdng d6i.

I'td tdi di xorn v[ng. Ba tdi nXm ngfi tr6n vin. ThHm
ra m6' cita cho L6i. Vua nhin thdy tdi, ThXm d[ h6i:

-- Co viQc gi vfly, anh?
1'6i hhdng tr'& loi 'Ihirm, cau c6 h6i lai:
-- Hdrn nay th$ng Dcri co ghd nhn khdng ?
-- c6.
-. N6 ctng vfru khdng phd t6n gi, ph&i khdng?
-- Da.

--4...
T0i phiri quay di d6 gi5u m{t clang tl6 bttng. Phia saur

ti6r g Tli[m rf;r'r diu dAng:

-- Auh th6' mdt rlfi'qud.
-- Tai tOi chay biing Cbng... Thdi toi di tldy.
T6i khodc sung lut chay di, qudn phirt chuyQn

nfii chudi, hinh nhu 'Ih[m co kdu vdi theo gi clo, nhung
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gi6 th6i tr bdn tai toi. Bd ruQng 15 ch6 vdt chsn treu
rIAm chAn tOi dau nh6i. Tcri bb ddt, gdp hai anh tti
ehung, tOi n6i lu6n:

- Ei th6i.

- Minh dd bin tlnh gl ddu?

- Ei toi dAu bAn tdi d6.
Con ciich hai drlnr ruQng, chung tOi c{p srlng b0u

hdng bo rap xudng. Chring tdi khdng bo thf,ng vio mtr
bd theo hinh xofn dc dB c6 th6 quan sat dug'c ba phia.
T6i chu f thdy hai bdn thi tdi den, con 6'chinh git'a
ddn sAng, lai c6 linh g6c. Tdi quydt dinh bo viro hur.r'ng
d6. Hai thXng linh gac dang noi chuyQn tAo lao v6'i
nhau. MQt thing n6i:

- E6 miy gi<r niy tui du kich dAm bo vd kh6ng?
ThHng kia drip z

- Thi cri'd{t truong hgp miy li du kich di, mtry co
dAm bo vd khdng?

Thing thu nhut cud'i, n6i:
- Kh6ng, tao khdng dam bo vd tlAu.
Hbi lau no n6i ti6p:
-. Nhung llm sao tao li du kich duqc?
Ngbe hai thing linh n6i bd lirp, chirng tdi tuc cubi

qu6, nhung c6 kEm khdng dirm dtrng dny. Chut sau dE
c6 ti6ng mQt dua ngey, vd ti6ng dira kia cln nhHn: -<E, ngfi mdt chrit thdi nghen. Rbi tdi phi0n tao>. Tidp
theo la tidng dfp mu6i ldp bdp. Dung viro luc o*o chring
tOi bo lunt qua.

Tai ddy chring tdi co th6 quan sdt dtro'c hhu hdt, tru
l0 c6t chinh & sAu b6n trong. Ila chirng tdi chia nhau
bo di ba hucrng, quan s{t tuo'ng t{rn tft vong rio dAy
kEm gai tdi crii trq s[t, khoing cach gifi'a nhfrng s stng,
tluong htro. Tdi con do c& nhfi'ng cly dinh d6ng ngp
vio trqr, chibu cao chiEu dai cfra nh&ng md tldt lirm vdt
chu&ng ngai. Vua hic chung tOi bd g{p lai nirau dE
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clruhn bi ra vE thl mQt nggn d0n pha qudt ngang. Ti6p
tbeo, cfra 16 cdt chinh m& toang, mQt giqng ngai ngri
qttat vgng ra, giong nghe quen qucn:

- ThHng nAo gdc ngotti do kh0ng duo.'c ngri nghe
klr6ng. I)om cho kf, coi c6 thXng du kich ndo l&n v&n
bitn bB dhu no cho tao !

Chinh tidng thXng Doi I M6'o trong ngutri t6i nhu sdi
l€n. TOi cuQn tron nguo'i lai d6 trdnh nggn ddn pha,
diing thcri mudn tung chqy vio trong do. Ngqn ddn pha
qrra kh6i, tdi kb tai n6i vdi hai anh di chung : - < Kh0ng
qrran sht rltrcrc 16 c6t chinh, sau niiy kh6ng gi6t clugc
thhng Doi >. Vd khOng a6 frai anh kip can ngdn, t6i
trrrdn di li6n.

T6i qua hdt mdy vong rAo dhu mQt cAch d6 ding.
Nlrung vong rio cu6i cing chirirg treo r{t nhibu hQp lon,
tdi kh6ng dd f ndn kh6ng thdy. TOi vua cham tdi thi
< r6n >, rnQt crii lon rot xuting, vi ti6p theo cAc lon cham
khua hm l6n. Tdi chua kilr qi,ay lung thi d[ nghe ti6ng
tu hit thbi, ti6ng chAn tui linh ch4y rhm r{p, ti6ng sung
dan khua rdm rdp. Tdi viia ditng diry thi hai b6ng den
nh&y xb tdi. Toi binh tinh chrr cho chirng tdi thdt ghn

n6m l{y clhu hai du'a dflp vdo nhau. C[ hai tOn td ngita,
sli rg vlng ra xa. Tdi chua kip chup lflv sring thi ba b6n
b6 ng den nfi'a nhAo toi. Toi lti lai nh6 mQt cgc riro rbi
cir thd quay tit. Nhung phia sau dd c6 nguo'i nfra rbi,
toi chi rl6nh td ducrc mdy tdn thi dd bi mQt scri diy cudn
lfiy va mQt bang sung quflt vao h6ng. Tdi td ngfta, bi ci
nlrn bfly thXng dd l6n nguoi. Chring tr6i thuc kd tdi lai,
dArr vio 16 cdt chinh.

lfdn du6c trong 16 cdt s6ng choang. Trdn tuo'ng ldn
ngt,n nhirng tranh &nh, khhu hiiu, hir:h phtl nfi'cirl &
nhii:ng bia bAo. Trdn cao hcrn, dudi la co ba soc d6 la
hintr th[ng DiQm. Ducri tdm hinh, thXng Dcri ban db si
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quan, bdu do deo sao mai, dfrng v6t chen trOn gh6. Chcrt
nhin l.h{y tOi n6 rut chAn xu6ng k6u l6n kinh ngac:

- Troi d{t, thing Hi6n !

Tdi khOng thdm nhin n6, tim mQt cAi blrrg ngbi xudng
sira lar chd quhn 5,o bi rach. ThXng Doi vfin con trd
m6t nhin tdi, hbi lflu n6 mdi cudi lat n6i :

- Chi, moi hbi nAo minh con l?r ban vo'i nhau hA
Hi0n?

T6i Ianh hing ddp:

- Tao la ban mny hbi niro ? Tao chi c6 tl6nh lQn vdi
mAy th6i.

ThHng Doi khdng bidt n6i gi nfra, bdn k6u tui linh
dem giam tdi lai. N5m do t6i vua dung muoi tdm tu0i.
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TRoNG BOu ctAc

1

So., niy nghi lai, tdi coi d6 Au cfing lA mQt dip may

cria doi t6i: vua bu6'c vAo tubi lem nguo'i tOi dE g{p
pr&i m6tttrri ttu{cfr cqc k} Bay go, dc liQt.

I'di kh6ng th6 kE ra h6t dfry nhfrng hinh phat mi
chung dtrng dE hanh ha thb x[c, tinh thhn tdi. Thir
k,rdng th6 tu6'ng tucrng duqc su di man mtr con nguo'i
co th6 dat duo.'c ddn nhu th6. Chi trong vai ngiry dhu
tt.0i, chung dAnh ddn thAn th6 t6i mbm nhirng ra, nhhy
n rua nhu mQt d6ng thit, dhu oc tdi thAc loan, mu mdrn
d,. Tdikh0ng cdn suy nghi tinh to6n gi dugc nfra, vA
mudn di dAu t6i phli bo... Nhung thdi, kE chuyQn d6
re. chi khi6n ta cing thdm ghd t&m rnz\ thdi.

Tdi xin kb qua vb cai dbn. Vdo nhfrng n[m d6, cAi
diln thdng thubng & mQt xd ld cii dbn ba g6c: chinh
gi&a ln mQt l0 cdt chinh, ba b6n ba cai ld cdt phs, trdn
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n6c mdi 16 cdt tdu h6u mQt cAi choi gdc nho nh6. Ngohi
ra edn c6 mQt ho{c hai gian nhd lA dnnh ri6ng cho dAm
vcr con linh &. Nhfr'ng qian nhh niy bao gir)' cfing llrp
xqp, tbi tin, nhu th6 db cho hcr. p vdi c6nh sdng xd bb
xO bQn cfia darn vg linh, bgn dAn bd chi bi6t danh bac,
chfri lQn ve du d6'n voi chbng hon lil nu0i con nu6i
cAi. Yong ngoAi thi hai ho{c ba vdng rAo dtiy kdm gai
nXm c{p theo dubng hlo, c6ch hholng chung n[m
muoi thubc c6 rnQt s sirng dfip bfrng d{t ho{c bao c[t.
Hing ngAy, mQt ti6u dQi iinh ra bAm & d6 chia sung
chong mEt dom (c6 l€ ttr chung ciing khOng bidt minh
dom cai gi) vn gil thir c6 bi du kich t{n cdng (hq tu
ngoai nhtng bo' rui)ng tunq luu dtln vAo ho{c bin tia)
thi kh6ng rd chting sE bam lai hay b6 chay: c[ hai
truong hcrp dbu lA < cira tfr > c&.

H[ng ngiy trong dbn vang l6n mOt f,m thanh nhu li
c dia nguc > : d{ur vcr linh chili l6n nhau, dAnh con, md
nheo chbng, diim linh n6i tuc cu<yi hd h6, ngh6u ngao
ca vgng c6 ho.'.rc dfp bnn tl{p ghd s{t ph4t nhau bing
ruqu holc bAi bac. Ngoni ra cdn c6 mQt cdi m6y ph6ng
thanh dirt & 16 cdt chinh sudt ngiy 6ng 6ng cdc di6u ca
mDi mhn cfia diri Sii Gdn, sau m6i bli ca dbu c6 kdrn
thco cAu n6i niing niu c&a mQt c0 gAi: - < Thdn thucrrg
g&i cAc anh chi6n binh ngodi chdn sa truong >. Nh&ng
luc nhu th6, ddm linh dung chin rucru tay b4c gifra
chrlng, cuo'i thdt l6n nhu bi dQng kinh, la: a H6-16, hoar
nghinh em g6i hfu phuongr. Ve sau d6 chung sft ph4t
nhau cang h[ng hAi hon.

Cudi cirng, canh rnQt gian nhit kho, co mdt gian nhi
n&m ngip mQt nfra dudi dOit, lA noi chring giam tdi.

M6i sing, sau hbi kdng t0p hgp clre chung, cri'a phdng
giam xich m&, mQt tdn linh vAo d6n tdi ddn mdt c5n
[nO"g AO" AOi sAng choang cAch d6 kh0ng *u.'0 d6
chriug tra tdn toi, thdng thtrdng lA su6t bubi. NhBng
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tt8ng linh drinh tOi d6n bAy gicr tOi vfrn cdn nhd nhtr
ir:. Trong d6 c6 thXng tdi dtlt tdn lA thing < chua nguc D:

ni danh tdi mQt crlch ki6n tri, ch[m chi nhu co thLr

ridng gi voi toi rfly. - < DQi d'Lr kich rnAy l:ao nhiiu
nlucri? Dong 6'd:iu? Ai chi huy? Theo ch[nh pht qu6c
g a khdng?) .l'6i 

I5c dhu thi no dhuh nira. Cu nhu vfly
clro ttvi luc chidc clbng hb quir lfic lreo trin tudng cli6m
n,ud'i hai ti6ng bAo hiQu gitr com trua ct'ra n6, no l6i
t(ri dny (ndu tOi ngdt cti thi no tqt nu<rc cho tdi tinh lai)
c ro linh dAn toi vb (nhu d2i noi tr0n, tdi phii hd vb)
g an nhi nHm,ng&p mQt nira dncri df;t, hrn thdp vd t6i
nhn mri:c do. O d6, tdi ktL0ug bi6t ngiy dOm gi c&, khdng
nghe gi ngoiri Am thanh ndn mfra mA tOi cti kb tren.
Nhibu ngr\y thang nhr.r viy trdi qua vir tdi khdng bi6t
lirm gi ho'n la cd ging gi[' virlg tinh t]rhn tru6'c
coung no.

S'.rdt tho'i gian niy tdi khOng thtly b6ng d6ng thXng
Iro'i. No lhn qudt di dAu, Am muu cai gi v$-y?

Bdng rnQt hOrn chirng ngung khdng tra tIn tdi nfra.
Hdrn tlo Id hdm chfrng bftt dhu dung hirn rut mong

trry, m6ng chAn t6i. ThXng < chua nguc )) vira dua kim
Itn b5ng ngung tay, mQt thing lirrh cl6n rlua cho n6
nri6ng giiiy nh6, xem xorlg n6 cuoi hip mht (mA vA mi
nr[t no d6 nhu mong gA, cu' gift lia lu6n), noi:

- ThOi, tam tha cho chu mny. Rbi chung ta con Sdp
r hau nf,'a, dt'ng lo.

Noi rdi no sai ngudi ldi t6i vE giam lai.
Tu do sudt tuhn 16 tdi khdng bi clanh dfp, tra h6i gi,

I f duc.rc cho 5n udng trl td. Chi co mQt dibu li chung
l.hong cho t6i thm rfra gi, l4i bht phfri 5n ia mOt ch5.
(lhftng bao ldu c6c vdt thuong trdn nguo'i tOi mtrng mfi
lln, bdc nrui h6i thui lo'm gigng. Quhn ao tdi xin l4i,
rit chit, dhy cau ghdt, mdi ngdy mQt thdm rdch toi t6.
1l6c t6i ra ddi phfr kiu tai vA mht, hlc ntro cflng uot dfim
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vl mb hdi vd hoi nucrc. Khdng c6 kidng0r dB soi, tdi
cting bidt bQ dang t6i hic d6 h&n lA gom ghi6c litrn.

Tdi cu tu h6i mdi kh6ng bidt thXiig Doi Arn muu clibu
qui quai gi v0y.

Ddn ngiy thit biy (t0i tinh tluc.rc ngiy li theo tidng
coi tfp hqp mdi bubi sang cira chring), cita phong giam
b6ng xich m&, tdn linh thd dhu vdo khit mfri ngo chung
quanh, noi:

- Chuhn bi, c6 ngudi nhi v6 thdm!
Rbi n6 phun < phgtr nu&c mi6ng thut di ra nhanh.
Tdi ngbi lai, ngac nhiOn kh6ng bidt ai vAo thdm tOi

trong luc nAy. Ba ma tOi? Ong ngo4i tdi? Hay nhfi'ng
bA con nio trong xi c6 quen thXng linh nlo trong clbli-
Tai sao thlng Do'i lai cho r,sudi viro th[m t6i? Nhitt
dinh kherng phiri vi long tdt rbi, vfy thi vi f gi ? Vn chuyQn
d6 c6 dinh lu'u gi toi chuyQn n6 ngung tt'a tdii tdi, c6
tinh d6 ngubi tdi gh6 16', dcr dAy nriy lihdng?

Tdi dang ngbi do6n gid doAn non nhu vfly thi nghe
ti6ng chAn di r6n rdn, rbi ThELm hiQn ra & crla.

Tdi khdng nhd rd long tdi hic d6 ra sao. CAc ban
nghi coi, long tdi sE ra sao khi mi sudt tho'i gian drii
rlXng dlng t6i bi giam chm, tra tdn, sdng trong khdng
ktri dhythr\ h5n, gi&a nhfrng con ngtroi cuc kj,' dd man,tan
dc, hung d& con iron qui dudi dia nguc ? Long tdi sE

ra sao khi mn bdy lAu t6i xa hdt nhii'ng ngu'o'i thAn ydu
ruQt thit: cha me, bA con, Cbng chi, dbng dQi Ii nhfi'ug
nguli chn thidt voi tdi con hon khi trrli dA th&? [{0t
cim giac chung chung nhu co ngon gio thbi toi tren
ngdp tong t6i, nggn gi6 vua m6t m6 vria Au shu. Tdi
tltrng ydn nhin Th6m, cb nghgn d5ng, khOng n6i duo.'c
gi ci.

(1) Guo,rg.
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... VQi badc tdi bAn Thdm,'

Th6m ciing vi.iy, cflng tlung ydn lflng & cfra nhilr Iai

16., mfip may moi mI[ mI hhOng noi gi tlug'c' NIQI hbi,

ct 16 tiru<rng thAn tdi bi clanh dfp quri tan tQ' hai gigt

nrroc mit tu tu l[n trOn ma Thhm'

- Anh llie\n !

Th[m kOu hhd rbi irp rn[t vio hai bAn tay kh6c nf,c

l$n. 'I6i nhu sqc tinir, vQi burrc ttvi bdn Thlrn u6i nhu
dri d:\nir:

-- 'ftrdi dung khoc ThEim, k6o tui n6 nghe thdy ! Cd

gi cIitu...
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Toi chi n6i duqc nhu vdy, nhung rbi Th6m cflng nln
kh6c. NIOL hbi, suc nho, tdi moi ldt d4t tim ch6 khdn6
quA dcr dSykdoThHm ngbi xudng.TOi h6i Thhm chuyQn
La md tdi, 6ng ngoai tdi, chuyQn dQi du kich, bi con IIlg
:rI... Tdi ndn n6ng mu6n bidt bao nhi6u chuyQn, con
Ttrim thl chi lEc dhu nhin tOi hoii cho kh0ng n6i gi
duoc. Thdy vfy, tdi vQi n6i cho Thim y€n tAm:

- Gid thi tdi khdng ch6t dAu. N6 chfrng c6 gan dem
bfln tOi hic dhu thi gid ciing chfrng c6 gan ddnh chdt tOi.

Tuy vdy, thdy ThEm nhiri tOi hoAi, suc nhcy toi b0
dnng tdi luc do tdi cfing thdy ngni ngai th6 nAo. TOi bi6t
Thhm thuong t6i khdng hdt cho ch&ng c6 <IAu mi g6'm
ghidc gi, nhung tdi cfing tim chuydn h6i l6ng di:

- Iai sao no cho Th[m vd thlm tdi ? O nhi, ha m:i
t6i, 6ng ngo4i tdi c6 lo cho tdi I6m khdng? CAc anh
trong dQi du kich co nhHn gi tdi khdng?

Nh[c tni dQi du kich, tdi kh6ng kh6i thdy x6t xa:

- That tdi dn h&n qua d6i, vi mOt phut bbng bQt,
libu linh, tdi dA bao ngubi phii Io cho tOi.

Th&m vdi ddp cho tOi ydn tAm:

-. Cac anh ch&ng c6 tr6ch gi anh dAu, chi c6 thucrng
anh hcrn thOi. Cac anh n6i anh cu y6n tAm, rrin git
v&ng tinh thhn tnrdc chung n6, cdc anh vi bA con &
ngoAi luc nio ciing nghi toi anh.

TCri .rghe vfy tiri th{y long dm 6p bQi phhn, tinh
dbng dQi dbng chi nhu nggn gio thbi mat ruqi long tdi.
Luc do tOi mdi thdy thuong msi ngu6'i hon, thuong ba
mr{ tdi, dng ngoai tdi, cdc anh trong d6i du kich, ba con
lAng xd, ducrng nhu bdy lAu tdi chtta thdy hdt tluqc tdm
long tdt cria hq viy.

Ldng xuc tlQng tran trb, t0i kE cho Thhm nghe chuyQn
nh&ng ngay vua qua clra toi. Vb nh&ng ngiy cudi ctng
t6i n6i: -

- Iuhn16 sau niy tOi khdng biddnh ttdp gi nfl'a, chung

95



tirji dfri cirng khri hon. Ciri co ri0c la chung cd tinh db

tdi sdng do' diiy, ghd 16', mqrn nhot moc dh5' ngtto'i. 'foi
lihCng bii{t chtng irm rnuu ctii gi vty?

Thf,m ng'hc toi li6 viy thi sa shrn nit mirt, bcn kA tdi
nghe chuyQn thtlng Doi... Eo cfing ln Ij do tqi sao n6
cho 'I'hiim vAo thdrn tdi.

1r! ngiy b$t giam cluo'c tdi, thXng Do'i cAng la cI ddn
nhir t6i nhibu hcrn. Iihfrp xorn dbu bicit chuyQn no ve
vir Thirn, cidn n6i darn con nit chln trdu d4t bAi h6t
nh:.o no:

Thilng Doi m€ gtii rdu gh|
Nhd thiim Bttg, no ra r€ tdt ngag

No qug nd lag: <T'hidm ot
Cd con gai g& cho tdi dt bit

Ii6o t6t chdt chrtng thdnh... ma>.

Iting ngay n6 tli can bd phA tin nht\ cfta, d[nh ttdp
ngrro'i ch&ng bidt thucvng ai, vi.ry mA nghe dam con nit
chi n tr-Au hdt nhu vfy, n6 gii crim gii di6c lam ngo tli.
NhLrng ngiy dhu no ddn nhir tiri ga chuyQn niy chuyQn
rro db laun quen, sru cri' bAm ly & d6 ch$ng bidt
ngrrong ngtng chi ch. III tdi phitn sq n6, iqi nhitm luc ba
tdi dang chuyiln binh n{rrg ch&ng bi6t s6ng chdt thci
nAo ndn brlng dn r'6i nhu to vo. Thhrn ihi di nhiOn lir
ght't cay ghdt dirng n6 nhung ctng khOng dam l0 mrit
ra, scr n..r clem long tirt hirn vb dbn hAnh ha tOi niriEu
ho r. BA cou hirng xom thi cang sq no hon nEa, khdng
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n6i khdng rXng no con ph{ t6n nhu vfly hudng cbi gid
choc dlrng vao ch5 y6u cira no. Clnh ntrh tdi ltic d6
nhu ca ni*rm trdn thryt, iuc nao cing nom nop io sr.r

khdng birdt tai hga sd ddn hlc nAo. NIa tdi cu chftc lu&i
lrrdn:

- Khdng ch(rng thi chhy thing Dcri sE d6n gay
chul'6n cho coi.

['Ia tdi n6i khdng sai: viro ngily c6ch d{y mQt tuhn
(rgay no ncung ttr t5n tdi) thing Dcri sfim sanh db dac
dtjn nhd h6i ma tdi gi Thirn cho no. Nghe tin sdt
danh, ura toi va Thfun chay vd bubng 6m nhau khoc
rong. I{oAn cinh thdt moi trrv trdu Lim sao ! Ndu kh6ng
c6 tdi bi b[t giam trong ndy, rnA tOi vi Th5rn sq chi mi
khdng tu chdi th&ng vao mflt no. Nhung vo'i tinh thdng
thud'r:g cfia nguoi phu nfr bao gio' cfing lo cho ngudi
thAn hon lo cho minh, mA t6i bdn tim cach ch6i quanh:

- 0rg oi, con chAu tdi dd co ncvi co ch6 rbi. Ong
nghi thLrong dirm no, dtri nguo'i con g6i chi c6 mOt
tdm chi)ng...

ThXng Do'i nghe vty thi cuo'i rd ldn. Tu ngodi cfra
n6 di th&ng vao ngbi xudng ghi gifr'a khdrrg do'i ai moi
mgc chi cir, noi giolg diOu nira gi8n nirl thgt:

- VA)'thi thidm tinh gii cd'lh[m cho ai? Linh tr6ng
t6i kh6ng nghe thriy, chirc Ia Vi6t cQng thdi.

Me tdi tim cAch uoi dii5' dua voi no:

- 0i, do'i bAy gicr trai gai chr,lng thuo'n.q nhau cha mg
dAu co dp c1u'o'c. Flu6ng chi tdi dny chi 1a...

- CI, Lhien co nguoi ccn [r-ai md...

- Ong oi...

- ... 'Ihing I{i6n t6i cdn troi dhu trong dbn kia phli
kh6ng? Xung d6i 15m... Cd ThEm khio chgn chbng
lHm...
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f.bi n6 dung da1' noi gat di, kh0ng cho md tOi ndi
gi rr['a:

-"Thdi ducrc, thidm r\. Chr*rng ai dp buQc gi rluqc
chuvdn do... Tdi ln k6 ddn sau... Gio thi chul'Qn tti n2[y
lo ..a)....

N'oi rbi n6 dfp hdt alb dtrc li cuo'i dung dung kdo
linlr ra vb, h0rn do tinh khdng glii lhA ai, kh6ng bfin
m6. phAt sung nAo. lI{ tdi th?[1'vAy thi chdt di6ng
tro,rg bung. ViQc kho ttr6'ng gd ducrc nao ngo'\-a lay
sang chuyQn khdc nfra. Crinh rnd tdi vA cinh Thhm sE

ra riao nfra dfly? ThAn th6 tdi trong rl6n sE con bi diy
Ai toi muc nio nfra? MQt Luhn le trOi qua, thHng Dcri
irn hoi kh6ng dAn qudn di cAn b5, cilng khong d6nh
hoi danh tidng gi ddn nhi tdi. N6 ruXc c6' vE chuyQn dE
qua hav dang Am muu chuydn dQc hqi gi kh6c nfra.? Md
tdi r:u dim ddm ld khoc vtyi Thfrm :

-- Ch{u cri, tu&ng dem chAu vb diy dt\rn }rgc, che ch&
durrc gi, ndo ngcr cdng thdm khb thAn chau mFr thdi.

Thfm nghe ma tOi n6i thi cfrng khoc, drip lai:
-- Cinh khb do thHng gi[c NIf gAy ra thi & cIAu mi

trarrh kh6i. Bay gicr c6 thidm c6 ch6.u, ta ctrng g& kh6
duc,c phhn nio hav phhn ?iy.

Cri' nhu v{y, mQt tuhn 16 trdi qua... Cho to'i hbi sang
nirv, trong luc mA tdi vd Thim tu&ng n6 b6 qua chuyQn
d6 rbi thi no dAu xac ddn. Vua th?[y bong no ngoii
crta rna tdi va Th[m dd rrrn l€n, nJrung n6 chi hibn
tt :roi:

- Cd Th[m chuhn bi vd dbn th[m anh Hi6n di.
ChryQn dflu con. c6 do, gio anh chi hEy gip nhau
cdi tld.

N6i rbi e6 quay lung vE libn, kh6ng hd r[ng ndi ldi
niro n&a.
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XId tdi thfly vAy thi ngcr lfim, nhung ThEu: noi:

- Dn no drn rnuu chuyQn gi chiru cfing ct'vd th5.m
anh Hi0n. Chuydn thidrn chAu minh cqrc tcri diu ctng
kh6ng hirg cinh hnh(l) & trong rlo ddu.

Noi rbi Thiun quiL quydt sip x6p db dac theo thXng
Do'i vAo dbn thiln tOi libn, md tdi c6 cin thd nao cfing
khdng ducrc.

KA tdi do ThEm n6i ri6p:

- Dec duo'ng no cfing kh6ng n6i gi vdi em c[. Chi
c6 luc tru6'c khi vd dAy no rnoi n6i nhu vhy: - < Ndu
ch6rrg cd chfing ducrc dgp dE nhu l.ru6c kia thi co cfing
drlng trich t6i nghen. ChuyQn giirc gii ch&ng thB vi tinh
ri6ng mdr nuong tay duc.rc >. Nghe n6 noi vay em chftng
hi6u gi, nhung gicr vd dAy nhin thdy anh nhu vhy em
moi hi8u.

Nghe vdy, tOi vua gifn vua nuc cutyi cho cAi tinh dd
tiQn, hdn ha cria thing gi{c, t6i noi:

- Cei thXng ddn mat, n6 tu&ng bung da ai ciing nhu
n6 sao cho?

Thfrm vQi n6i:

- N6 lim gi kQ n6, mi6n em vd ddy g[p anh li duo. c
rbi. Gicr em sE tim cfch sln soc anh. Ngoiri kia chri thidm
Biy, btr con bi6t ducrc tin anh cfrng ydn tdrn phhn nio.

Tu d6 m6i lhn .sd thlrn t6i, Thiim mQt mirt bAo cho
tdi bi6t tjn tuc gia dinh, dQi du kich, lang xd, mQt m{t
tim hdt cich s[n s6c cac v6t thuong tdi. thXng Doi nhu
< l& cb r khdng c6 crich gi ngln cin dLroc. Cac vdt thuong
t6i m6i ngiry th6m lhy lua, h6i thui, m6i lhn vd Th[m
ph&i lin dem theo chi6c khdn db lau cho tdi. Chi dur.rc
vAi lhn, sau d6 thXng Doi bi6t durrc, Th[m vua v6 tdi
cria no bfit lot hdt kh[n khiu b6 lai bdn ngoAi. KhOng
chiu thua, sau d6 Th6m b6n hai dro, v0 tcri noi thl c&i

U) Lnn ds.
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m0. chidc ra lau cho tdi. Nhung rbi ciing khdng hon lhn
tru,)'c, chi6c 6o thu'hai lbi cfing bi no hfit cili b6 lai
ngcii cfta. Tdi th{y v4y mrii noi vo'i 'f hirur;

-- Thdi chhng lam chi nfra cho mic c,5ng 1'h[m a.

NO de c6 tintr dhy ii rninh nhrr vt-v lhi rninh cfing rirn
chi,r cho n6 bidt gan rninh.

I\hung Thhm gat di:
- - Em khdng chiu thua no deiir. Sao anh lai db cho

u6 hAnh ha thAn minh nhtr vqiy'/
Lhn sl'., v) toi cfra Thiim kcio tiri ngi)i xi,6ng nhu cAc

lhn tru<-r'c. 'f6i ngac nhiin thii5' Thfiur cht'rug dem theo
cai qi d6 co ih6 lau ciro tdi ci, cdrn nsiln ngtr', thi ThEm
dd (6 {.unil mhi t6c ra. trIzii toc Thim dai quir lttng, c6
lE 'l'hhnr rtra gOi xong, thortng thoirng mr\i b6ng bu&i...
Tdi hi6ir ra, Idng cirm dQng lihdn xidl:

- ThEm l:iv toc lau cho tdi n ? Tir[rn lim chiddnn5i...
Th6m ngirt ld'i toi:

- Rao niridu ngu'o'i mudn lo cho anh md kh6ng duqc,
chi c6 em nlay m5n duo'c vd dAy, em khdng lAm trdn
dE llhq tflm long bit con sao?

I\!6i toc Thflrn tuv ch$ng lau s+ch crlc vdt thuong t6i
bao nhi6u, nhrng cfing girip tdi tho{t duo'c cinh dhy
fii hdn ha d6 cira th[ng Doi. MOt hdm cho't rni] cfta dom
thdv cirnh nhtr v{y, no cud'[ nh6ch miQng vo'i Th[m:

- Ciilg dri tro dfr ngon hdt, hdng? ThOi Lu riy xin
cd I,6 cdi lrd do di nghen.

Rii chi gitr tru6'c gio seu no cho ngntri d6n t6i di
t$nr rii'a iibn.

Trr do sirc kir6e toi m6i ngAy mQt khh hon. Tuy vfly
tdi vAn khdng lcyi cinh gi6c. thno'ng n6i voi 'firirrn:

- No thdi cli tro hirnh ha th6 xac rbi, chfc ]r\ sE tim
muu rna chuo'c qui gi d6 dann viro < tinh thhn > rninh
nfi'a dAy thdi. DU sao minh cu trtr0c sau nhtr mgt
la dttqc.
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'I'hhm nghe tdi n6i vfly kh6ng nhi'ng kh6ng 5'0n tim
ma con lo so.'ho'n nira: tdi cu <crirng> hoiri nhLr viy
nhirt ttinh rbi toi mQL ngdy thing Doi sE nbi gi4n, n6
sq chi khdng dem tdi ra bhn phut cho di nu(r) u6 ?

Chung mta mua d[ dut rbi. Tdi nhin ra khe h& cfta
sB thdy nht'ng so'i to tr6ng bay vb ahy tro'i, rcrt la di
trdn m{t rudng. Gi6' chttcrng th6i vb kh6 vi lanh. Troi
xanh vir cao, ldru d6rn nhfr'ng viy miy tr5ng xdp chbng
lc\n nhau nhr.r nhfrng vfr:y ca. Thtri tidr b6o hi6u nhring
ngay cudi nlm r'flt- cicp. NI[t troi bubi chibu ldn dAu
khdng biJt, uhunq bu6i sdrug tip dring huong cfra sb
phong giam tdi mi moc l6n. Fllng ngiry, trudc hbi ki6ng
tdp hq,p cira tui linh, tdi rtd ddn ngbi ch<r bOn cfta s6.
Dhu ti6n t6i ciri nhin thdy mdt chut sAng le l6i 6 chAn
troi, nhung chi chtit sau mQt vung hbng d6 6i de ddt
ch:iy c& rn0t khoing trrri trtroc mirt. Anh sltng nhu
rnu6n r-ran vdo voi t6i rni hhOng dugc, pirii clong l4i
ngoiri hhc cfta. 'I'u hucrng xd tdi, nhfrng cAy rom, mdi
le bflt dhu iri6n l6n. Nh&ng tr-u dtta u6n con{ tluo'c gio,
rE la trOi di trong mAy. Nh&ng cldn co rE gi6 bay v1!1 di,
in thrinh nhfrng chdm den trdn nbn tro'i.,. Chua khi nio
t6i thdy thidn nhi6n dgp nhu luc d6, xd t6i dep nhu
luc do. Nlitu xanh, mAu xfrm cria ven cAy, cAy ro'm, mAi
16 d6i vtri t6i lfc d6 sao md thAn thidt vqry. Khi tidng

3

(1) Hd sidn.
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tir vI bf,o hi6u mdt ngdy lao dQng b[t tlhu, tung dilir trtiu
ddn bo tu trong x6m dirng dinh di i'a. Nhfl'ng con tr'6ru
iong mdu btn non dung du'a c[p sring cong .r,irt, nhfi'rig
con bo l0ng mdu vAng tcr sAng ruc duoi {nh n[ng, theo
sau la nhrlng cd b{c n6ng dAn dng quhn tav ao xhn cao,
dirn ba dQi non lA trfing, khln rHn trtrm liin rnf,t, dtrn
Ong khdc kh[n dhu, 6o piranh ngg'c, ditju thu6c Ia nglrm
tr6 bdn mdi. Ngudi vA vit du<r'ng hodng, dinh rl+c tidn
thfrrLg ra dbng...

Srrng h6m d6 t6i ddn b6n cfra sb sdm hon moi bi'a,
nhung chi nhin thdy duo'c luc m{t tro'i lin thdi. Ltc
tidng tu vd vua thbi - gio' phrlt sung su'ong uhut cira
tOi sfip tdi - thi cfra phong giam x.ch n-;i', t0n linh vho
kh0ng n6i khOng rHng din tdi ra hh6i dbl.

Ngoni bdi c6 SAn Cd nguili bn ao nhrr nh6m cho'.
Chinh gi&a, trdn mdt khoring diit rdng khdug ciy c6i,
mor: ldn tu hbi nrio mdt cAi lihhn cldi ro'i rOit nhrEu diy
nhc' giSng xurlg quanh. B6n b:n krhn dai cht-ri ru'c
nhi'ng blng, bitiu ngir, cr-r' ha soc. I\lO[ tiim hinh DiQm
lon biing tilm ddm treo ct6i tlit\n vo'i lihitn d)i. Thco
nhtrng dtro'ng diy, bh con xI Nhon IIoa ngbi 5'6n t[m
tfip: piria tru6'c, dAm linh clim sir;rg cli toi di lui 4tn oe

nat ng Indn rniing. TOi bi nltdt vao duoi san lihr{n dtri,
bOr trdn c6 vtri ba t0n sT quan 14 m{t (co lE t* trdn
hul'Qn xu6ng) dang nhi nhd gi voi nhau cu gif,m chAn
rhnr rhm trdn dr\u tdi. Tn'rvi nhng uhtt db lira, tdi ir
tro rg tdi ra ndn nhin mOt trbi chi th{y lire sao. Lai th0m
tdn linh d5n tdi cu liri nhli:

-- Hdin nay cho may di dqld a qutlc khirnh> dd. Hdy
cd ma ngoan ngodn rnay ra ngutti ta co giim tQi cho
khong.

l'6i tirc minh, vdng tgc:
-- A thl ra <qudc kh6nh> cfra tui bAy d6 ha? Qudc

kh;inh cai cqc...
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ThXng linh quay lai thuc b6ng sung viro gifra nrf,t
IOI, I'Ol
cud'i khE

nh
Q,n

u gift minh dua tay b\rm miQng tdi lai. Tdi
taot nno vor no:

- BuOng tav ra... Tao khdng la dAu... ThXng cho...
Tdi nghe mriu chny n6ng trdn m{t nhung cfing kh0ng

bu6n drra tay lau. Tr€n khdn cIAi, thdng Dcri chay tcri
chay lui v6 ldng xdng (f chung h6m nay c6 quan lcrn
n6 & dd), mdy lhn nhin thliv t6i n6 lim ngcr di. M{t
troi lCn cao hon sAo, sau ba phft sung, chung b[t dhu
khai mac cudc 16.

MQt cudc t0 ttrtit d6ng tri'c cucri ! C& mQt thd.i gian dAi
chung hAnh i6, mirl mAy du'a nAo rlt'a nd,v cffng lirm ra
v6 trinh trong nghieiu chinh, bA con xE Nhon Hoa ngbi
phQnh du6'i nhfr'ng duong dAy vdn chuydn to nh6 voi
nhau, mQt s6 khac ngo lo lao ra ngoii nhu kh6ng bi6t
minh ddn dAy ri6 lam gi. Thinh thoing c6 tidng c{t l6n
ng0 nghn: - ((Ong d6 n6igi v&y ci?) Vi c6 ti6ng tdn
linh nat: - (( Thi bng n6i chuydn dQc 14p... C6 im db
ughe khOng ? > Ilon con nit ch4y rubng duoi chAn ngud'i
lcvn du6i b$t nhau cu<r'i ri 16 nhu chu6t. Mdt vAi dua
dinh tim kE h6' h6 ch4y, tdn linh chm sring di xQc phia
sau vQi giucrng lOn danh (( rdp r, ghm ghd:

- D. mg, bht bAy di du 16 < qu6c khfnh > cho bft bey
di 5n cut hay sao ma sq hA ? ThXng nio b6 chay tao
dAm chdt!

NfQt vni dua kh6c rd l6n libn bi tdn linh vflt dd xu6ng
bum miQng l4i.

Cu nhu vfy, cnQc 16 ti6n hinh. Gi6 thbi tung m6t
vii bi6u ngfr bay r6t chim nghim ducri ruQng. Hinh Di6m
co mQt luc bi gio thbi lQch di, vai ba tdn linh hdp t6p
ch4y ra sfra ngay l4i.

Th$ng Dcri dung l6n n6i chuyQn, n6 lf su ddi ddng:
".- Tt'ngtry co chdnh thb cQng hda ra dcri, c6 linh qutic

gia vb dAy giir gin an ninh, bd con xd Nhcrn iloa ta
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duTc ydn 6n md mhn [n. Nhtrng iui Viqt cQng ch[rng
kh )ng rnu?5n viy, chung chi mudn c6 c&nh clhu rcri m6u
chriy ncrn'rncvi xui bA con n6i l6n ch6ng hi ihAnh phfr.
Tar sao lai k\ur nhtt vty ? Ndili chcing \I! i? lly lnm gi
mi minh cbijnrt ngud'i ta? l.[oi lti ]Ii xim luo'c, vf,y thit
h6i nguo'i ta dem d6 beo nhiiu ddJl qua clAl', nguo'i ta
c6 thdrn xric vb gia lta, thung gao nAo khdng? Ngubi
ta 5n toAn pa-tcl, ph6-mAl, nguo'i ta thdm cAi thrt mftm
t6rn m5m [dp, thit rira thit r6n cfra minh A ? Br\ con ndn
hii)u cho long ttit cria nguoi Mf, dung nghe lo'i tui Yi0t
cQ rg xui mA lam bfy. NIA gArn cho lif, lAnr sao chdng
lainbi cho? Linh qutic gia cidlg la vtiy, srins dnq nhibu
lI vi)', con \ri0t cQng thi chi co nz"rm ba thinq liri bo liri
br1i, sung ting chico bAp drra vat xd'o clubitriu cdnkh6ng
chly cho n6i t6'i dAnh chirc gi. Eo k\ chrra kb m{y bay,
tt\rrlf,n, xe tirng, dai hac cfra rnd'y Ong NI$nira. Mi[y 6ng
nti giiin lin qur'rng ci-ro vr\i trdi bonr, bin cho vdi loat
phAo lir khong cir6t ci lang c& xii sao. ThAt le coc doi
chiing trd'i, chriu chdu cloi dA xe, ctrling qur cr)ngduo'ng
lArn b{y cho cdch mang cach midc gi. Noi co shch mdch
cochitnq,hdrn th{ng mud'igiripha, mQt thi'rng Vi0t c6ng
li[u mqrng lixr virn lai ghn dbn dinh dom ;rgo gi kirdng
biiit, nhunq chua chi tti hi linh tdi tr'6i diiti lai rbi. E6
ln thing Hiin, chfc br\ cor di bidt rbi, thu& nh6 chi c6
bi,!t chfur trriu chry bi6t. chi khdc. N6 ldm biy ch&ng qua
c6 uguo'i xrii git1c...

fhirng Doi cAng noi carrg hi hftng. No cttd'i, m{t nhdn
nhtm lai, bd rnft rlhy nn]n cira ur.r d6 frng lOn nhu mQt
nrdng ttrit sdug. Girla chrlng, no quay lqi qu{t b&o tui
lirh dAn t6i ra. T6i ducyc m& troi vI dtrcrc clua ddn ghn
du'<rng ddy, cAch ch6 bn con ngbi kirdng to'i tiim tay.

Vtia nhinth5y tdi,dAm rldng nfiy gio'rlang thcr o', l4nh
ntat vdi cu6c 16, bdng xon xao h&n l6n. Nhi6u ngudi
tld'ng dfy c6 chen l0n phia trudc, tidng birn tAn 6n Ao
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lan di nhu ti6ng soirg. M$t vhi chi phrr nt btr liio tlu'a
kirz"rn lin l:ur rn6t. Nhirng 6ng ldo nhin tdi tlitrn
ditrn, hnh mirt nhu mudn noi:.-< Drtqc, thirrg nAy drto'c ,r.

Bon coLr -ril- kdu lin giong kich dQng: - (Anh Ifiin!
A;rtr Hi0n ! u vd c6 chen ra phia truoc. Ilirt ttrira Id1' tai'
d0 l6n nong sung ten linh chn duong no, thXng linh gac
quay l4i th&ng tay d5m thXng nh6 vtro giria clintr dhu,
quat: - <IIay rnitrg gi drivdy? Tia may sting l+i tlO

hn ? > Tn nhiin tdi thdy long < mbm 1,6u > rli, ndu khdng
c6 thXng Dcri dung d6 chhc tdi khdng chm ducrc nuoc
mHt.

Thing Dcri nhu kh6ng hav bi6t gi ci. No xoa tay mQt
cAch khoai tr{, ctoi cho mgi nguoi im htn nrcri noi tidp:

- Phai, cdi thXng Hi6n nt\y chi nghe lo'i ngudi ta xrii
gigc ldrn bfy thdi, & tron nguo'i ta cfing hi6u cho nhr
vdy. NOn h6rn nay nhAn ngiy < qudc khhnh >, ngdi d4i
uy qufn trtrrlng rno'i co linh khoan hiing... Chi, r,oi
lu{t 10i59 thi tQi thXng Hi6n tlang chdt ba dbi, bA c,on a.
Nhung ngAi d4i uy thdy bir con xi Nhcvn Hoa ta bdv l6u
dbu ld ngnbi tdt, ndn mo'i giao hen vdi tdi nhu vhy: 116

bA con chiu dung ra bfro linh cho thXng lliiri, khr)ng
db sau niy no lnm ViQt cQng nfi'a thi no sE duc'c th&
bbng. NgAi dai riy n6 i: < Luflt nhi\ nucrc tuy nghidm tri
nhung cfing c6 ch5 khoan hbng >...

ThXng Dcri ddn dung sft bdn dAm ddng. No vua n6i
vta cuo'i dua tay dinh vd dhu mgt dua nh6. Dua nh6
holng hdt thut dhu nd trAnh khi6n no hut tay, phii
chqp vAo dhu mQt cec rao...

- ... Vdy bfly gio bi con chi chn ct[rng lin n6i loi hiro
linh cho thXng Hi6n thdi. tJ thixe Nhon LIoa ta blo lfrnh
chq no d6. Tdi cflng lir ngtroi cfia xd Nho'n Hda nl\,,
cflng dn hgt corn hQt bhp & dey md Ion lin, t6i kltOug n6'
theiy nguo'i xE Nhon Hoa ta phii c&nh ti tQi, ch6t ctr6c...
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Ndi tirdt, thdnq Hiin lih6n{ sanh nhtm x[ Nhon Hda
ta thi rnang nd tr'[m phhn [t chdt ci trdm...

l'htYng Do'i ngrrng mQt <;hut, nhin quanh rbi dua tay
Ca() len:

-- Yay bi con c6 chiu bio l[nh cho n6 khOng? Ai
ngrrd'i dai diQn dung l6n n6i it ldi di. Gqi ltr cho co lE
Yd1'md...

Ydn nu cuo'i tr0n mdi, thXng L\oi nhin d6m d6ng,
cht' dqi.

[l6m ddng im ph[ng ph[c. Trdn bdi c6 San Co, nguoi
d6rrg 6n do gitr chi nghe ti6ng sung khua l6ch cach,
tidrtg mdy 16 cd'', bi6u ngti qu4t phAnh phach duoi gio.
M0, con co lQi khua nudc ngoAi ruQng xa cfrng nghe rd
mb r m$t. Tiim hinh Di6m bi gi6 thbi ngfr lQch rnQt lhn
nti'tr, nhung lhn nay khdnrg co tdn linh nao ra sfta lai.
Edrn con nit chtrng cfing bitit gidy phut hQ trgng d6
kh6ng ch4y slrc sao nfr'a, dirng 1'dn ducri chAn ngubi
l&n, m& thao liro rnirt nhin lin. N[:n phut, rbi mudi
philttrdi qua. lli3t thting l)ri di clhrn rlia mb h6i, n6 dE

dbi cnan du'ng ddu lrin thrr ba. No thoi khdng cuoi nfra,
nheo nheo mit nhin lu'(l't tr'6n clam dong, rndi mim lai,
tay tl6i lia trcln nhfrng dhu cgc hdng rdo. Nlm phut n&a
tr6i qua. Ynn im li1ng. Chi c6 ti6ng tir6 rnanh cira nhfrng
chi phu nfi', vd tidng ho hung h6ng cira nhfi'ng dng lEo.
Kh6ng ai nhin thXng Do'i, cfing khdng nhin nhau, chi
ng6 bing qucr ho[c crli g}im xudng aldt. Thd'i gian trOi
nf,n11 nb, cirng th&ng, nhu rldm tung gifl)'...

Toi du'ng nhu ciiOn chln gifra sAn, m6u nong bdc hdt
lOn m[t. Cho din khi t]riirrg Doi kherng gi6u duqc tu'c
gifn, giin giong:

- Sao ? I{6i tti chd bii con ?

Tdi khdng cdn iillrn rlrro'c nira, qucy l4i quit l6n:

- 
'I'h0i nri,y b6 chi tro do di Doi ! llny quen thdi bdm

dit nrdy Ong \If cfia miy, miy tu&ng bung da bir con ar
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ciing nhu miy sao? YA xua nav tao c6 chiu dhu htrng
rl;ny hbi ndo khr)ng, mAy khflc bi6t...

Vrit rnot c[i. cri..,' coc riro tronq tay thiing Doi tung
l0n, qudt trAi vio oc t<)i. 1t;[ chi l<ip nhiu tiriiy lira d6
h(it truo'c mi,t, rbi [(' Iiiruvu xu6ng, ngait rli.,.

I(hi t6i tinh tliy tlrdv hai tiu linh drl diu tdi di l'tr xa.
Plria sau tdi. tidng bii corr la 6 phftn rtrii bn r\o mdi luc
mdt vang dri.,', kuio dai iirn i.

0 cf.a dbn, ihing Doi vir thXng qutin tr',r&ng dang
noi chul'6n ro'i nhlu. I'h?ing Do'i noi gi liu riu nhtr
pJrAn bua vi thing qui.rn tlu6'ng -- mr)t tirirng mtip, lirn,
mflt lAng bong nhu dhrh < si-ra > - ctrdi, lic clhu, v6
tay vdo lirrhtr sirng ngi'.n cteo bOn hdng, n6i:

- ... 'Idi khuvc\n dng, Crng ban tr6 a, sau niry n€n
dtrng ddn thu niry thi t(;t ho n. Ngu'd'i l'Ij cho minh
nlriEu < c&a do > ngLto'i ta ciinq co j clo dng i.

Tdi bi ldi t6'i c&'.r ph<,rn,1 giaur. II6t tdn linh co chAn
dc p tdi mQt cAi l[n tn6t v6 tlong, vta chfri rfia lhm
rhm vriar dong shrn cfta lai.

Mfiy hOm sau, Thim vio bho cho tdi bi6t mQt tin vui:

- DQi du kich dung ctruiin bi vAy dbn, anh n. r\{dy
hf m rAv c{c anh b:in rd,-r d[' lirrn, ch1y ttyi chay lui
lu )n. Ld ren nha anh Ba Duo'c Ifta d6 sudt dim, lLic
nlo cfing nghe co ti6ug bua d{p chan chit. BA con
dang chuhn bi cu6c x6ng, Bdy gOc, dAy thung dAy chdo,
lai bo tung bo ro'm l6n kJrdng bi6t dA IAm gi. TrAu bd
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cQt lai hdt. Ong Tu kh[n 6o chinh tE di vb xonr lu6n"
Chir BAy bjnh v4y md cfing t6c dfy di ludn, s6ng con &
dhu xom,.'chibu cIfl thdy & cu6i x6m. Em chua bi6t gi
thi chibu hdm qua thdy chu Biy vb noi voi thi6m Bit5r:

- < Minh shp ddnh dbn dAy m{ th{ng Hi6n a, kh6ng
nhin duqc nii'a >. Thidm B[y nghe vfly thi lo sq ra mf,t,
n6i: - < Cdn con minh trong tlo thi sao ? Ednh dp no,
no kh6ngdem thXnc Hi6n b[n di n?r Chu Bf,y gat di:

- < Khdng dAnh no, n6 ch&ng dem con bd trl cho bA
dAu>. Thi6m Biy chi cdn bi6t hhoc, d{n em vd bao cho
anh hidt tin d6...

R6i Thhrn bribn rhu bAo cho tdi bidt nrQt tin khric:

- Thing Doi tritrdng cho em vO thlm anh nff'a rbi.
Cflng do chuyQn no bi rnfit rn{t hdm dern anh ra sAn

16... Hdm dc, sau khi cho linh lira h6t bI con vb, no
d6n duo'ng ch{n em lai, noi: -- << Cd vd thlm thHng Hi6n
lhn cu6i c[ng di, rbi c0 dE no lai cho t0i. CO ttr6'ng 1)i
vi tOi nghi6p thXng Hi6n, hotc vi mudn ldy long dAn .i[
Nho'rr FIoa r,iry rni'. tha cho no do sao ? Kbdng, chinh ld
vi cd do, c0 Th5m e... ) Rbi kh6ng tt6 em noi gi n&a,
n6 quay ngofit, b6 di...

fhflm ngr]ng m()t chut rbi ha thdp giong noi tidp:

- VAy li tu nr1' anh phii 6'lai rnQt minh v6'i lui no.
Ern khdng con dirgc vCr thirrn lnh, s5.n soc anh, brlo cho
anh bidt tin tirc ngoAi lAng xd n&.r.

Nghc vd1. tOi chi bidt lArn lhinh. Bidt ducrc chuvdn
dQi du kich chuhn bi v:iy dbn, tdi rnu'ng khf;p kh5'i,
nhung nghT toi chuydn tir nay tdi kh6ng clLro'c g[p
Thflm nfra, tdi nghe long bubn se. T6i cd dirn lon: gi&

t&ng ngo bAng quo ra ngoAi, nhung rbi lihdlg kbm
duqc, t6i quay lai chm tay Th5.m, noi:

- Sau niy khdng con duqc g{p Thim nfta tdi bubn
l5m. Nhung Thhm vA bir con cu y6n tflm, tOi chhng vi
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t rd ma sa sut tinh thhn dAu. Sau ndy dtr c6 IIIS nio tOi
cing nhcr tdrn long cfra'Ihirm, cfra bi con. ThXng Dcri
cri con nruo'c dem tdi ra birn nfra thdi chcr chhng ldm
gr tOi dtroc ddu.

Thim nghe tdi n6i viy thi bat khoc, noi:

- ThXng Doi tu nay cdng th[r em, thtr ba con xE
Nhon Hda, n6 con hdnh ha anh toi muc nio nfia? Rbi
diy anh co s6ng ch6t thd nio, em vi bd con cflng ch&ng
hay bidt gi dAu.

Tdi cu' dE y6n cho Th[m kh6c. TOi hi6t nudc mfit
trong luc niy chi lArn voi di su bubn th6.rn, cing khi6n
cjrrirng tdi thdrn gfin b6 nhau md thdi. Sau ndy nhd lai,
tiri khdng bi6t co phai td)i dem long thuo'ng ThXm tu
Itrc do khdng, chi bidt d6 lir nhfrng girr phirt dgp dE
tr€n ch{ng duo'ng ckvi cira tdi, nrQt kf ni6m nhu mQt
bSng hoa ngrtt huong trong kf u'c tdi.

Tav trong tav, ch[rrrg tdi ngbi nhu v{y rdt lAu. Ben
nqotri, bon linh dfl ddnh k6ng dbi gac mdy lhn. Tro'i dd
dqi'ng trua, gio cl6ng thbi tru tr6n rn[i ngoi. \{6t ddi chim
sri tu diu bay vb dr.iu 16rr dhu tuong k6u rdi rit, nhin
xr6ng chring tdi lbi ung dung ria l6ng cho nhau. V[ng
trong ti6ng s6ng ltia song c6 ri rho c6 ti6ng con nghd
g')i n19, tidng dAn co v6 cAnh bay di...

tsgn linh iai danh k6ng dbi gAc rnQt lhn nfra. NgoAi
cri'a phong giam co titing giAy dinh kio lgt xgt. Rbi c&a

4ch m&, tc\n linh gdc tho dhu viro :

- Thdi, toi git) rbi !

Toi d& ThEm du'ng dtv, diu ra cfra. Tdn linh gdc lti
rtL dung cho rnQt bdn, b{p bip didu thudc ng6 lcr ddng
rri ngodi. Hai chung toi nhin nhau rnQt gidy, sau do
Thfrn khE kdo mQt mdp khln l6n che m{t, quay di.
Cfra dcng shrn lai. TOi dt'ng ndp bdn crla, nghe..bdn kia
Th[m cfrng dung dung lai. CO tidng sut sit lau mfli vi
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ti6ng gi nhtr tidng ndc khE. Sau d6 tidng chfrn xa
dhn... Khi tidng chAn mdt hfrn, tbi nghe c6 r:rdt khoiing
trdng lon trong nguc phhi ngbi khuyu xudng tr;a vr\o bo
tuctng...

Ngdy hdm sau t6i duo.'c tri l4i phong tra. T6i gdp iai
thXng < chta nguc ) vh t{t ch nhfi'ng thing dd danh t6i
luc trudc. Khdng n6i kh6ng rhng, chung treo t6i l6n,
tr& lai bXng nhtng ddn dhu ti0n...
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VI

VAY B6N

BXt Aa, tu h6m do chung tra tnn t6i mOt cach tuc
td , hzln hoc, khac h&n l6i thAi dO th6a thich, hB hA

nt u dao truoc. T6i hitlu t4i sao chung lai nhu vfly,
Sau ngir1, I'hr"rm trr bidt t6i, tin dbn SAn Co sHp bi vAy

kti6n cilrr.h trong dbn ch(,n r6n ldn nhu ld mQt 6 ki6n
bi ct<)ng yfli'. Ehrn vq linh lu6n chav tAo tac tu
trr i ni\v sung tr4i khhc, ctrn dam linh thi cir nghe kh".ra

suirg drln <loc r<.rc> su6t n,gA),. Thinh ihoin,J c6 mQt
tOir linh hoilc con vo'linh l6n tltiu la xdnr r-b duo'c, viry
k\ ci dbn lxr lai h6i iran tiu tit. Sari do dem vg linh
ilue'c dip chi'ri tron binii nirfi'ng criu dOc dia:

- Co tliir gi ci6ng{t) hdt thu' 6iy di nghen, r'bi r-ray mai
hdI cilrl mir [n.

't) An.
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It{Ot lhn, hai tOn linh di ngang Li'a ptrong giam u6i
chuyQn v6'i nhau :

- Sring ( Dgua tro'i > cfia tui n6 miEirgtll dfr l6rnr
h& rn[y ?

- U, nhu cArn v4y.

- Ngtre noi tlung mQt mi6ng nh6 cflng chdt, hf, ?

- ch6t.

- Nhung nrip dtrui cOng slr thi kh0ng sao chO?

- Nfp thi tlziu co siro !

- Con n6u l& minh trdc l6n Lhi sao ?

- d, trdc cdug sn thi kh6ng bidt sao i nghen t

Hing ngr\y tdi theo ddi viQc vAy dbn cfia ta qua nhfrng
di6ur nghe ng6ng lit vlt nhu vfy, vi g6p nhlt lai tdi
cfing khdng bidt gi hcin ngoAi tin Thhm cho bi6t h0m
chia tay.

Hdm rl<.r nhu thuong lQ, trdn ducrng l€n phong tra, tdi
chuhn bi tintr thhu don nhtr'ng trAn don cuc kj, dd man
cira chung (cho ttri sau uiiv tdi v6n cdn ugac nhi€n khdng
hi6u soo & mQt crii dbn 16 nhrr vf,y ma c6c dsng cu tra
tdn ctra chfng dhy dfr hdt, co th6 n6i que ( tuom tdt >

nfra ld, khric) thi th5y chuug t6 vG tht cr nhu qu€n m{t
viQc ctAuh dip tOi ltrm thu vui thucng ngiy. ThXng
cchLia ngr.rc) ngbi bEt chin ldn ghd th& phi p5i, tai dEo
ra nhtr tai chudi, hai m[t luc nio cflng sung hnp hdp
hriy nhin tdi soi moi. Hai be ttriing khic clang ng6i 6m
mdi dua mQt thirng gao bucri luo.'rn rdc rdn trong d6 b6
ra. Tdi nh6ng ddm thi th{y d6 ld loai g4o do thudng
ngily chung dB dAnh cho suc vflt [n. Khi nhin thdy nhu
viy t6i khOng kh6i ha d4, nghi bung:<Dugc rbi, coi
suc tui bAy chiu dqng toi diu >. I(h0ng dqi thfing s chua

(1) Mdnh.
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Dliuc r chi nhu thuring nBAy, tOt ngbt ngay xudng cli
ghd trttdc m[t n6. ThXng < chira nguc ) thd chirn dA tdi
mOt cAi, n6i:

- Chir, hdrn nav c<li mAv ho'n hr] clft ha..

TOi ddp:

- ll{y ong khdng cdn diiuh ngutri ta hotri duoc diiu.
Th&ng < chua ngr.rc ) du'ng day di toi di lui:
- llnl' dung v6i mirng, ba thz'rng du kich khdng tlirntr

thdo cho mdy duo'c dAu.

- Ndu khdng, mf,y Ong cfing chf,ng cd ldng tdt mir
thfi r6i.

No culi rd l6n:

- Tao nhu dng l)ryi thi tao th& miry rbi... Ering 16 ra
thi phrii dem bXn mdy ngay ttr hic dhu.

N6 ngbi xudng nhin ch{m chHm vAo m[t tdi, hn thdp
giong:

- Hom nay tao khdng danh nrdy. Nhung miiy hiiy
nrii cho tao bi6ttui bny l'Ay ddn IA lnm cdi gi?

- Thi rbi 6ng khfic bidt.

- Cho tao chdt doi chring?

- Mdy 6ng thhy NI! cfia 6ng kh6ng b6 dng diru.

- Hay cdt rinh b[n tia ?

- Stng dan mdy 6ng thi6u gi, cu m{t ddi m[t nhau
lrr thua thdi.

NO h6t rnOt nftm gao vfii tung, ngfra rnEt cud'i khi
klri, n6i:

- Tao h6i choi miy rfly thdi, cho tao gia drri lirm
linh & nhting ciri dbn 16 rrhu vhy rbi. Tao rlSnh giirc tri
hiii mdy con b{r, tia(r) mAy ctng khdng bi6t hcrn tau
diru. Tu&ng gi chn cAi trr) vf,y dbn nAy... Yi6t llinh hbi
xrra dinh vita ghn hdt cae ilbn & dgc sOng Vdnr C6 niry

(r) na.
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cdn khdng gidt duqrc tao. FI6 itbn niy bi nhb iao chqry
sang dbn khdc... Eiy lh c6i d6n cudi ctng cira tao dAy...

- Dbn nAy bi nfrb thi 6ng di dAu?
-- Di rlAu?'frro & day sdng chdt vdi trri bfly thdi. Miy

phiri bidt, xua ruring ddt nhn tao cd bay th&ng c6nh,
ndi lua lip nha tao 116 cfing thiii hdt sdng VAm C5 niy.
Ya1' mA gitr dAy tao phf,i [n thu gflo cho gI [n nhu
vht'...

- CO khi nAo Ong ldm ra rlrro.'c bao nhi0u gao dd
chua md dng Lhan cho?

- Thdi miy dung l6n dibu d4y tao, nhoc con d. Su&ng
kh6 cho phAn minh, tao nguyQn phfii tr& lai ddi sdng
nhu xua, con kh0ng thi ch&ng tha 5n thu gao cho gd
dn va chdt tiOt 6' cAi dbn 16 nhu vhy. Mny ttt&ng tao sq
chdt h6.? Khdng, tao rnu6n s6ng l[ db duq'c thfiy ttli
bAy... ChA, nghi 6ng DiQm hbi xua cfing cdn d6", rd mAy
chdm di cting trryi hdt mi hhdng gidt dtrnc hdt tui bny...
. N6 lidc nhin tdi, rbi trAt cudi:

- Nhung hbi d6 miy con nh6 qu:i. Nghi gidng tui
hfiy ciing nhibu gdc 16 th{t, ciy qua bua lai mfly IuEt
md rbi ctng moc I6n xanh hdt. Nhu'ng hh6ng sao, cld
5n thua thi phiri cho tryi cirng...

N<li rbi no sai tdn linh df,n tdi vb giam lai, kh0ng cho
tOi ndi lo'i nao n&a. Tdi dung mf,t thIng Doi iv cfra, r:.o
nhin t6i d[m ctXm, nhdch urdp:

- g Hient
_ ci?
- I(hdng ngo' mang mAy gio dinh vAo cf,i dbn niy

rbi d6. Ebn niy c6 thdt thfr thi mAy cfing < ti6u >.

- Gib miry lai di Io cho tao hh Do'i?

- tI, gio'thi tao mudn miy sdng hoii thdi.
Rbi nO cncri kh6ng bi6t f gi, quay ngo5t b6 di.
D€m d6 tOi cu bbn chbn khong ngfi iluo.'c. Phong giam

ngOt ng+t, nong hdm hdp nhu rn0t cAi.lo. Rubi l*n bay
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lirr rAo qua cdc khe h& diu diiv lin cric vdt thtro'ng tdi.
Ti5ng k6ng linh gac di6m ciirn canh nhu kdo dii dOrn

ra. Tdi h6t nilrn toi ngbi, tay ludn lndn qunt rubi, l4i
thr)m dhu oc clng thr'rng vi cAu chuyQn trong ngdy kh ng
tli nAo chgp rnfit liiy durrc rndt phut. Cu6i cirng, t6i
ngbi xu6ng rnQt goc phong lirng nghe mgi tidng dr.,ng
bde ngoai, nghi nggi chrrydn nAy chuydn no di| quOn
co r clan, rir d6 clliu oc co rgidn ra duo'c chut nio khdng.

Jl6n ngoAi thft yOn tInh, chi c6 tidng giAy dinh trli
linh ghc nghi6u lao rao trdn s6i, ti6ng phao sAng thinh
ttro&ng nb < Ilqp > trin khdng, tfit cIL lfin trong ti6ng song
lur. song c6 ri rlo mudn thu6'. Nhung tdi l6ng nghe vd
tuii.ng tngilg trong ddrn tdi c6 hdng trlm hdng ngAn
buOc chdn dang kio di rhm riip... Kia anh SAu Thi6n
gulng mdt xanh xao, khln rXn qu3in c6, quhn xfn cao
dA lO hai chAn phdn dong vdng: - a T'Oi ngbi nhu vfly
suiit bao nhi6u n[m tr6n mQt chi6c t6... > Kia 6ng ngoai
t6i v0i stri dAy chHo nbu mQt con rhn lon qu{n trdn
cb : - < A ha, giut mQt cdi cho d[ tay di be con oi >.

KitL ba md tdi: - q Con oi, mdy kh6ng thf,y nggn ddn
d6 trucrc cfta do sao ? Nhd minh bAy gicr ld ViQt cQng... r
Vi kia, Th[m...

tlghi tcri 'fhXm, tdi L6ng nhd lai mQt chuydn tdi tu&ng
dd qudn lfrng tti' l6u rhi. H6m d6, nhu thn,o'ng IQ, sau
lirc thring Doi di can rfr{ rb, tr}i ch4ng rang tdi, t6i tu
Dan LA Tdi Tro'i birng dhrg di rb nht\. I\{A tdi di vEng,
ba tdi mQt ngri thidp di tri,n r/rn. ThHm ra 1,6' cri'a cho
tdi. \rtra nhin thdy tOi, gurrng m{t ThHm sltng bung l0n
ddrr n6i toi phii kinh rrgac. - < Anh irn com chtta?
Hdn nayanh 6'nhd chni lArr lAu mdt chrtt nghen? Hay
anlr 5n khoai ? An bdnh?.., > Th[m h6i han {iu tit lih6ng
Ab tOi kip tri ld'i. II{t Thftm cl6 birug, trcn rnh con dong
lai giot nuoc mht. Mai toc ThEm kh6ng bi6t sao cu.sb
tung khidn Th6rn phii dua tay boi lai mii. 1'6i ngbi
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xudng vdn yin tflng nhin Th[m tr1 dttng thfly thuong
Th{m qua ddi. 'frong ngdy c6 lE thing Dcri toi dAy
hoqnh hge, dga dim Thhm nhibu tlibu khidn Tirhm th{y
trii nhrtc, cd dcrn, gib g{p tdi, Th[m mtri mung r& qu6
nhu v{y. HOm d6, khAc voi mQi b&a, tdi chi ngbi ydn
nghe Th[m noi, vir nhfi'ng cAu chuyQn khOng ilhu khdng
clu0i tu drvi thutt ndo cfia IhSm lai khi6n t6i xfc tlQng
hon bao gio h6t. Cho t6'i hic ra di, tOi rJinh tim lo'i an
rii I'hirn cfing kh6ng rn& mi6ng riu-o'c...

I(6ng linh gric dI di6m ni'a dim rbi. Tdi cho.'p mht
dugc rnQi chrit, chgi ngtre mQt tidng .r xo&ng > r{t lon,
ti6p theo tidng vit gi ldn n{ng nb trdn mdi ng6i, rrrt
< phich > xn6ng sAn mQt c6ch hhring khi6p. T6i choAng
dfy chn5r ddn 6p tai vio c&a. Il6n ngoii, c[ bOt d{y l6n
nhu vd' chg: ddm linh l6n d4n sring rdm rtip chay rhm
rdp ngoAi sAn, tl6m v-o' linh hdu thit ldn goi nhau oi oi.
Sau mJt luc, ti6ng 6n Ao l[ng rlhn, ]ai nghe c6 tidr:g
kh6c. \ray lA co dua ch6t rbi ? Con ve' linh vua lih6c vna
l6i hdng xiu xtic nhfl'ng chuyin tt'rldi thu& nao ra chfri
rfra. Tdi con chua biCt gi thi mi)t luc sau c6 haitdnlinh
di ngang ct'a phong giam nrii chn5'Qn vo'i nhau:

- Ngbi giic ma hut thutic, tao d[ noi hoii.

- Nhung trri no bin clins gi6i thi0t, h[ rndy?

- Riii corl (( rung ) nhiEu nri'a, tao n6i r6i coi.
1\I0t chtt c6 dua thjr rr, dAi thu<rn thuqt:

- Vti.v la bat dilu rbi do, chl...
Tu'd6 to'i s6ng lOi hhdng ngu ducrc, cu c1i toi di lui.

I\I5i phut trdi qua nhu ddt chriy long t6i. Qua khe crla,
trbi dang rlng sang dhn. NIQI bhy chim gi bay ngang
qir.at canh nhu rE nuo'c. Thofing trong gio c<) ti6ng chim
hot nghe vui tuoi Cudi cirng, toi ngbi xudng dua lung
vAo bU tuo'ng. - ( PhAi, hOm nay lI ngiry bht dhu diry >,

t6i ndn long nghi blrng nhu vr.ry. VA nhu th6 dap kii tdi,
b6ng cd ti6ng mQt tdn linh kiu thit l0n:
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.- Trd'i cri, cdi gi vhy n0?'
'[irr l6i run lin. Toi chqy ra toi cita nhu cao xtj vio

vA r d6 tirn mgt kE h[r nhin ra ngoai. Sau titlug ll h6t
hohng cfra ten linh, cii dbrr chirng nhu kio hC;t ra do la
ldi chi tr6 vt! sq hiii l5rn. Drrong nhtr cr,r mr)t tai hga
daog lu lu tidn l,6i sfip < [rp, chrrp li[y thrJrng lny.

- Triri o'i, ttti nt\y d[' t'tirn thiQt.

- Nhn ld tu drrcri diit rnotr lCn viy.
- Trri no d6n htit Li cii xd nAv sao chcy?
Ii6r-rg thXng < chua ngr.lc ) re re :

- Phfri klriro tirirng Vidl c<)ng trn con nAi' coi, chtng
d1:ng cai rlui niry lin db lirm gi v{1'?

Ti6ng thing khdc, gigng co vG ranh ma l[m:

- I(tiho larn chi... TOi I16i Ong: bd1' gio' dom v0 x6nr
Orrg thdv gi kh0ng nd ?

- o...

- ... Nhtt li chung bit liiy rnft irng vfly thdi.

- d, hdnl
IlIQt chut, tidng tlxiug rr chuit nguc D chdp mi6ng:

- d, tlri nAy dfr' rlin ttriQt.
Tdi ddrn rio b6n vAch phong giarn. Tu'o'ng phia dtr0i

k n urit, chi co dhu trOn sirt mi ngoi co nhfi'ng l5 thOng
p )ong hinlr chrt thAp nho nh6 bii;' lAu lA ngd ra vO cira
n fiy ccn chim s6. Tuo'ng cao khoing hcrn hai s&i tay,
trcrn tu0t tr) trOn xu6ug tlu0i. Troug phong cflng khdng
c,) birrr ghd chi... Quiin ao tdi thi rAch toi tfr: c&... Mudn
k'o lin, chi co cich... Tdi thoAng r[rng minh khi nghi
trri cAch d6... Nhung chi rndt phut sau tdi tld b6t tay
vio vi6c ngay...

Bdn ngoiri, thXng Doi ra t6'i, no aubi trit tldm linh vi
vE linh tln ra hdt, du'ng lai bAn t{n vryi mdt th5ng linh
<< tay chAn > cria n6. N6 n6i gi tOi khOng nghe ducrc, chl
rghe ti6ng thIng linh trh lo'i tung chdp: - r<lVluu ma
chucrc qui d6 thidu uy o'i... Cd cach gl khOng d? Khdng,
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c6 cach gi diu, chi con chd chring tidn ddnh th0i... Tht
tOi de noi voi thi6u uy rbi mir, dAn xd niry toAn lh din
libu mgng, chuyQn gi mi chring khdng dAm lam >.

Hai hAm'ilng tdi chiy mAu cfr. Toi dtng rrlng cnp vio
tudng kho6t nhfrng 16 nh6 d6 c6 thb biun lco l6n. Dhu
tOi dau 0 hm. thinh tho6ng giat dau nhoi nhu shp qu{t
ngE tOi. Nhung nhtng gi dang drdn ra b0n ngoAi hic
d6 con qtt5i htrn sinh nr4ng tdi. Yt'a luc tdn linh n6i:
< LI; tui nAy dfi' d*n thiOt ), tdi df, bam leo ldn t0i 16

thdng pircng.
Toi kherng con tin & mflt minh nfi'a.
Trdn mgt bo ttdt ur&i d6p, btrn con lo{ng u&t, m$t

brlc vAch bing ln dua nudc dung l0n sung sirng, cao
qua dhu ngtto'i mQt chut, chqy luo'n lhinh hinh vdng
cung que nEm biy thfra ruQng. Ehu btr ln g6i vao khu
vud'n scu bot, du6i mdt hirt vAo bung l6n hu6'ng EAm
La tOl lr0r.

Nhirng tAu 16 cdn tuo'i x:rnh ph{t diu dAng dudi gi6.
MQt dAu chim bay d6n <If.ru tr0n ngon la li6u rdi rit, mb
tuo'p nhfr'ng so.'i nh6 rbi hdi hi bay di. Duti'i chAn ruQng
ldp xdp nlro'c, ci qu5-v rn6ng gcrn s6ng lln t[n. trIgt con
cd lQi lom khom, mir,.l idng lo/tng Anh miit troi nhu
mhu ba.c. Cinh coi binh ydn nhu ch&ng co viQc gl
riy ra...

Nhung ldng tOi lfc do thi nhu <Iang nbi song...

2

ChuyQn vAy -mQt cAi dbn & m$t x[ nh6 viro nhfrng
ndm do Ih chuyQn rflt thong thuo'n$, chEc cAc bqn ciing
dd tring tlugc chitng kidn. Nhung tOi ch&c kh6ng ai
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duo'c nhu tdi: nf,m troirg lr)nq thing gitic, rn6i con gi[1'
girra cfra n6 tdi diiu cfrm thdy, tdi co ciri thich thu cira
ngub'i di sdn nghe thdy con thir run lOn duoi lu&i dao
cfra minh.

I6i noi thdm mQt chut rb cai dbn. Suu ddm Dbng
kh&i, tr€n co' bhn, coi nhu ta de digt dno'c cAi clbn SAn
Ci, rbi. Tui linh phhn lri bin chit, phiiu bi bit, mgf sfr
kh Ac chay vuo't vb chg' huyQn, chg tinh. Sd sau,niy
thrdng khdng it, khi ciri rkir: noc lai, chung l.urr vE nhn
nrbi bu lqi mi6ng thit thui. G{p nhfl'ng truo'ng hgp nhu'
vOy, cAnh dbn thuo'ng rdt ptro'c t4p, thing tru&ng clbn
(vb sau nay thuo'ng thuo'ng ii nhrlng thiru.q si quan mdi
ra trubng) kh0ng lim sao < hi6u u nbi hdt dam linh
tr,)ng tay minh. Do d6, tI6 trAnh nhfi'ng truong hgp
< IihOng hay >, chung thrlo'ng ct6i tr:io linh gifi'a cAc dbn
tr rng hu.vQn, trong tinh. Di nhidn, du'ng vb mflt quAn
51,', nhu viy khdng cltrcrc tdt l$m, nhung tlo ln riidu ki6n
qlilu tidn d6 ng[n chin < nhfi'ng su giao hfio ki'6ng chn
thidt) giii'a tui linh vo'i bir con ndng clAn l.rong x[, diEu
mh chung rf;t so.'. Tuy viiy, do sn <nhe da> cfia tdn
trr6'ng dbn, cac quan chti'c 6'huyQn, tinh (ho[c c6 thb
do nhfi'ng gi khr{c n[ia), lin]r d6n nAo cfing c6 nh&ng
< nit r qrr-cn nrA bd con trong x[ di nganq phii chAo
h,ii. Nhfi'ng ( m[t r d6 thrro'ng gfly kho khln cho bir con
trong xi hhdng it, nhrrng cting la dhu rndi cho moi
qrran hQ (t6t ho{c xf;u) cira <lbn voi bdn ngoii. Ddi khi
c(r nguili di ngang dbn gilp mQt chnh thflt ddng tt'rc

crrdi ilIQt bn Ilo khOng bi6t tu dAu toi di x[m xIm vao
di)n, vi sau d6 khdng bidl bing cf,ch nio, bn'16i tuQt

tt &ng linh tr\ trong dbn ra, chiri rira rhm i6n: - < Xlirl'-

lAm cdi gi db ba con mfing m6 tao... Tdn com nu6i mAy
tdri nghn nay tubi dE dug'c mAy trl on uhu vfly d6 h&?
ThOi kh6ng c6 linh trang gi nta, trfrL sung vb nhA cfly
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I90"g... Du'ng lim xdu hb rong liuh Ong bir, cor cyi>"
VA vin vfin... Chuydn tidp theo di nhiOn 1\ kh6ng hay
gt c.ho c6i dbn tl6 rbi.

Tu h6m nhin th?[y bd ld, long tdi trin ng+p su: hung
plrdn, n6n mf,c dLI bi dinh dau, tdi r'6n db 1i theo ddi
moi vi6c x&y ra trong dbn, nhut lh tim coi co t6n lirih
n&o quen de dd la th€m tin tu'c bin ngoai. Do co sr
cht'r {, nhu .r'fy, rnQt }r6m tbi g{p dtrcrc Iinh IIao.

S-udt ttrUi gian t6i bi giam, ngoii Lhing Doi vA nhtng
thfrng dAnh tOi, tdi chi bi6t them thHng liuh dem co'rn
cho tdi thuong ngly. E6 ln mgt thing linir gi!r, mi-tt
xdm nhu vdch bdp, luc nio cfiug ququ deo (1) nhu dang
Si6n ai diEu gi. Bubi sing bubi chiE'a, sau hai hbi hdng
b{o gio' gi{c tfp tanh gi clra chung, cr]a xich m& vd n6
thd mflt vtro, khOng bao gi<r nhin tOi:

- .{n com, m:iy !

N6 dtta cho tdi dia co'm tlQn lAl thirc iin vr\ noi th6m,
lhn nAo cting vi-ry:

- Com linh dbn khdng cluo'c ngon, mey < thdng cfim > !

Sau d6 n6 thut ra ngoii khdp cfra dirng hul thudc,
chri' tdi [n xong tho tay vIo l{y dia ccrm dem di. Ttt
tlhu ddn cu6i, n6 kh6ng hb nhin t6i mQt cdi.

Heim d6, sau khi l"h[ng liirh khdp cira tliing ngoli
hut thudc, trong nAy tOi b6c ccrm [n nhu thud'ng l$
b6ng c6 ti6ng gidy tu ngoii tli vio. N'IQt t€n linh khhc
d6n ga chu5rdn tao lao vtvi tdn Iinh dem com.

-. ThXng ViQt c$ng trong d6 hA may?

- tI, cdi cfra no d6.

- Sao 6ng Doi khdng dem bfn quich di cho rbi r:i?

- Thi 6ng cflng tinh khdn dai gi d0, nhung bAy gib
thi ( 16' cb r rbi.

(1) Cdu kinh.
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-. 0i, c{i rlong tui no thi khdng ttnh gi duqc dAu-
Tac di trflm ncvi rbi, thdv rl:iu cfrng viry h6t, toiln ltr tui
cung dhu ci. Dtii vo'i tui n,i ttri chi c6... a-16 hdp I - vi
ti6p theo tidng v6 rAo bdnq sting dAnh a bdp >.

Eia ccrm mcri irn clucrc m61' midng, tdi buOng r<rt
< xcing > xudng ddt. Cira hd m6', tdn linh tlem coin
m[l da quatt ciuq qutur hon, thn dhu ti6n no n]rin tdi:

-- Cai gi virl'? [)lr\n nrAv chi co bao nhiclu do.

-- Da, tiri l& tlr'...
-. Tuy vdi chAn... Giir ntly tinh sati?
--Da...
Tdi ciri xu6ng luo'm tlil com lin vtr lhanh nhtr clro'p

durrg d{y ctrbm uguo'i to'i nhin ra ngoi\i. Linh FIqo
dar.g dung chdng sung nhin tdi dirm diuu.

loi thrrt tr6'vd libn, tim ddp thinh thinh. I3Cn ngoiri,
tidrrg ltnh FIao thi thio vbi tcln linh rlenr com: - < f,IAy
di l6y cho n6 dir corn khdc, tao gAc cho... TQi nghiQp,
cfir g li dAn ruQng ci r. Tdn linh dem ccvm n6i catr
nh:ru gi, nhttng rbi cfinq buoc di, ti6ng ginv kdr.r lOch
xQch ngoiri ht\nh lang.

'l'i6ng giay vrla mdt hirt, cira htt m6', linh tl+o hi0n
ra. Tdi khOng ngo linh Hao rnau gia r'fly', urirL ilh;, v6t nhirn,
m5l trfing siru, hai hc\n lihoe miOng trO xudng. Linh
Ha: nhin tdi, mirt nhu mo di:
' -- Bi drinh dfl'l&rn hri Hiin?

-- Thdi, h6i lAm chi.
-- C6 <dudi> lXm lihOng?
-- HA chdt thi thdi.
-- Tao bi dbi di khffp cir, ch1' ctrc hoiri moi xin tlttg'c

ve oay.
-- Anh rli linh hoAi hi?
-- tr, cnc khb ciing khi,lg it diu... Nghe tao dtrr nd

[firin...
--- Gib t6i chfrng cdn dug'c g{p ai dAu.
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- ... NIny de f clom theo tzo... co khi co chuyin gi...
Nghen?

C6 ti6ng giny cli t6i, linh Hao vr)i lihdp cfra, quay ra.
Cii'a rn&, tin lintr clcm ccrm tho dhu vlo, dia cJm trrjn
tay con bdc hoi:

- Nd {n di mav. I(idp trucrc mAy khio tu rno'i gip
<1ur.lc lao.

ts6n ngodi hinh nhu linh tl;ro con clirng lai mQt hic
nfra, c6 ti6ng gifm ch,in dubi nrbi r.i\ phun nuoc rnidng
ldo pheo. Tdi chm dia co'rn chi nhai ducrc m?iy mi6ng
rbi ngbi thu ngucri ra...

Nfra ddm hOm d6, du kich b[[ dhu Ldn c6ng.
Ean mut < mat l, ga-rdng nb cdi trdn mAi ngoi, chat

vAo vrich tucrng. Sung < ngua trb'i > n6 o phum > nhu gd
thtrng Lhi6c, mi6ng rot riro rio ngoAi sAn. 'fhinh thoirng
c6 nht'ng trAi lttu dan nb ng5t quIng, sau do bgn linh
Ia o rflt dfr, ti6p theo nhfi'ng dot nb rat nhtt vAy la
nhfrng phAL birn tia, tl+n xody vAo cai l6ng cu vA nhfrng
choi g6c. Tri lai, bgn linh nb xb ra tung trtrng ti6u li6n,
trung li6n, dan ro't l6m bdm ngoAi ruQng. [Iinh nhu c6
rnirt hic tui linh xdng ra ngodi pha m{t mQt khoing bcr

ld, sau do chtng rtt lrtv vd nghi ng6 vang rtn, nb xiL

sring rnQt cach lihoAi trir. Sudt dOrn kh6i sung t6a vtro
phong giam tdi nbng nf,c. M{t tnvi l6n d6 di ngoAi lihe
cria, ti6ng sring moi irn h&n. Du kich ltrng lE thu quAn
.v'b bdn kia bo l[. Drim linh tu ducri cr)ng su chui lCn
chfri thien chrli tlia 6m t6i.

- D. mg, danh gi{c gi nhu gi&n choi.

- XI{t hdt mdy con ?

- Co kip ngdic dhu l6n dAu.

- tI, nhu gi&n choi... mi chdt thiet.
Tdi vua trdn dhu tttbng tuQt xudng thi dung mflt thHng

Doi. N6 ttung tua ct1a hut thudc, nheo mQt m6t ngri lo
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dfu1; ch:rng quanh. Tdi ngbi xudng tru6c m[t n6, c6
thu ch5 quhn ao bi rrich. I\{Ot hbi n6 h6i tOi, vfin voi
con rnirt uhco nheo khinh thi nhu v{ry:

- Niirv bidt hdt chuydn rbi hir Hi0n?

- Nfdy mu6n noi gi thi n6i phut tli.
- Ddng 16 tao dem bfin miy tu liru rbi, nhung d[ l&

nu6i rniry tdir corn nhu virrr rbi thi cflng cu dE tldy coi
thti'. Nhung may n0n bidt li hic ndo tao cao hung thi
chi chn rndt phut...

-. l\{iy r1t'ug doa tao mEc c6ng, Do'i A.

rr-o th& Iih6i ltrudc l.hinh vdng trr)n, n6i lirng sang
chuyQn khdc:

-- Du kich trri mAy dung chi bry lzi qui kia dinh che
mEi tao, nhung tao dd pha tluq'c rnQt khohng rbi.

-- Tui miy cfing ( lat ) h6t mfiy dira.

-- Tao khdng noi chuyQn [n t]rua vbi mdy. Tao dom
que b0n kia bo'la qui 116 vri thfly chuyQn thdt tu'c cucri:
du kich tui miy chr'rirg lna hdt ci x[ ra d6, n0ng dAn,
trArr bd... c6 ci <irin bi con gai nfra...

-- CA x[ Nhon Hoa ai ciing clm thrl miy...

-- Ll, tao chdp hdt... Ci con Thhm cfia mdy nira...

-- I\IAy thf,y Th[m ngoii d6 ?

-- I(h0ng. Nlrung bidt dtiu... N6 thtr tao I6m mi.
l'o drlrng d+y cuo'i dtnh quay ra, nhulg kh6ng biCt

nglri sao du'ng xung lai:
-- N6 Li vo- may, hi lii€n?
-- Ai?
-- Con Thhm.

-- Mdy h6i chi r,{y?
1'h*ng Doi nhu bi sfc kh6i thudc, ho srl su, nhHn

mtt nhu bi:
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- H6i cho bidt... Xung d6i 15m. Tao bidt n6 hbi nh6
hic n6 cdn kgp t6c duOi gd tli bAn tritng vit ngang ttAy.
Tao diu ngcr l6n l6n n6 ngq yay. Nhung dan ba con gdi
thdi ndo ciing vfy, I{i0u d...

- Th0i di mAy!

- ... Ddn bi con g6i thbi ndo ciing vfly. I\{ny cutvi n6
c6 sEm nbi cho no cAi quhn bfn kh6ng, h&?

N6 vut cu<vi lcrn bA di ra. Chut sau, co tdn linh vio
cong chAn tdi lai.

Su6t ngiy hdm d6 du kich chi b[n tia. Ngoni nhtng
thfrng linh bi b[n lQn cb tu trdn c lbng cu > xu6ng, cdn
c6 thdng di quo ciri bi bhn la < oii > sau hd, thXng di ra
chu ao bi bhn lgn cb xudng nudc. Xd chibu, c6 thing
di nh&n nho trurvc sf,n thd nio bi bEn bay cAi n6n ti
chdt gidc, con vq,linh gi{t minh khoc rd l6n. Sau d6
dam linh ngoii choi gAc cuoi rQ, mQt thXng n6i:- c Ct
cdi ki6u ndy hoii thi kh6ng bao lAu n6 < hop hbn >(1)

tui minh hdt ).
ChiEu d6n, trli m6t m6 dhn, nhung ruQt gan t6i thi

n6ng nhu l&a d6t. Tdi mudn duqc lirm mQt cAi gl trong
hic niy, Iim thd ndo d6 c6 clm gi6c ln dang ctrng chi6n
dfiu voi dbng dQi t6i. Cudi ctng, mQt J nght l6e l6n
trong dhu tdi: Vuqt nguc I Th&t khdng co gi libu linh
vA dai dQt hnn. Nhung hic do tdi quydt tAm vtr tin
tu6'ng mQt cAch qu6 qu[t, chua chi tdi de ndn nao,
tu6ng nhu shp duo.'c ra ngoAi cirng chi6n dfiu vcri dQi
du kich. B&a com chibu h0m do tOi nhin phhn nuoc,
chd t6i ddn rlem clb vio mQt g6c phong. Trcri sup t6i,
ph6t sung tfln cdng dhu ti6n cfia du kich vtia n6, t6i
bht tay vdo dAo ngay. Chi mQt phut sau, cAc dhu ng6n
1ay cfra tOi ruo'm mAu hdt. Tuy v0y, tOi vAn c6n rdng dAo

(t1 cwtp i.d.t nbn
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mii mi6t khdng h& mQt ptrrht, cldt dun l0n, t<)i chn thtn
rli dbu trdn nbn cln phong, ngn chit xudng.

Siudt ba ngriy, du kich tfin cdng rAo riCt, tdi tliro duqc
m(rt 16 sflu khdng to'i gdi.

SAng hdrn sau do tdi Ieo l€n dhu tuong v{t vA htrrr
nroi ngtry vi chAn bi cdng. Nhung khi tdi uoi, tdi.suit
k(:u l6n vi nrung r8: mIy c16m qua du kich dfr d:'ro
clridn hao vAy lfiy bdt. Ba duu'ng chidn liao nhtr ba sqi
drty tu sau bty lA t6a ra Lhdnh ba mti, mdt rIAm thftng
viro ld cdt chinh, hai boc vong hai bOn, dhu d[ ghn
crtam to'i vdug riro ngoAi. Edt rlun ldn d6 tii m{t rut)ng.
Bb 16 di b; phn sqp phhn nhibu, trdng ra co thi! ti){},
k,Ang thoaing bong du kich ch4y lom khorn hdn do,
nOng dtn < cQ > r'crm (I) bir ch[t thdnh hAng dai trdn hir
r rQng dA dd dan. Tr€n mQt go mfi cfl, kh6ng hi6u sro
c5 mQt cai 6o toi dung r1ung, rl4n xuy0n thirng 16 ch5
ci. Xa tit vE phia bdn tr{i di6n ra mQt cinh rdt < hoa
t inh > : trdn mQt thrla ruQng lua chin vttng thdp thoting
r hfi'ng chidc n6n 16 tr6ng vd sau d6 xudt hiQn nliri'ng
[6lira tr0n bcr ruQng. nl{t tr6'i ldn cao t6a Anh nEng

E &y g[t, m{f ruQng bdc hoi ntrcrc trdng xa nhu' dang h6c
[.]roi. Sudt ngdy hdm dO tdi bdm ri6t dhu tutrng kh0ng
rnndn roi cdnh dbng tnroc m{t, cho ddn luc trtri sup
t6i m6i chiu tuQt xudng.

(t1 frdi rom bilng xe quQt,
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T6i trla xu6ng kh6i dlu tuo'ng chua kip giiiu vd vui
sunng tren mf,t thi cfra m6', thIng < chua ngrtc > hiQn
ra. No nhin tdi m6i nhu db lfra :

- Mdy dAq*cii 16 ducrc hao sAn rbi h& thfing 6n con
kia? Ldp lqi=ngay khdng tao veit cb may bAy gio!

Rbi n6 dong shm cira, b6 di.
TOi chdn nfrn ngbi phich xudng, khong bubn xua rubi

d{u dhy trdn cac vdt ttruong.
Chi ehut sau, sriug bftt dhu n0. Nghe tidng sirng, tdi

bj6t libn, k€u l€n mt'ug r5': q Hdm nay minh < tlirtr tui
n6 diy >. Ilai tidng bQc phd nb < hm> theo nhu dB drip
lbi tdi. Eo ln loai bQc pha du kich dung rkrn bhy 116

drlnh b{t vdo, nhrr ki6u 6ng cha ta b6n dan ria doi
xua. MQt triri nb ngay trdn ntic ld-cdt chinh, trei thir hai
r6't vio gi&a sAn, Iltri cdt bay rdt rio rlo tr6u mdi ngoi. CAy
cQt cb kOu < ric rflc r rbi ngfr. << rdp > trdn sAn, E:im linh
chay db xd ra cdc c0ng sq, chien hiro, u sung, kd'.r ttrit
inh 6i. Stng ddi bOn b6t dhu nb gion gid. Ean trri linh
nb vdi ngoAi ruQng. f)an du kich nb vii vao mr-"rt l0 cdt,
q s[ng, ghim < chit chit n vio vach tuong phong giarn
tdi. Nhfrng hQp lon sfia bo ghn trdn rAo kEm gai cflng
bi trfrng d+n rdt kdu < long cong > trdn m{t sAn. E[ b6t
dhu c6 tidng lnu tlan nB bung duoi chidn hAo, xo/ry
vAo cdc p sung, chEc li nhb mfiy clttdng chidn hiro cira
du kich mdi dtro duo-c. Dam vg con linh thuc di,ry hdt,
tlirm ttm nhau chun xudng cOng su', cdi vii 6m t6i.
tllQt trai bQc phA rrrt gifi'a siu khi6n chring im b[t.

TOi dom r&o quanh phong chcrt chu f toi cai cira sb
phia sau. Cfra khoa kin mit co chdn song sr'rt phia
trong, khdng bi6l sao lAu riii tdi khdng nhil thdy. Tdi
budc toi lay thft cdc ch{n song sfit th?iy*"cirng chitc
nhu trtr chunnduc. Nhung tidng sung cAng hic cdng nb
r0 khidn tdi khdng con lu&ng h.r chi nii'a: tdi c&i pheng
[o ra cgt hai chdn song ghn nhau, dtrng tay quay xiit.
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lai. T6i ph)n ydu sri'c, phhn qufnh quAng n€n chra
chi dd th& hbng h0c, ltri thdrn chitic dro muc nAi cu rr{ch
toang toac duoi tay tdi. Ghn su6l trdn danh, Iui ch[n
sor g s6t trong tay t6i vAn khdng cong di rlugc bao nhi6u.

Ii6n ngoAi, du liich xung phong m5y luo[ nhttng dbu
bj rui linh denh bAt tr6'ra. Chung qui quydt kh6ng nb
surrg phung phi nria, gtri lrrcri lira chd' lfc du kich xudt
c0rrg mcri clanh tri lai quydt liQt. Tran dinh dii vlo thd
kdo dai, dai dr'ug. BCn kia bo'lA c6 ti6ng du kicir, nOng
dd r kdu goi nhau vr6 n6ng ruQt, sau d6 co tidng n6 khi
d6, gdthtng thidc h6 tro nfi'a. I\{Qt vni trAi c6i cria trri
linh nb tung ngoii do, ti6ng kdu im di mOt chut rbi
lai ddy l6n cing inir 6i hcyn trudc. I\{[t tdi nong ldu
nhu nguo'i binh. Tdi lco clung tu6t trdn thanh cfra sD

dtng s[tc nfng ci ngtrtri mir [ri, kdo. Qua khe cfra, trd'i
bdnngoAidaug sangdhn. I'Ci n6ng ruQt nghibung: <Troi
sd rg rbi, ph&i d{nh voi trri no ban ngAy thi thAt lA
nguy). Yd d6c toAn lr.rc, tdi quay xi6t lhn cudi ctng...

Ngoni hAuh lang co tidng giey gd g?ip rut, rbi c&a
xi,:h m&, thXng Dcri hi6n ra. Kh0ng nhin t6i, n6 b&o
td r linh di theo sau:

- VO m6'cong cho n6.
'fdn linli ch4y ton vio rn& cong cho tci, rbi trOi tOi

iqi bing m<)t soi driy nh6 va chic.

- Di ra ! - Thing Doi qudt tOi, miit d6 nghu cuo'rg
qrry6t.

- I\Iny dinh ldm gi vfly Doi ?

-Ei!Tdi dung dfy lru6'c ra ngoiri hanh lang.

- Ei rIAu nfi'a cIAy?

- Di l6n < lbng cu >.

Tdi chqt hiSu ra quay l4i nhin n6, cudi lat:
- A rniry mu6n lffy thAn tao che dan cho mily ht Doi?

- Ei l6nt
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- iViy crrirr thu:l di thOi, rlung lAm cdi trO h€tl
hqr ru\-v.

_- Tuo bi6r di tdnl
Tdi bu-v-; Ien truoc, chch no ba n{c thang. Phia sau,

tiing ir6 qu'rv lqi bfur tCn linh rnoi chay t6i: < - Dna
ti&n liOt ch:r tao. Duo'i c[r theo Lao chi md derh,
nghen?>. Tdn linh u'A gi d6 trong ltic thfing f)oi drra
stirs tirfrc v.ic J-rdng t6i bio di ldn nfra. Chung tOi ttd
lOt duq.: .rir,r chu [hrug riii. Truuc rnit tOi khung cinh
tr{r chida mi} ra thiit tung bt'ng. Tlong mQt vtng kh6i
sirng, k roi r'ian vA uiii rnir mit, tr6n nbn ddt d6 di ttr
dut-r'i chitjn hiro rnci dtn l0n, du kich minh trhn, {uhn
cut stit hang, khin rln cQt dhu, tlan c$t thAnh tung
dny dni mang chdo rnQt l.rdn vai, Igu dgn, thri ph6o giEt
d}y h0ng, sirng sat nich chay Ltri chay lui vun vrlt.
Thinh tho6ng, mQt ugrtri lao dung dirng lOn bd rho,
tidp theo li ru$t trrli luu d+n hof,c thri phAo nb tung,
b6ng ngucri clo mdt hui trong vung kh6i bUi mtr mlt. Bcr

la dA bi p.ra sfp hhu hit, < chidn luydn r chi cdn l+i
nhfi'ng diy rom b6 dlt dii theo bd' rugng, mQt niia
nhfi'ng b6 rcym do cfing dd bi chily lam nhann. Tr*u tli
ttong xoin lli lucrt kio ra. Nh,]ng con trAu bqng chng
phbng v[t.i tcri noi lA nXm phqc sJ.t. x;.r6ng b6n kia ddng
rom bo, chi con nirin thf,y thiip thoing nhirng cAi lung
rQng phd loAng uot va c:1p siurg con; vtit duug dua gua
lai. ThCm rnOt cl$y rom bo nfra rnoc lOn sAt duong chi6n
hiro, cAch vong rAo khdng iro'n siri try. 'fro'i dd slng rd,
du kich chi con b$rrn l{y nhirng 1u;,; trAu, b- rom tI6
mtr danh. I{,ii rniri du kich hai J-ld r hii, ngo' thoc vd duqrc
tcri sAn, ruo"t itti lilh cirtly long voirg lio:-rg cic cluo.:g
chi6n hio. Mfii gi['a cflng dan6 nb sung quy6t iiQt vto
s sirng l0 c6t chinh. Nhu'ng tt} hic thing Dcri I€n tdi
< lbng cu > tinh thd dA dbi kh{c.
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'fu trdn cao dom xudns thIv hdt chd 1'6u ch6 nrirnh
c&r ta, thing Dcri vira dl..'tdi cli ldn, lhinh thoing 16
ch''a xu6ng mQt loat tie"u Iiin, r[ra qurit thjro, chi dLlo',r-g
di nro'c btr<yc cho rtfnl [inir danh tri lai. 'lirco linh
thiing Do'i, & mrit gi[a, tui liuh chty du liich xap le-i chc
c0 rg su bOn trong chi nb chm chirirg, sau lo+t [i6u lit)n
crirthXng Dcyi mcri nb tri lrli 11u5-dt lidt. Du liich bi
xr3ng lqi. Thing Do'i duo'c nu'r)'c <:iurg la thdt di0n cubng:

- DAnh tdp tr& ra, trli briv !

'foi de bi thXng Doi thuc lin ludt tr'€n. Phit duo'i,
kh6i bay mir mit, t6i khOng uhin Ihili'chi r'6 r'Ang n&a.

- E[nh dbu tui no ra ngoii ! - I-iriing l)cri thdt lc\n
mrit ti6ng choi tai, nb ticrp lhco nrr)t lout ti6u lic\n nt'a.

IOi khOng kbm ducrc ciing lltrdt rnidng Ia lcrn:

- Xung phong v6 anh ern oi !

fhXng Dcri diOn tidt quay lai diip lcrne sirng lin tlhu
t6: mQt cai nhu tro'i giaug. TOi t6i tlm hdt mf,t mtry,
guc xu6ng lan can < lbng cu ) ng{t di mOt gidy. Sau d6
tdi c6 guqng lrli <Iuqc, virng viy ch6ng trir vcri ccvn rn6
dang dbn tcvi nhu kdo tdi xu6ng mQt cAi hd siu thiim.
CtL6i cung tdi m& mht ra dugc, bdng thdy thing Doi
mit mily tai mit d;rng cd vgt tdi l'a, buon leo l0n, tay
chfln run Ihy bhy nhu con thu bi thucrng. N6 vuqt qua
t0 , dung x6ng lung xi6t mQt hoi hdt mQt bdng ti6u lidn
rbi chi tay la, gigng thdt thanh:

- Con kh6n nan!... Con di ch6!... Trri biy...
MQt phnt sung nb, thr'rng Doi gtlc xudng, ngo6o dhu

m9t b6n vai tdi. NI6t dong mdu ri ra & kh6e rnidng chfiy
dii ru6ng tay 6o, nh6 giot ldn brlng slrng. Tdi theo tay
thXng Do'i kh0ng thdy co gi ci, chi th{y o chAu c:iu
thang hinh nhu co mQt nguo'i linh dang qu,inh qu{ng
bii ch+y vb phia sau. Chuit bidt co chuyQn gi, nhu'ng
theo bin ndng, tdi nhanh nhu cho'p rlua tay xdc ldy rAc
tlXlg Dcri thdt lon xudng phia duoi:
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- Ehu hnng di anh em binh si, thXng Doi tlfr ch0t...
CAnh tay t6i ctrcrt nong nhu lira t16t. MQt viOn dan

xuydn qua birp tav, nrdu [n6n uo't dAm m$t bin irdng.
Tdi budng xdc. thting f)oi ra, rbi khdng kdni rlrro'-', toi
citng xac thXrrg Drri lln rhnr xu6,rg nrfi ngoi...

... Tdi tinh dav th{r' tinh Hqro clang diu tdi tli. Trtin
ddnh vin cdn rlaug di6n ra 6c lii,t. Dan nb nhu biip
rang, ci dbn SAn Co bidn thinh mQt vung khoi brri
miu xanr. Tirflr, tdi rtr& nrr'rt, linh F-uo rQi noi:

- Co ai h6i, rnr\1' noi chinh miy birn chdt thring Dr-'i
nghen Hi0n !

- Lric nfly anh bhn n6 d6 hi ?

Linh Hao. khdng tr& lrri tdi, rnirt dirrn dirm nhr.r dang
bfn suy nghi rIiFLr gi. Tdi h6i nfra:

- Anh con tinh tr& lai rl6n nila A?

Linh Hao vArr lim thinh, Hai chung tdi bd di dn6'i mQt
dutrng chidn hiro d[ cfi, b0n trdn c6 dng phfi kin. Bdng
chung tdi cham phii mQt vat gi nhcrp nhua du<ri chin: do
li xAc mQt thflng linh ngqy. Linh Hao cAu nhiu noi: -
< Thing niro chiu kho ra tdi ngoii niy chdt vhy nd r, vtr
cui xu6ng l6t m{t no l6n xem. Tdi bflt kdu l6n: - Thing
< chta ngqc !> Linh Hao vQi dua tay bit mi6ng t6i lai,
cui xu6ng hfri(1) vdt thuong gifi'a ngqc n6, thi thio:

- Nbng n{c miri thu6c sung ! N6 tu tr}.
- Thnng niy ngoan cd lfm mi !

- D. N6 khong mudn ai thf,y n6 chdt. Thdi cfing
ducre.

Xdc th*ng < chua ngrrc ) nXm clrft ci dtro'ng chidn
hio, chung toi phii kdo qu8ng n6 ra rgoiri db laiv rlu'<;'ng

di. Ducrng chidn hdo dAn toi mQt khu vuon ho:rng cAcb

(1) Ng&L
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ilt;n khoing hai trlm tlnr6c, linh H+o drin t6i nXm tl6
ctd, r'iii bo tr'& lai. Tdi klong ngo' liln d,i tdi nhin thf;y
arh lhn cudi ctrr-rg. Lrt sarr do, trong lrjrc liur nhiQm vq
thLr hai, anh iri rnQt ir.1n I'uh tr:ng th2ir', nb mdt ph6t
sf ng viro lu.ug.

T6i nirn 6' hhu vrro'l cl,i Lhdng bao idu thi tr0n dhnh
k€t thric. lli\t lo,rt birc piei nb <hm) dii' d0i, dfit rung
rinh t,ri ctr6 tci ,rirn, tidp ttreo d4n nh6 nb nhu b6 r0
cdi mA aid, r'iii mdr" cudn i.h6i ilen b6c l6a t6'i mAy xanh,
ngou liia phitt lOn Anh dir ra ngodi m{t ruQng.

Nguo'i ddn d6n t0i lA bic N[m Ngqi. ViQc clhu ti0n
bdc bAo cho tdi bidt chu;r€n linh Hao di hy sinh nhu
thd nAo:

-... Tao vudt rnirt n6 rbi, no cdn rdn m& m[t chi
ttrS giiiu rrir;,. - tlJrc liii, noi dtri dong th€m nhfrng
chuyen gl nii r, rbi lilit lu{rn: - Cdi thXug thiel cdt lil
ddn rudng, rn.{y a I

Idi khdng con dir suc di bucrc nio nff'a, b{c Ndm
N5;qi phii ciing t6i. Tie(ng srlng rlii im hiin, chi con nghe
ti€ng lfra chdy phring phrl'c, tidng cAy cdi, gr3.ch ng6i gdy
dB rdm r6p. Du kich, n6nl; dirn ki.u goi nhau cri 6i ngoii
dBng xa.

M{t troi di du'ng trdn dinh dhu, niiiig <ii} sao trOng
ra crinh dbng chi tirdy l6'trr chdp mQt ni:)n i.ri.,cchiri m[t.
Cdnh dbnri bdi l:dn viri:g vd d}.,r, chi cr)n :&i rric mOt
vtri du kich, n0rq clin;ic stirg ,.Tln. riii quAn tlun€i,
chGn loi pli,i,r ih,n lf;i chay r-E x6m. Il/'c Nfun Ngo.'i
c6og tt)i cli li6 i-r,ryi):r iiti,-r,r hdt chny.ir^i i',u'- tri'i chuyQn
kl ,ir, i6i thilr-:r th:':ip kliOi:iI nghc gi nii'"r" l)619 t0! ngtre
b;lc goi toj tJn anh l-lt F)ii'.yc...

-- - Cl'i gi, hh birc N[i,r?

- Thi'ing 3a Etrdc hy sinh rbi.

- Th0i b{c dE tOi nHm xu6ng dAy di, tdi mQt I[m.
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TOi ngbi xudng mQt bd' du'a. Phrit chdc, hinh &nh anh
Ba Ducrc hitn ra choan chit c& tAm hbn tdi. - ( E,
khr)ng gid'n A nohen. Qua cdn vq con phiii nuOi..., Trr
rlung nurrc rnfrt tdi triro ra... h,

-- Con gi nff'a klidng, b{c N5m? - Tii hiii nhtr
r t.gran dor.

- I)Au con gi, nrir5l...

-'IrAn nAy ba con d[ tidp tay voi du kich ntribu
lfun hi"r ?

- Nhibu.
Il6n cauh phrr nir cfrng c6 ngudi cli nira phii

kh rinl ]
- He ai rl:inh gilc dtro'c Lhi di.

- Cori 'fhfirn nhA tdi hdm nav cfing co ra bir lir
hir lrac ?

- 
'l'ao cti thiy ddu. Nghe ndi no binh, & nhir nri, ?

Vril,' thi thting Drri, cAi -t{rirng dn dich d6, no dd tiriii' tri ?
Dhu oc cring thltng vi bao nhi€u chuyQn dbn dr1p, Loi

nlirr xudng, dl,r gtii l6n c{i mo nang dua, ngtr 161ilp di...
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VII

TI]AN GAI

Tut khdng sao noi I6n hdt ducrc cinr gi{c sung
suong cira tdi khi duqc tr& vb voi nh&ng ngtroi thdn
ydu, tr& rE trong long quc lrttrrng, ling xom. Bao nliidu
n6ay tr6i qua tOi vi.rn con ngqr'p trong nhfrng Anh ruit,
nt fi'ng uu cuo'i, rhfrng kli sdn don h6i han vbn vf,.
Trong ca.c cAu chLryQn, cic bA rnA thucrng n6i vcri
ntau: - ( TOi nghiOp, no chiu cuc khb cho cii xd do r.
Cdc 6ng lio thi hi6u ld tinh thtrong mQt cach kh:ic: -<\'{y ln dii ndrn miri tir dAy rbi d6 hA Hi6n? Cuc rnQt
chfit nhtrng d6 kiChr vc.r miy a >. Cdc 6ng n6m l?i1' vai
t6i cucri noi, giong dic\u nhu gi&n chcri v{y, n}rung
nhtng ngon tay cir li6t viro vai t6i dau nhoi. Cac cdgtii,
ca,: chi phrr nfr gflp tOi ngohi bo ruQng, trdn ducrng lang
chi khE mim cud'i dung ndp qua mQt b€n khdng noi gt
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c&, nhung trong cAi nhln kin d6o vir trong s{ng cfia h9.
tdi dgc thdy bao ldi thlm h6i, ch[m soc, triu mdn,
diu ding.

Lirm idi hdn rOn, \ruong viu nhrjrt lfr ddm con nlt.
Sudt ngiv chirng b6m theo t6i, rinh r$p moi cri chi, ldi
n6i c&a tdi. Luc nio t6i cfing co th6 nhin thfiy sau
nhfr'ng bui chudi, gdc dua nhirng c{p mht den trdn thao
l:io nhin l6n t6i:

- Anh Hi6n?
_ ci?

- Anh liep cb thing Doi nhu th6 nio ?

- Nhtt vfy nt\.
Tdi khuj'nh mQt tay, tay kia qudt sau lung, trqa mit,

udn mdo midng, viy lA chung cutvi r0 l6n thich th{r.
Lring xom tu do nhu n6' hoa trong long tdi.
Nhung ch&ng bao ldu long tdi dau nhuc tr& lai. Tdi

116' vE xI, chua kip thHm lr6i hdt bi con trong xE thl
mdt bubi sAng, mQt doan xe nhi binh rhm rfp chay ddn,
db xudng trdn nbn SAn Co cil nAo vdi cdt, xi-mflng, cdn
pi?ch r.Li, dAy kEm gai, bao ro'm, hao cat dtr cA. Chtng
xAy lni cdi clbn SAn Co ! Mfiy hdm san lai co thdm mqt
dai doi linh N{i ddn dong kd do h6 tro' cho viQc xAy cdt,
tru s6'lA nhi thHng cai tbng I(idt xua kia. HEng ngety,
trong luc dam linh nguy bi clhu vb viQc xAy c{t, drirn
ttm vq con rI6n clng tlng 6' chung quanh dbn thi dAm
linh Mf chi co [n udng nhdu nhgt, ra tEm trubng ngoii
mdy ao giri'a tlbng rtli kio vAo rlhu xom don dudng chgc
gheocongaidi cffy hay dilirndbng vb. Saucongdi khOng
dAm di ra dbng nta thi chung di ltrng bir, trAu bO xE
thit [n. Ebng tft d6 v5ng trAu bo, chi thfly toin liuh My.
M$t lhn, mdt ti6u dQi linh IVI! u6ng ruqu say libu tlnh
di thgc vio x6m tl6n tl6p bE mdy cdi lu htro'ng & dtnh
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6n,; 116, c6'i ao c6'i hi,r4 dan ru'o't llht gh vit rnOt hbi
kh,ing drrrv-'., lhi[j,' nhir lra [I,i Tihu 6'dhu :ril co qnay
eaiL thrr vunc clri,: <i6 tui',.g itn du'o'c, h6i m'.ra. B4n vti
bi lu iiirir ehin iirinir, clrlir..1 clray bir i',o, b6 biurg dan,
Irh rng quirv cau ihi mai:,; rI tr,'r lnri. Chuy'Qn do clam
Iiu r rigui' chuybn kt clro nhau ugbe rnilt cdch thich
thi, sau <io con r,.ri tlaiu ion clti ch[rirq ali h{i lo+i trd-t
dai nhtt crrt qua hintr bat... cl.'nr tidn [r'ai N{9 gat b{in}
c6t AO ciroi vui ld'i iihau choi. i)drn linh rtguv rlur:g
trorg I{tc cu'c bri tiiirr, tlrii'' rlrirn linh }Ii nh&nnho nhrr
vqil dirm ghdt viy tiioi.

(liri bc,L xAy tir.r'rr'c tirrrn l6 {ili c:i chilic xe c gidp> ttr
trC r cho' huyen ].ron bo'.r chav ri) d{irr nhe nhirnq truo'c
sAn dbn Srin Co, ch6 giin ri.l-r' cot co'. -[tt [i'c\n xe bu6'c
xutng lnot si rluan i.liru uo rieo hrri suo mai, lubi coi
eor nh6 mir rli tlrt'ng i'a clribu be rg. No ddu S[p tdrt
trurrg si chi huy vi6c xirl' ciit, nriOng phi phco riiStt
thu 5c:

-- Thtra truns si, cai b6t xAy chu'ng bao liu ntia
m& xong.

-- A, con lAu.
TOn trirng si dang hdn ho hdt, r'r\ khi quav lai, n6

gi{t th6t:
-. Chdt, thua tlung uy... Oh[c c[ing con honthang ii&a.

- Sao Inu vii,'/
- Da, cfing tinh lam cho ki€n cd mQt chut.

- Trung si tinh chi co nrinh tlung si & tr.0n ddt rtdy
i?l)dm nAo tsi Vi0t cdrng no cfirrg mdi mii l.du soirn
soal trong kia, trnno sT l<hr)ng ci-riu lih6 lfing ngtrc.

T,in trung si crliri qii lri i

- Da, thi cilnri tinh c6 nrdl, 6119 l{} hcn ki.,...

- I!{y A? -'fc\n si quar b6ng ri6 qu4u - l(6 cha
rniiy thiing Mi, minh hly lo m?iy phfln minh...
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'fcn si qLran bung tiln thnSc thlnh rn.)t hinh r-ong
cung riri ha thfip gic.rng:

- Tom lqri, i;hii xAy c6i bot cho xong troog tu.in ii,-
trung si i.

Tdn si quan qufly tr& ra l6n xe ru mAy chay di, pliut
i<hfri vao rn+t t6n trung sI. Chidc xe th[ng < kdt r irudc
nghia rtia xfly tlong khu Nhir Ngoi. N6 lqi x'.tdng xe,
Iruoc toi rrrQt ng0i mA tldt dhp con moi, d[r,rg nhir: urr'rt
hdi riii phun (< phgt > nudc mi'dng, noi:

-- Db ngu. Tao kh6e me\y nhung tao phi nhb lcln xhc
tnr\5-. Larn thXng linh mA tlii chdt ti rnr)t con dirn bd
ninr vfry, th{t la nhtrc do Doi A.

Noi riii n6 dap griy tflm rnQ bia, lOn xe rir di rn2[t.
'l-uhn l0 sau, cAi dtln xiv xong, ngut)i ta thliy tOn si

tlrrln tl6 tr6' lai, dem theo ng6t mQt irung ddi linh nd'a,
dicir thtn lam <tbn tlu&ng dbn Srin Co ,]6. Ildng ngi\.\',
lgoAi viQc di li6n hQ ldy lQ vo'i rtai dQi [{"i, dong 6'bii
e6 Sin Co, n6 chi chuy€n lo trip tAnh linh tralg, t,fing
cti cd:rg sr,r, hhm hiro chung quanh dbn. Su6t thd'i gian
tliri nir khi)rrg d;in linh rli ct\n ]16 chi, cling khdng brit bc,
d:iirh drip hof,c lim Jih6 iAm d6 ai. Ddn hfn rndl. phat
s[ng, diinir mdt li6ng tr6ng ti6ng md ciing lihdng tlrily
cr-r. ligu'o'i xd Nho'n Iloa khong bi6t th0m gi vb tOn si
qran dr-r, ngoai c6i tdn la Trinh V[n Nhi6u, anh rugt
th:ing l)oi, co,.r trai lon cai tbng l(idi.

l,{hung ngutr'i xi Nhcrn H<)a khong viQc chi phiii sa
no. Thring gif,c nao cfing dirnh, no c6 tr6 m-di ctri thi
ctng ra mQt thirng tic 6n ma thdi. Rd con cu nglii vdy
mi lo xdy dung x[ chidncldu, dao th0m hhrn chOnq, lrd

dinh. Du kich thi ngiry ddm lo hqe tap chinh tri, quan
sg, bd tri canh girc chn mdt hcvn truoc. Tdt c& chi cho
n6 b6 voi ra mA dAnh thdi.
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tr[tra rnr.ra dn dut tu liu. NI[t rudng khd n6. tua
thieh con g[i, trb dong <lr)ng, rn bdng rbi ngim sfra.
Trt'i x rnh va cao, n[ng vt\ng khd iiip l6nh. Tldn rn{t
sdng rach, ao hb, sirng chiDu ptrir m9t lan hoi nu6'c mb
md' nltu hoi suong. Chirn drr ba1' rb dh1'tro'i, tlio liQng
trdn mf,t ltia xanh ro'n. Chirn trao Lrio ltav di [n tung
drir, krng ving nhu to, chim dong dr-rc tung d6i hdi hA

tha rtrm vb xAy 6, kdu ritt rit tr0n nhfi'ng ngQn dua cao.
.Gic clbng thbi mdt m6, vtrong dlil'nhfr'ng scri tcr tring,
gqnr nhg song lua, khua lao xao nhfr'ng tiu dua, vA lim
kh(, rn{ru nhfi'ng mrii toc circ ct) gtri di tirm som ngoAi
song VArn C6.

ItQt bu6i slrng, rnQi ngntri cho't nghc tidng tu hu kdu
trdrr nggn cla cao truoc sAn dinh dng 116. Tdt ddn noi
rbi I Cac co ghi dang soi bong :tudng rnft sdng gCr toc
riu rit li$ir goi nirau: < Tdt niun nay d[r'a nr\o dir tu6\ ai
tong tluiiu nd ? IIay chi gi6i & nha th6u lihXn t{ng
r n;;triri ta >... Qui <ri! > Il6i c6c cd chal' dubi nhau, ctto'i
lanlr liinh, tiiing cuo'i gton tun lan niranh trong lin
khong khi ban mai tho'm mui b0ug cau vd bdng ldi.

(1uii thft, I'dt d6n noi rbi. 'l'r{l & xd toi khong co
bdiLg rlio, bdng huQ, bdng lan, br)ng cuc. Cflng hhr)ng co
bdr g I rv-don, bong ti-gon nhtr & xorn Nha Ngoi l<ia.
Tdl A xii toi chi co nhibir bdng rnli rna tht-ri. Nhti'n1;
ciil,ntai dir mdc nlro, xu xi, mtra muu llt xdp lai tlirn-3
lAn trorrg caic brli rAm, cac g6c vuo'n, bir mtro'r-rg, lihdne
ai tthirr thdr'. ltbi chring nrng lh di hbi nAo cirng kherng
ai lray. IhAn cA,v chi con tro lai nhfi'ng cirnh xuong
xhr", kh&ng lihiu, chirn chtic khdng bubn ddn rl4u, gi6
cfirg kh0ng bubn reo vui trdn do. Nhibu ngiry nhu vay
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trdi qua, cAy mai nhu ngurri co chuv€n chi phii sdng
caur tAm,. nliln nhuc. V+y rhi chi qua mQt vai ddm gi6
lanh, q'.ra ha bdn bfi'a c6 chim tu hu k6u, nhirng cAy

mai bdng n& bong tuug hrrlg, l6n lnh vAng ruc r& tti
dhu x6m t6'i cudi x6m. Gi<i thbi nhirng canh bong rung
rinh, rtrt rung dhy trdn m{t tliit, trdi dai thco circ
muolrq rach, ao hb. Chim vanq anh, chiur trao triLo
bay vb d&u ria l0ng, chim l'rirt mAt liiu hot liu Io, chim
chia vdi nhfiy chuvEn dung dua chi6c ldng dudi dii cri
di6m trfng. Ci nh&ng con chim siru nh6 nhu hQt mit
xam mriu dfit cirng ba5, nhll' tunq tlng ducri g6c mai,
hai rn6t nhtr hai hQt sucrng nh6liip lanh Anh nfng ban
mai. Vud'n tug'c, cA1, cdi, rluong lAng, mai ld, cAy ro'm
dbu duo'm mau vAng. "trId1'tro'i cirng vdng anh, in mAu
xanh mAu x6m, ruQng 165' chuy6n sang miu vAng tuo'i
ho'n ho'n. Long nguo'i nhu cfing theo do mi rQn ring,
vui tuo'i, mudn tim giip nhau db tay b[t m[t mung, thb
l0 v<vi nhau bao diEu vui sucrng hA h0 biiy ldu con gif;u
kin trong long.

Long tOi luc d6 cfing viy. Nghe tidng chim tu hu k€u
nOn nir, nhin xudng cdnh bdng mai rtri liip lrinh trong
nHng, tdi nhfi'ng mudn dttcrc bidn thanh cunh chirn bav
vrit dio li6ng khirp mgi nhi g{p rlrrcrc hrdt moi nguo'i d6
tro chuydn, thflm h6i, ctng gi[i bny ]rao chuvdn.

Nltu do/rn ducrc tSrn trgng tdi lfc t1tl, sAng so'm ngdy
ba mucri T6t, anh dQi tru&ng tim g{p tdi:

- I{6m nay cfu Hi6n vE thdm nha rli. Cho t6i g6'i loi
thlm chri thidm BAy, voi cO Thim...

TOi rnung nhu m& co trong bun€i, nhung ciinq con
lim bQ n6i:

- Cdn viQc canh gdc ? Anh em ai cfing du'o'c vb thlm
nhtr nhu t6i cho?
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:1:rir li,)i tm,j'nq cu'd'i, xoAl' ngr.rdi tdi ra hu'ong cbng
v6 < illlp l vAcl djt Loi, n,.ti:

- [Iu IiSn cho I'ranh niin mA. Di di!
'l'oi r,irc srin1.1 di rnll l'ri rltrcrng, theo con rluirng tirt

biur1l r15ne vb nhi.
i} toi rli d '' 1,.'i.r n.5nr3 hrir l.ubi hop cudi nirrn. llii t<^>i

chtliLt nbi banh f -ii(1) sau ithA. l'him ra rn& cii'u cho ttij.
'I'hr'trr b;.irr c[i lro nrri'i nuic cii'khdng tlhm nliin ii'n tdi,
mtit cri' d6 frnq l0n. Hbi liiu 'fh[m nr6'i c t]rcn n6i:

- Cirtr tl:itirn Iliv trilno rnh dir 16rrr. Anh vb t[-,;utr,

rrlrir rlu'i.r'c nrfy rrgirv?
T,)i drip;
-- flf,1' ngiy TCrl don vi crinu phhi canli pht)nrg ciin

rrrat iror-r Ir'rt/,c, toi ghe tlul Ih5m nlra rnOt chirt riii r]i tirCri.
ll'i tt)i tu sirrr nhi\ hLt<'rt. trri ngirc tdi n<ti r'{5,, r'r)i n6i:
- Con lih.)n.4 6' cho'i voinrri dtro'chdt miiy ugny Td[

sao, IJii'n? L' thfii rlon vi clto vlr chung nt'ro thi vb
chii rg $-r', chuy0n lirng nu,oc phiri tlin chuyOn nhI cri'a.

Ilhi rni tdi chi'l'him ctr.r'i, noi:
-- IIi tnav cho no cai rio mo'i nrir n6 co d:ltn bOn driu.

N6 roi: <Con lihdng quen,..). 't$i nghidp, cuc thdt(z)
rbi laln lirc su'ring sfin,1 khr)ng chiu duqlc. I\Ia mcri n6i
vo'i no: - <Con gtiil6n rbi ciing phhi sfra srng mr)t chrit
ch(v con bin vd di liii t-.hirt anh FIi0n con vb. hai anh
enr li ra nghia trang < diiy mir > cho thidm Ut >. lld ndi
vi),n6 rntii chiu biin, nhttrg cfrng con m5.ccii'trdn lidt
dn'6i bdp. Gity con vb m(ri la rni'i' cfra do...

'f rfim gi2in mrlt slu lurg rnA tdi, ctrryi khfrc khich. Mri
tr)i rluriy lai rh1,;

- Cu',.ri hoai ndn ru6t chdt a con. T'h6i di rc sau coi
tlon l;tinh lit i'riro chin vryt cho thHng Hi6n [n thfr.

Q) Bdnh thang tdg.
(:': cqe.
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ThXm cti mQt cinit tr& lai chrn ihco hai don bAnh tdt
cdn 16 nudc, hdc hcyi nghi ngtt. [Ia tdi n6i:

- Con ( tit ) banh cli ThHm, thAo ddy cQt do ra mA < tdtr.
Thfnr ldm theo lcri ma t6i, tay ldm coi nh{m l9(r),

khdo ldo. Chhc ld bf,y lAu 6'nha rnd tdi d4y hiro Th6rn
nhibu diEulhm. ThEmc6nmQtdhu so'idftv ri\omi6ng, mQt
dhu qLr{n vong quanh don biruh d[ thao Ia, clng so.'i

dAy xi6[ lai. Chi mQt loung, hai dir trirng chi dr\ng vdo
nhri'ng ngny gi5 t6t ctra nhri tdi 06 dhy nhiing khoanh
bAnh mAu xanh di6rn mQt mirjug nhdn chudi d6 th6m
chinh gifr'a. I\'IA tr)i bung mQt dia cI6 tOn ban thr)', mQt
dia dB l4i churrg tdi cting [n. Tdi vir Th[rn rin ngon lirnh.
Me tOi chm hhornh bfnh trdn tay n6i huyin thi6n
nhfi'ng chuyOn xua cfr, chuyQn niro c[ng gcr. i ddn nhfrng
'c&nh cuc kh6 nh&ng nhm trudc kia. Tdi vil Thfun cu
nhin nhau cird'i. N{Qt hbi suc nh6, mA tdi kdu l6n:

- ThOi tlua rili, thXngHi6nvo'i con Ti-rXm di ranghia
trang k6o tdi. Nho g&i lni m{ vai thi6m Ut...

Tdi vric sirng di trtr6'c, Thftnl xr{ch gi6 tTu:ng nhang
ddn, gifiy < vAng bac r di sau. Hai bOn duo'ng bOng mai
nir vAng. NEng trai I5p kinh trdn mAi nhA, nggn cAyr
ch6i sang tr'6n dc\ng kinh ch&y l'frng lcr. Nhfi'ng muo'ng
dira nucyc ldn dhy, bdng luc binh nJ tim khE rung rinh
theo song nudc. Con dtrd'ng ling sau nlifi'rrg ngAy mu'a
dhm n6i crit vr\ng rnin mAng, hai bdn c6 chi moc xanh
mu6't, di\v nhu mQt t?[m thirn. NI0t con ga trdng tu trong
vud'n nhtr bur'yc ra drng quat cenh ciit ti6nq ghy, mru
l0ng d6 ruc nhu lfr.r chay. Co miri chi6n xio't'rorn thorn
tu trong cac nhl bay ra, mti la n?iu, mii bQt, lAn voi
mtri ngri ngrii cira phdn trAu bd. I(h6i dAu trEng trdn
cdc mAi nhr\.

(il Nhanh nhen,
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T16 con bdn quhn 6o mdi chay tdi lui l[ng xlng, chun
qua l4i hing rAo nhu nh&ng con ch6 con. MQt dua nhtn
thdy chung tti v5 tay la i - (( A, a... > rbi nim cho chirng
tdi inQt nhanh b6ng mai. Ngoai xa, dong s6ng Yam C6

choi chang anh nfng nhtr mQt tiim h1a, gg'n song nh&

nhu nhitng con ritn bac nhfry mfa tung tlng. I3en kia
s6ng, ven iu ar.u ntr<.r'c xanh thAm khoi bay t6a lirr liur
v<ri nhfi'ng clhm mdry tr5ng. Co tidng chiry nhir ai quit
banti irhbng hay gid birng, nhip chil,' rQn ri rung ldn
trong lan khdng lihi khO vir nhg.

Ldng r-ui tuoi, chung tdi noi chul'Qn r-o'i nhan. 'lldi chi
hing d*a b6n dLrirng, n6i:

- Hbi nh6 m6i lhn di ngang dd-v tdi cir trr6'ng nhu
nhfi'og hirng dtr'.r niry clang dung nghiOm chao toi.

Thirn noi:

- Con em trr)ng nhfi'ng cfly cau ni\y nhu nhfr'ng ngtro'i
dirn ba du'ng xda t6c viiy. Em sg lini !

- Hbi nh6 I'hhm hay scr dri thiu.

- Cfrng Lqi em & mQt minh vo'i mA em, nghe ma ern
kb'toirn cliuyin bubn... 0i, coi cAv nrai trb br)ng dcp
khdng ne ?

- lhi tr'6 bOng thi dgp hon tdt ca.

- Ngucri ta noi ciy mai cfing co hbn nhu nguoi, phii
khdng anh?

- Ai noi?

- IIe em n6i.

- ChuyQn di ttoan.

- Em cfing kh6ng tin... Nhung ma em sq...
Chung t6i di ngang bui mir u, noi khi xua tdi de bfit

troi, danh Th5m. Thim cud'i, chi tay n6i:

- Anh nhcr cAy mir u ndy khdng ?

- Nho - Tdi cuo'i ddp.

- HOrn d6 em tfii then l[rn... Nghi c<i irc cho em kh0ng:'
luc anh di tldnh lQn, em & nhi lo ciro anh.
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Ebi Thurn nl,in tdi tinh rrghich h6i:
- ,\tth llicn, ernh co-u dturh etrt nfl'a khOng?

- litit)irg, loi...

- -\,rrh dung rung a t6i > voi cm nti'a, minh ld du kich
rbi mr\.

U. anh...

-. Ar',h r1i du kic:h rbi nay mai anh co di b0 dQi khdng ?

-. Co cho !

-' t)i xa, anh co nho xd nhn kh6ng?

- c6.

-- Cd nhcr em ktrOng?

-. I(hdng.

-.Em cfing khdng chn.

Bdng chdc Th[m tr& ndn li6n thoflng, nhi nhlnh,
khtng con Li cd Th[^n nhu mi, it n6i nhu xua nria.
Thi m li6c nhin tdi, Anh nr6t dunq dua, mi0ng he rn&
a6 tO nai him r5.ng trilng mudt. MQt nfra m6i tde dii
cfra ThSm xd:r ra 1;hin t;iiirc ngq'c, chiy 6ng 6 treu nBn
vfii chiSc io tr5ng mrri co rli6rn nhfrng chidc b6ng miu
tim nh6 xiu. 'I'hirn cu'iri lihalh klracir, chay vrrt l6n phia
truic, drtng ki6ng chAn bdn mQt bo riio bd rnQt chidc
bdr g trang vo thoa l6n mh, noi:

-- Idbi nh6 em hay choi cAi tro ndy... Em gii. lim
con ghi...

-- Thi phli v{y chu sao?

-- Nhung mi. em cu' phii luc drtc ir phia sau... Con
gAi thi chi c6 6' phia sru tlrdi. trIt[y anh cti < c1j:nh giirc >

tui eru ph&i & nhi n{u corrr. Ei mhn dbngil), trri c.m cling
nf,u com. Cho toi di [n ciip dr'ra 6' xour Nhi Ng6i, tlri
em clii]g c]:i tluqc c6... nd,: corn!

(t) Ldm rdQng.
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TOi chqc ThEm:

- Y+y chcr lam sao -bdy gio? ThEm c6 phfii Ii con
trai dAu ?

- Con gai thi tld lAm sao cho? Eey nd, anh thfrtlua
vdi em coi.

- Eua gi?

- Chay... Iu rIAy to'i nghla trang.

- TIli cir thir coi... n[Ot, hai... ba.
Ytit rndt ciii, ch[rng t6i de tcri nghia tlang. \gt i"

trang x[ tni khOng bidt c6 tu bao cilri rbi. Yong rio lti
nhring hdng tlta cro ngft, thAn cAy niu s6m, trOng I6n
nhfr'ng tiu lA l5n tIn nhu cham trri mAy trd'i. Nhfrng
cAy cau da tr[r-,g m6c, tr6i chin d6 quanh n5m ro't rung
dhy ducri m{t cidt. 1\{0t con dttdng let de chay th&ng
tu ngoai ngd vao gifr'a nghia tr-ang, hai bdn n& dhy
bdns Lratg, bdng van tho. MQt cdy gt'a(rl lcrn & g6c b0n
trdi, tang rgng sum sue, 16 phu rcrt nh6u ldng thdng
khi6n cAnh nghia trang cing th€m vd uy nghi0m trhrn
lf,ng. Gi&a nghia trang, nhfrng ngdi m& nim thiuh
tung d[y thting tXp, bia phhn nhibu dE cfr, mrlc ndt,
llhdng con d<2c duoc chfr 6hi trdn 116 n&a. Tu iiu, trong
tri tu6'ng tuo'ng non not cfia tdi, nh&ng tdm bia d6
mang nhibu danh tilnh (2) khAc nhau, tdm uAo cfing clhy
v6 thhn ky, bi mit. M6i lhn di ngang, toi dEu co cAm
gi6c rd'n ron. Ti6ng gio th6i hu hu tr6n nggn cla cao,
tidng c6n trung ni non, nhfi'ng triu dti'a quat lilt phdt
dtro'i gio d6i roi toi diu c6 vd kh6c thuo'ng, khdnil phiri
li nhfrng hliua dQrg cire nh&ng vdt vd tri. D,ii khi, vao
nhfr'ng c16m khuya thanh v[ng, tdi nhtr con nghc co
ti6ng ai kh6c trong d6. Nhung hOm nay trong r4iy
xudn tung b&ng, trong luc long dang rQn rd bao ni6m

(1) Cdg si.
Q) T'An hP.
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vrri (vt co ld lhn dhu tiOn t6i dcn tlil'ban ngav chirng?),
tii nirin nghia trang khdng co cim giac bu6n rd'n lgn
nlru trtto'c n&a. 'I'r'hi l4i, nhfi'ng cd5, nrui tu trong circ
brri r{m vu'on cirnh ra tr6 bOng virng rrc r'5',gnhff'ng

- .r1, 
^ciLy r'[t s&a,'Lo mdi lA rnuot rro't nhu rlug'c titm trdt

sau mdt co'n nlu'rl, nhfi'ng thirnr c6 may gio thili liit
ph[t, sutrng rldm dong chidu anh nirng liip kinh, nht-rng
clridc lA khd ldn tron k€u lao xao tr€n rnlt s6i rbi niurr
nrlp lqi mOt bdn nh&ng ng6i mi, tdt ca dEu trdns tuoi
t5n vd lui mit. r

Vrla tcri nrri, 'fhEm dd chay di rii tung b6 gifiv < virng
birc> trdn kh[p cric ngOi mI. (]i6 thbi nhfrng tir gi3i1,

ulribu nrau bay lop chdp nhu nhf,'ng canh butyn. liti
do,'l'him di e[nr diiu nh&ng nim uhang du'oi nhimg
tflm rn6 bia. Edn mQt ngdi mir cli, bia tlfr muc nat kh6ng
cirn nhin ra d{u vt{t gi, ThHm qu} sr.rp xudng lhrn lhhnr
kh{n vAi, v6 rn[t trang nghiOm, thanh khhn. Tdi noi:

- tI& ri vty?

- Kh6ng bi6t.

- Thhm khdn gi vay?

- Em kh?[n: cHuong hbn ai c6 linh thiing thi vE
5rr Tdt vbi chungt{.i>.

'firhm ddt them mQt nfm nhanq nfra rbi cho-t ngbi
tl:ii ra, ndt mit d5,m chidu tu Iu. 'l'fri vQi kio try Th[m:

- t)i lai mi thidm Ut, Th6rn ri t

- Th6i.

- Sr.o vty?
- IIi em glp em chi bubn th0rn mir thdi.
Th[m lt1c ti'ong gi6 xac]r ra mdt con dao chm [0ir

nrlim nghia, l<hd ihc' dAi. D6 lz\ con dao cira thidm Ut
Tirr\ tdi rltra lai Thhm ddm Ebng l(h6'i, tOi tQi can'l'iriinr:

- Thdi,'I'hin ir. r,!

- ... Em con gifr con dao cira mA c-nr tt.iy. -'l'iriim
n ii khdng nhin tdi, rn6t long lanh - II6i xua rn6i lIn
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llinh nim xudng, m:i ern cu nhin em kh6c hoai. NIA em
bi<jt minh khCrng s6ng nbi, lo cho em rbi ddy phli s6ng
c6i cut. VA5r mn em crfc diu chua thd1,, chi thdy mi
cin cu'c cho to'i lirc chdt rni thOi...

IIai giot ntr6'c rnft tu tir l6n trr)n ma Th[m. Vi dQt
nhi6n Thfirn quay l4i nfrn ldy tay tdi, vd th&ng thdt:

-- Em thuong ma em l[m... Nhung mA em ch&ng
chiu & lai s6ng voi cm... Gitl cm chilng cdn ai thAn
lhu6c nfr'a, chi con gia dinl-r chu thi#rn B&y... v6i anh...
Anh c6 di dAu, ltrm gi... cfrng dting quC'n em.

Thhm guc dhu vAo vai tdi khdc nu'c nir. Nh&ng g:ot
nunc m[1. ThEm rot nong b6ng xu6ng vai t6i khi6n tdi
kh6ng con ndi gi duo-c n&a...

... Dqc dudng tr6'vE Thhm khdng noi gi vtvi tdi ci,
chi ndp sht vAo ngtrd'i tOi nhin ddm dlm vb phia truo'c,
ndt m{t tr& Iai nghi0m nghi nhu lfc dhu. M{t troi dii
sttp xudng kh6i ngon cAy, suong mu rlAng ldn mdt lo'1,

m6ng ngodi ruQng. Cric bdp nhtr dbu dong khoi, v&ng
ra tidng khua dQng cfra nbi ni6tr, dao thot. I{Qt con ch6
bi danh kdu < &ng > chav tudn ra duong chot nhin thfiy
chung t0i, sria vang lCn. II0iy dria con nit nup trong bui
nhdy mft vdi tdi: - ( Anh Hi6n >, nhung rbi nhin ihdy
Th[m,'chung l&ng di. Trii voi rnoi lhn, thdy cinh vf,y
ThSm chi bfim tay t6i mirn cur.r'i.

Chung t6i de toi trtrcrc cbng nhd. Troi dd tdi h&n rbi,
ddm t6i co v6 tinh mich la thuo'ng. ThEm du'ng lni nhin
t6i mQt lirc rbi thhm thi:

- N"y rnai c6 r&nh anh ghd qua nhA... Ao quiin anh
co r:ich kh0ng?

l)uo'i tt\ng cdy vri s*a, 16 khua ldo xdo nhu co ai r,tn,
chrhng tOi bin rin chia tay nhatt...

Sau dcr 'Ihirm m6' c6ng di vAo trong uht\, vira di r ita
nat ch6, gisng trong v6t, lanh l6nh. I6i di vong I'iI s:ru

vuur nhly qua mfly muong dua, b5,ng dbng cli vb don ri.
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DQi du kicrlr danq tLl hgp Lili nhi\ nn,i B& Dtro'c chtrhn
br dt'ln giao tl.rrra. 'l'r'r n'liry anh lliL Euo'c hv sinir, ntoi
sirth horlL cfra gia dinh nA1'hhu nhu khong co gi thar'
di)i. Su6t nsAv ddnr t'iic b[;p ld viLn d6 lira, titing lrtia
diLp clran clrat lIn vo'i tiC.ng liLr ctriry phung phttc golt
plrhn khdng it vao hoal dong nhQn ntrip cfra xonr. (Yicc
rOn bAv gi(r do ciic tho'plrrr ciia au]r [Ja f)uoc lrtro'c l<it
di rn nhi0n) Ohi lJa Duix: miit r'fin t1ir frnq cli tli r-ti vI,
tit thn nuOi bhy cron tAru dira. Ngoii rr d<i cting la tlitt
dibrn hop thu'tng kj' ciiu tltli du liicir, khdng sot nrt)l-

bt bi nio. Arrh cm rltr kicir cli rldn ddng dii, sring dung
dt'a r/rch, ngbi thr\nh yong [r'on ngoAi sin hirt thu6c
pl i phir, Chtt1,$n v[n lAo xao. O m6t goc stin co rngt cAv
m ri tinq rdng, ban dclnr lrdng nhirng cillrlt br)ng rtlttr
chuy6n sang mdn tr'5ng. (ii(r th6i, nhfr'ng cJinh hong
ur,ri li-r'p cho'p nhu nhinrg chnh buom. Chi llrt Diroc
bu'ng ra rnQt dia bdnh ich, noi:

- Tdt nr"rm rra)' tinh liinh ddng tdi lihdng qudt b:inh
phbngtr) dtto'c. Nhung tOi co n?iu chd sOi utrcrc, chit{
nfia mfly anh 5n tlon giao thua. llfly anh co chu ti6l
din khOng?

-vIQl" anh noi dira:
.- 'Irri tOi chn Lranh, lihOng chn dcn. \Iht tui tdi nhu

nri t chirn cri co th6 nhin ra to'i dhn thXng Nhi6u, chi
d*ng Io.

,[nh Shu 'Ihidn to'i tlern theo crii la-dd trirng-xi-to cfi,
no d6 chut nfi'a nghc Bac I{b chirc Tdt. Anh ntii voi
chi lla Dttti'c:

(1) Mil th* banh nhu bdnh ita bdng ggo ndp ud ng1t.
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- Chi thi lirc n)o cfing rlQng voi tinh. Tui t6i nilrn
niro ngbi tlonq dhm lA con gt)i banh tit duoc.

(lhi lla l)rrdc cutri, noi:
-- Tr,i tldn ba con gii bi sao liip cac anh. Hbi anh

ilt Duoc cdn sdng, irnh cil rhi'tdi ho.ii: - < IIri biiy
trd khirng tidn b0 chirt nr\o hdt, cri' ngire stng nb lt\
t'un ldn nhu thin lin rtirt dudi, sao lihtrr3 chiu hoc ttip
chi crn c:ic n61'1 nguoi ta tly khdng ld1' lr6t ). l'6i <Iip : -
o [", td; ciing biit tdi d& ndn teri nroi rhn nudi con rliu
rio cho rling hodng 116 nrin[ rlnh rang di tl6nh gi[c>.

Anh Slu 'l'Litn s6i n6i, nhtr phin ltua vtri rnei ngti'iri:

- L:, chul'On d6 thi ldi plrqc chi thiet. Nhe lr) r'r'r
\ii]', nhung d6n rcn cdi dao cho bdp nhr\ chi cfing
khdng d6rn rnuqn anh Ra Euoc. Nu6i bhy con tam rlt'tr
nlur ciri, k)i on con ho'n mubi nfun ngbi trong rtlim llr
rlo chi Ila i.

Ti6p lhco rn6i ngur)'i mQt ciru, chuydu mtra rn:ing l6n
rcri chuydn tiAnh gi{c, chuyQn xua lAn vo'i chuyin nay
bn iro khdng drJrt. 'ftong luc nh&ng cfnh b6ng mai r6't
l& tti, vucrng clhy trdn toc, trdn vai 6.o rnoi ngrroi, rfic
xudrq mf,t sin ldm tt6m trfing. ]Iuo'i gi], rbi mucri ntr)t

1;io'... Diing sau nhPr, mdy con trAu cu' gifm chtirr th&
phi phi. Dita con l<yn chi Ba Ducrc ddt ttrern mdv con
crii nfr'a 6'clrubng trAu, kh6i t6a mt rnit bdc lt\n miri
tho'rn" cfia ro'nr mcri. Anh S[u Thiin co tay coi dbng hb,
nit mit bdng nghidrn nghi n6i:

- 'fhdi, l"o'i giao tht'a r6i. Phhn blnh dbng chi nio
chua [n rIAy ?

Anh lhong thi dtrng ddy cni lai nut {o 6'cb rDi ngbi
xudng r-o'i tav vf,n la-dd, chi lung rQng che ch rl6t vtrng
saug. C6 tid;rg pirao nb rtin trong mAy cung lric -.'<vi ct;n
gi6 thbi to'i, nhii'ng cinh be ng mai rqng la ta. Chi Ila
Duo'c bung thau banh trdi nu6'c ra drlng tai h5p hri-rr

mht nhin mgi ngud'i. Anh em du kich im l{ng, ctri c<i
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dt?a con lcvrr chi Ba Errryc tlang quo con cti vt vtr chc.rt

q'.rilng vf,.i ch4y vui vao trong nha r6i ril kio datn em
chung ra. Ti6ng phao kdo d:\i t6'i m3[y phfit rbi dut h&n.
Moi nguo'i nhu nin th6'. V&ng xa yong lai tiing gio khua
ri rao trin hgon tlu'a, tidng s6nq v6 oc ach ngoiri bd
s6ng Virm C6 lAn vui ti6ng phao glur lii'o dii nlnr tieing
s{m. Tam dira con cira chi [Ja Euo'c kdo ra dftng gilng
thinh hang ugang clu'6'i g6c mai, rniit clri'a nito ilua niiv
lem lu6c btin ddt, quhn rio rach toi tA. dua nh6 nhu't
con tho lo miri xunh. Cirnh vdn lring khiiin ctrirng scr
hii, im thinh thich. Anh Sir-r Thicn mirn crrcri du ydm
nhin dirm [16, dua tay 96'mQt c/rnh Itong mai trOn t6c.
NI6t anh du kich sita di sita lai mdi ciri quli sring.
frong lAn khdng khi vdn tinh, trong vht, thoaug tho&ng
mtri thom bdng mai yi rom moi, bdng yang I6n giong n6i
troirg vi iim. -- < tsAc Hb ! ) Dam tr6 v6 tay rt'o lOn nhung
anh SAu 'Ihi6n gian dfr qufic m5t nhin chring khidn chring
hohng sq, im b{t. Il[c I{6 dang chirc 'Itjt dbng bdu, c]ri6n
si. BAc noi vb nh[ing thing lcri vua qua, rb nhfi'ng kh6
khdn slp t<yi. Anh Sira Thidn nhu hdi h{n clutr tay 6rn
du'a con nh6 cfia chi Ba Duo'c vao long. Khdng bidt tu
ltc nao, co mdt giot nurrc mht dgng trdn mi'rnht anh.
I(ia, B[c Hb daug n6i vE mibn Narn:

r... Con diing bao miEn Nam bdy ldu dang chiu nhibu
kh6 lihirn, gian lih6... >

Chi lle Duryc hdng mio xQch rniQng, qir.ay di. 'f6i cfrng
nghe cal' xe 6' m[t. Anh Sau Thidn 6rn xidt dua nh6
vr\o long, lrai lai anh run l6n khe kliG...

I35ng phia sau c6 b6ng ugucri dang xrn rin di tdi.
Ilac NInr Ngcri lung tring ciren den bin anh Sau Thi6n
I<b tai n.ii thi thhm gi rbi ngbi xudng mOt bin, rlua mEt
nhin chung quanh nhu tim ki6rn ai. Anh Sh'.t Thi6n
lrrrOnrg ,1ri'a nh6 dung dfly dua mht nhin quanh rbi dung
lrti rl'lrri:
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-- Tui thflng Nhi6u cho linh bidt kich vio b5t cO
Thftrn dein cti r6i !

-'6i nghc nhu sdt d{nh ir,ln lui, vsl dti'n.q dtiy. Anh Sd-.r

Thi6n vQi q.rXc mfit nhin tr)i: nl]inh linh. Di dirn iroAi,
sa(, kh6ng nhcr v{ry?> irrh init all}r nlru uru6n noi vo'i
tOi nhu vi1'. Tdri l&o diio ngbi xu6ng, tim run l6n tung
corr nhlr c6 ngen gi6 lanh thbi ltriin trong do. Dhu oc
tdi qual' cu6ng, nhiu dtiu c[inr1 tirdv c(r rndng suong mrlr
phii truo'c rniit. < Bbng b.io mibn Nam con chiu nhiEu
kh5 kh[n, gian khi]...> Pniri rbi, Bhc oil... Thfim oi!...
Tdi up m{t vAo hai bAn [av, nuo'c m5t chiry trao ra qua
kE tav...

t.lo bdn l-av dfit ldn vai tr)i. I]ac Nirm Ngoi ddn b6n tOi
h6i nifo, dang ciri sdt khuOn rnf,t den drla cfra bic vlo
tdj, thi thtro:

- Kh0ng sao dAu mir)'... I3A.v gio' cdr phii nhu hili
xu'a ddu...

- Nhung Th[m co dao lrons nguili, v{y Iir nguy
rbi... - 'l'6i duryc dip ndc lin.

- Vay cfrng kh6ng sao hdt, miv tin tao di... 'l'6 cha
n(, chcr! Con Thim c6 tidm tui n6 chdt mQt viri thHng
di nfra, rbi thi sao ?... Du kicir minh sC dAp ch6t be hdL

tui n6 chrv sao?
Bdc N[m NgOi noi nhu rfy, vt'a noi vua. chfii khong

dfu ra dAu c&, nhung cfing khidn tdi nguOi duoc
plrhn ndo.

Anh Sdtr Thi6n v{n tEt ra-d6 dlrng l6n noi, qiong anlr
vi ng vang trong d0m khtrya tinh mich:

- CAc dbng chi thirr mdn, BAc Hb vt'a chirc Tit dbng
biro chidn si ta. Bic cilnq c6 khen ngcri vr cln dqin dbng
brto chidu si miiin Nam ta nhiEu r1iEu. Slurg nlm tr:t-r'i

ciLc tl6ng chi c6 gEng theo loi B[c clay, ifp cOng nhibu
h,In nta... X[ ta tuy nli6, doi ta tuy it ngud'i, nliung
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ndu ta rlanh kbm duqc trri dbn Sfln Cd thi cfing g6p'
du-o'c phhn vio vi€c tl{nh du6i thf,ng M}...

Tdi d6 anh chgt nghgn ngang. Ltc sau, anh rnoi c6
ghng noi tiep duo.'c:

- fui thXng Nhi6u b[t dhu ngo ngoe tbi dti. Thdi ta
cfing < vio cdng viqc > di.

Anh bung mQt chdn che xdi nudc l6n [n, khen ngon,
hdi anh em cung [n, rbi dung day kdo anh Tu
Nghidu - d(,i trubng tldi du kich - ra mQt g6c bdn ridc.
Chi Ba Euryc bucyc lai bdn trii dinh tim lcvi an fri. Nhung
nhin tdi mQt hbi chtra noi duo-c gi chi dd mdu mio
mu6n kh6c, khidn toi ph&i an fii lai chi: - < Ihoi, chi
Ba A. C6 gi rIAu. Thi cfrng vfru crli lro cfr cira tui n6 thdi
mh >. ThXng con l<vn chi lla Eucrc khdng bi6t chul'dn
gi cfing chen ddn lAu tAu h5i: - < Chi 'Ihirm lam sao
hi m6? Con thing Nhi6u ngo ngoc ciri gi hi anh Hi0n?
Anh kep cb n6 di thdi >. Anh Siin I'hiin btro'c lai vudt
dhu dua nh6, noi:

- iI, phen nay m2iy chf miiy anir si kep c6 no, kep
bXng cl hai tll'. Cdu Hiin di dring nr\1' v6'i tdi.

- Ei dfru ?

- Di tim kep ma kqp tirrlng gi5c.
TOi theo anh Sdu ThiGn di blng ru dbng. Trd'i trong

vir ydn tinh, sao mgc chi chit trOn nEn ixri. NIOI vAi loat
sring n6 16 t6 rdi tftt ngf;ur. n6i ld ldn tidng con sdng
Vnm C6 chiiy Orn diin ngor\i x[. Ven lri du'a nu'<rc [[rAnl.r
mQt vQt dr:n c5t ngang chAn trd'i. Tro'i ttii den khr)ng
nhin rd bo'ruQng. Anh Sliu Thi6n buo'c di hut hrii(l)
(mft anh v6n bi qurlng gn tu nhirng nr-rm niim irhrn),
vAn khdng ngtrt lo'i dQng vi6n tdi:

- ThXng Niridu de b6 vdi ra r6i, v{y cang di cho ta
hon. Ciu rli chdm chdm do.'i t6i mOt chirt, c{ru IIiOn.

(1) Tdt td.
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Cd !'h[rn co dao trong ngu'tri A? Ciu ct'birrh tinh, dt cd
fhri n co tti\rn chdt trri no th[,q nt\o di nti'a, thirng NhiOu
cinp, sE lihong ltrm gi cd iiy ddu. Thiing nny nit xiio
(f tt\'{'t, no,.tinir di nlrcvc cil cao hcrn cho khCrng dai gi
dua dhu vd tr<,rng nrr)t circh de dinq vay. No itrn muu
caigi? I(irri m\ bidt durrc! Nhung dt thd nio, no dd
lr\m nhu viiy [iri nhrr thdch th(rc voi ci xd nay, vflv ta
cfrng; sE vin d0ng todn xri mA clirnh l+i n6. CAi khfln
cfra ldi r<rt dAu rbi ? Da1' rbi. I]hii, ta sb vriu d6ng
toAn xd...

- llinh sE lAnr gi h& anlL?

- trIintr danh vio tinh thiin n6... ciu hi6u khdng?
Oau chai' t'u ciroi 6ng Tu, noi ntli uhLtL ngav mai dng
phii tii lrin ddng cho duoc bd con trong xi clen tr..,p &
strn Llinh dng H6. Phen ni;- thing Nhi6u sE bi6t rn{t
mr)t lu'c luo'ng moi... C;i khln cfra tdi lai rtyt m{t rbi.

- Anh chm tr0n tay tlo ruA ?

- A, th0i ciu di mau di, tdi dcri cflu ngirv rnai 6'sAn
dinl: 6ng If6. C{u Hi6n nd.

- Ila.

- Ciiu uhcr kvi tdi d{n khdrng ?

- D4, nlro.

- Binh tinh lh duc tinh athu ti6n cfia ngu.r'i cii!6n s'i.
]'hd ciu di di.

'ft,ira t6'i choi g{p 6ng ngoqi t6i de ngbi,r, r tii tu
h6i -rAo trtroc cira. Girp tOi, 6ng ngoai t6i h6i r-. j,ry:

- TrOn tinh sao hh con?

- Anh siu Thie\n noi nhir ngoai*cli v4n rlorr.r tri con.

- U phli...
llt,i 6ng ngo4i tdi kio dm tdi vio ldng. llai 6ng chau

tOi crhng Lhirc lu6n t<ri sang.
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Ong ngo+i toi de vfln dQng bA con di hep nhu thd
nio ?

'l'heo ld'i bi con thuit lai, lhn viin d<)ng ba con d6n
Li lirm lxing rAo vAy ttbn thiing Do'i, 6ng ngo4i tdi chi
noi gon rnQt ciu nhu viiy: - <Bir con cti rl{rn chiu dr)i
rnua cldi nfrirg nlm itay khOng? r Lhn nal' ctng v+y.-
<< Ba con co diim ctriu du'u Itrng cho thing giac drinh
khdng? > Ong ngorli Loi di chc nhi\ riro udng nut.r'c lrir,
chuvdn r-in mQt lii); r'iii bi[t clrr.rt hoi. Sau do, l<hdng
dcri tr-ft lo'i, ong nsoai tOi ltti khirn ao ldt bat tli sang
nha lihirc, duo'ng nhtr tin chitc ri\ng y rninh xrra llay
chlinq khnc i bi\ con btro gio'.

Itii hfim srur bi con krio ddn hop iy srin rlinh 6ng tI6
ddng hon cl'r[rng tOi de [u6'ng, SAn tlinh rQng vfly mA
ngtro'i diing cheit nich ci, phii dt1'ng trAn ra ngoAi
tluo'ng cai vir cac br.r' ru<)ng phia ngoii. Nhibu ngu'iri ltAn
quhn ao rno'i ngi\y 'I'dt, nhirng clritjc ao vii b0ng cfia
cAc c0 gtli va nh[i'ng bq quhn ho vrii lAng cira cAc Ong
ldo ba ldo ldp loting Lrong ddm tdi, khua sQt soat va b6c
l0r'r nriri tho',rr thcrm cira viri mo'i. Cdc Ong Iiro bd liro
ngbi thAnh hAnq chinh gifr'a, nam nff'thanh ni6n tlti'ng
bno quanh & vong ngoai rua canh gltc v[r'a giir gin trrit
tr. Trd nit chqy ludng tuiing, chlng chitr dtlng 1'0n lriv
mdt phtt. llin troug tlinh Ong IIb c6 cldt dcn l6nq lrr
nhaug lih6i bav udn cio t6a ra ngoAi chc khunr' cira sb.
Bdn goc srin rlinh, rnai nir trt'ing. Circ lli lio giir ui6 trhu
ra nhai biim b6m, cric ong liro v{n thrrdc hrit, ciic ciiu
chul'dn vang varrg, tt' dhu nAl' tti'i tlltr lii:r :

- Itdt cuQ.: thiing Ntridu nty rbi rirng lri hir r:on trr
lrrt lrong thdi.

- Thi ac lai [c bAo, rbi trd'i cfrng h4i nri...
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- Trdi ha.i liav minh hai'?

- Thi noi chung... A; ]i6i rnXc m6 viry cA?
E0 dn kicl'r chirnq tdi citjn ngtli tidp p'ria san. C4nl:

chriq; tr)i, rndt tdp cac ciri phq nir l"av bbnq con, cAc cr)
gni gidu mlt, trong nhii'ng chiiic n(n Ih chrryQn vdn to
nho ,'o'i nhau.

NIQt nh6m dang bAn vb chul'6n toi vi\'l'hirm:

- Tr)i nghi6p, con nh6 nro'i hibn lirm sao.

- Chi n6i ai?

- Thi con Thhm do mir.

- U, chi nho no hiii con ntr6 kh0rrg? Ei <lLtd'ng grip
ai n6 c[ng miri moc: - < Chi dua cm dA1' cur hbng.
Chi lri nhA ern choi di>. lllridt con grii ai [hily cfing
thuo rg.

IVIQL chut co tie{ng ch6p mieng:

- [Idrn qua thfi5' c0 {5, di ciroi vdi ciu tli6n m{t may
tuo'i ron lrcrn, tdi dd mirng lr'onq hr]ng.

Anh Shu Thi0n clrnq lonr lilionr chen di lOn, qiit dhti
b0n rrAl'bOn kia chAo h6i rnoi netto'i. Tidng anh trriliri
vui v3 mQt ba mh: - <l)ir con di5', i<hong bilh hoilri
gi hdi mh a, chi c6 bi gird lgu'a Lhdi>. Co ai ttem dat
mOt rr[i ]lan nho tru6c cua tlinh, chi thoiurq sau d[ thii..,
anh ttirng nghiCur chiuh sau do, hai tay xdp ngay ngrin
trdn mill bin^ noi 2ip a dp ring, vC linh lcri hing ngrtl,
bic{n liru mflt.

- Thua bt con, hirrtr nav ngav dhu n[rn bd con ta
hqp lai driv trtrr.r'c ln rlti ki6m rii6m... Sau 1d... 'l'hu.a hir
cor, rlii qudc NIf vir bc lir trr5, sai r-rgirr. cang thna [o,
khdnrq nhirng lrong nu'o'c rnir lr0n thd gioi... IIOm qua
Bhc lib chirc 'Idt dbng l;irr chi,Jn si mibu Nrm ta,
Birc t iiu...

'Iicng mdt brr ma vong ltll ngirl liri rnh:
- \IAy noi chfr nghTa chi rliri donq riiv SArr ? 'fao cri.

nghi [ireo bqng tao k\ Bac diln ba con xfr rrinh piriii
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kDm drlnh tui dbn SAn Co nly thdi. f] tt i l{ dila nudc
x[ rninh cu moc hoai, h6 thHng gi5c niro tdi rninh cu
ti,-rn Iim hAng rio vziy dh'rh nti thoi... Gid tao h6i
thttvcrtr thfing Nhi6u bil con Thiim rlAy mly tinh sao?

Airh Shu 't'hidn mim ctrtli, luo'ng nguqng:

- Da, thi cuQc hop hom nay ciit db bn cou minh br)n
nhau chuvOu rio. V&y ln tirirnq Nhi6u hiit rlhu i6 mi1[ ra
rbi. Diing ho nhr\ n6 c6 mdi thrim tlrr) vo'i bi con xI ta,
nhtl'l diuh ri]i cliv no sE gi6. nhibu tro tloc hi6m ra nira.
l\itrrirq no c6 ba dhu s6u tay di nira ma. hA. con ta mQt
I0ng tloirn li6t. khdn; ngai liho krrln giau ktrb...

- 'l'hi mirv cri'noi tht"ing ra di, hE tr6n tinh sao thi
}r\ e,rn nghe theo viy thdi.

-r'c\n tinh ld bA conmith cu'kio irdt ra ngoii kia
,-. , tf/i thiing NhiOu. Bi con nrinh h6i no nhu yhy, --
< ]l{v 6119 noi ndo ljt cQng hoa nhcyn vi, din sinh, tlAtr
chit, ndo chinh phtr qudc gia thtrriug cliin, Io cho diin,
r41, sao bdng dung... >

- g', vty tlucrc rbi. lli6n thirug SAu rnay cu'& diy
r tyi lla con, co gi mt\5r chi biiru th0rn.

Anh SAu Thi6n bft cuoi, noi:

- Da, thi chi c6 nhu vdy.,. Con tOi thi r1 riey voi bh
con ihdi.

r\nh chrra dut ldi, bdng tu phia sau c6 tidng ngucri
vong }en:

- Nhu'ng de bidt thirq Ntri6u nhy ngoan c6 d& lfirn,
bl con ta tay khdng ra rlo no cir xi srhng bfn thi sao ?

Nhii3u tidirgxi xao ntii ldn. Nguoi thi n6i: - rr \6 d1r1
b[n a ? Rbi no con mf,t mlii nlo ? >. Nguo'i khfc iai r.t6i :

- ( Oi, cAi clong tui :.16 thi mtit v<yi uriri gi. Di lri {c 0n
thi so'ciri phiri nhirng tay vrio rnau r. Ti6ng iuc niy lai
thiiv cdt l6n nr-nr:

- Tinh thi de d6, nhung toi hic ra di thi lgn rQn cho
mtr coi. Trdnh sao canh ngud'i utry dtn ngubi kia, ai

157



cfinp rnu6n durrc nup piria sau ti6 trir-rh c1au. l'lrir lrt',i
:ri dimdi dhu, ai darn dap,;f1a vd niim Ao thnng'Nhii'tr
h6i ;oi dAy ?

Clrua dirt lo'i, b6ng co tidng Ia lon, giong s:rng sir-,e:,

- TOi, tOi sd di dhu !

't r giiia%rirn ddng, (rng ngoqri tdi rlu'ng I6n kinh cilr
ldt lrhfln xu6irg, hu<rng vE phia anh Siu I'hien :

Chu S:iu:\ chu cho phdp t6i n<li it ldi nghen?
Anh Siu Thiin vdi n6i:
-. Da, Ong 'l'u crr noi.
Ong ngoai t6i huo'ng vE ti6ng ngutri n6i

dffng hfng mfly crii rbi chtim rdi niri:
-- Chri nAo vua n6i tlo cho tdi h6i lar nhu vhy, ;-iF 

-

thi ta ra ngoli d6 rliiu tranh vryi trri thXng Nhi6u c6 khi
bi c Anh dip, bi bln chtjt nira d6, nhung gid dAy mr)t
ngt:cri cfia xd ta b6ng bi n6 birl- rnQt cdch oan uc, nhu
v0y ta chiu nh[m m[t d6 v€n sao ? r Tdi h6i chu: I3iiy
lAu l;d con [a [n 6' r,o'i nhau, su<rng kh6, sdng chdt ditrr
c6 nhau, gicr mQt ngurri bi n4n, trdm ngud'i kh[c ng6i
khoanh tay mi nhin a?

IIoi nriu'o'i im phlng phiic. Ong ngoqi tdi uting nnilc
mi,ing u'ng r.rc, gin cb, mach miru & thai duong n6i
vb;rg lin:

-- Chu u mr)t tidng di, rbi tOi c{t cei choi ngoiri ddnrl
kia chri ra d6 mr\ &. Xii Ntrrrn IIoa ta lih6ng c6 ngtro'i nhu'
vi.'. Xd Nhon llorr ta, nguoi [n & voi nhau, sdng chdt
gi :dng co nhau, crr cing giip kh6 lih5n gian khb thi
cdrrg thrrcrng yeu durn Lroc nhau ho-n. Chu co bidt nhtr
va,, hay'?h61g thi dA toi l.rC' chLi lghc eh11,Qn niy. Njm
d6 - ch[c hbi dO m[ chri r,hua shnh chu ra dlu - ur<)[

lhrr tui liirh slng-d'i TA'v dbn Sin Co cflng xdc vao
birt rrQt s6 nguo'i xd ta d5.n di nhu vfty. Chu phfti bii;l
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thu& dO chung stng 5ng dhy lrong tay, cdn bi con ta
thi ddn cdi dao xfit chu6i cfing khdng c6. N]rui;g cu dB
chring bfit ducrc mQt nguoi rbi chring cfing sE b[t ducrc
ngucri thu hai, thu' ba... cai thrii thtng gi{c lA nhu r'fly.
N0n bi con xi ta dAu chiu 116 yen... Bc.r4 chung chua
budc di tdi cu6i x[ thi dhu xdbir con dd'lAch gaygec.
don soc, m6 sii tdc ch4y theo... Ddi bdn gip nhau tqi
sAn dinh ney... FIdm do m{u ta, mfu gi4c chiry ng{p sin
dinh, ngdp tcri m&t ce chfin ch6 clrti ngbi do... BA con
ta ch6t nhiEu l[m, nhiEu hon s6 nguoi hi bht... Nhung
hon chring thi cing hoing sq b6 ch4y, th d6 thut
m{t ludn... Do, t6i sdng hon bf,y muoi nlm & xd nirl'
t6i bi6t nhirng chuyQn nhu v{y, chu co bidt chuydn chi
kh6e chri tB tOi nghe thir?

Tidng luc nf,y khdng thfly cdt Idn nfra.'
Ong ngoai tOi bdn quay ra dAm. d6ng:

- Thua ba con, chi e6 chu kia < ydu tinh thhn > mo'i
n6i nhu vay th6i, cho t6i bidt, chung kdo ra ngoli do
bd con ai cflng sE gidnh duqc di dhu hdt. Nhung tdi
xin bi con dibu nAy: tdi gid rbi khOng bidt s6ng cLr6t
ngiy niro, bi con cho tdi duqc di <Ihu. TOi chdt mtr
khdng duqc chi tay vd mf,t tirXng Nhi0u ma chiri mQt
cAu thi tOi irc lfrm.

Ong ngoai Ldi noi tdi d6 bat ho mQt trirng diri, khO;rg
n6i ducrc nrla. Eam d6ng bi kich d6ng dir dQi, nhibu
ti6ng la o n6i ldn:

- Sao lai khdng dam di dhu, ai noi kj' vaiy ci ?

- N6 d6m gidt h6tc[ xd Nhon Hoa ndy sao cho?

- Tdi sE di kd 6ng Ttr dAy... Tdi sE h6i no: < Thing
Nhi6u, sao b6ng dung mdy v0 xI bht di mQt dua con
gAi nhu mi hibn hflu nhu viy ch&?'Mdy gi6i thi di ra
ngodi kia tim du kich mir dAnh... >

.- U, n6 c6 gi6i thi ra ddy.
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.!.nh Sriu Thiin bic;t to'i liic litlt thric, d[rng len.
- - Vay ld chirng ta rld qu3'dt lnng rbi, chi cdn c6 ra

,di :rt-ra thdi. Nay mai la ngoiri cI<-r ta cii' bhrn liet n<i, d{u
trarrh mr)l- ngay, hai ngir,. . cho lo'i khi niro thirng lt-ri

rncri l.hdi...

-- Con irri IIt ngoiri bf,i -sAn Cd ? - Co titjng h6i.
-- Cting lihdng tha n<l i,Iriu ! - Anh Sau Thi0n nrirn

cutri nci rlp m6' nhtr vtiry, r'hi ltu'r-r'c xudng tim teri. G[p
anlr, tdi hiii n:1av:

-- X'Iinh clhnh tui \ti n?
-- Chd c{u tilh sao?
-- Nhung ai rtAuh'?
-- Cau tli vo'i tdi <lhng nriv.
.lrnh cuiri khE tron{i ddnr t6i, hai rniit anh long lanh,

chrra khi nio tdi thfiy anh sung suong r4ng rG nhtl viy.
Chting tdi di birrrg ra dbng, vb iru(rng Ilam I-a T6i Tr<,'i.
Tr)n duixrg di toi h6i nfrt:

- Con dr)i drr liich'?
l{ai rnitt anh Siru I'hien cAng long lanh hon:
- Ciu nhtr chuyOn quirl' cau thm vung(l) ctra trri X'If

khOng'? lii na5, miuh l{p mun chgc cho tui niy xich
mich nhau mQt rnd choi. Tdi tinh llm.nhu vhy, ciu
I{i)n 4...

Edm t6i den nhtr rnitc, r/in tinh, khdng go.'n mQt chtlt
gio. Tidng cdn trung kdu riin duo'i c6. Dbng r8ng tanh,
chi co lii rac nhfrng hinh nOrn bXng lom dirng gi[ng

'1) Bubng cau gid. cntn il6.
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tay ntur ntrirng dtta con nit tinb ngtrictr' [rl1i6 5[pg lrroc

ltin tung chum 6 ctlin ttiri. Tidng phrio giirn Yqng lai,
xa lirc. Tlirng vb rrlm chi thi{v mdt vgL c&56tlen va
rhirng drnh dt'n liip lric chen gua kc: llt' Strtrng xttting
.lu)'en vo'i khoi tir trong xom bav biirrg ling ir€n mi:t
rur)ng. ]Idi lorrt sting ni), tic;p theo h\ tieng ciro sfia.

(iiin toi Dirrn Lal I-6i't'rtvi rniri kh<ii bidn nri[[, thay
viio 116 r'niri sinh lii, mtri plte n chua, nriti ntrtrc lanh lanh
quen l.hurit lil'rit{rr long toi s(ing I+i l.rao liii nieur xua. l)fr.
i,ril dhu nhin thfiv nhlrng ng<.rn cit beip dirn lcrn tua tita.
7jr ll sao, troi im gio, v:i-v mri rlruq lri trin khur ti riro.
liri n(ri voi irnh Siiu'l'hi€n:

- I{bi rrrtr rnfri lhn la tlziy nghe l.i6ng lri khua tOi
lrrti'ng lhu' c6 rnr)t <loirn qudn dang ktio tli trong tlo.

-\nh SAtr l'hi6u mirn cur<ii, noi:

-. (lhrit ni'a cr.iu si i{ip tlot\n quirn d6.
Ohting t6i ngiii xuSng bo' rugng, c4nh rnqlt ngdi r,ni tl{

r'fi. 'I'roi rE khuva cing lanh budt. Dong sdng VAm C6
e hti-,'litrig lu, mf,t s0ng ttong sLro'ng nhu bdc khoi.-l'r'i.n
nFn tr-oi, sao d6n lqi th,rnh tttng chorn nh?[p nhtiy thArr
dt,nr. foi ngdi, mQt hbi m6i rndt, lua vAo virch d{ gd
rnfr ngtr ga ngfr g{t. ISin t0i, anh SAu 'fhit\n vin ngbi
-rt1n htt thudc, Ii'ra d6 lap ldc. Xa xa, nhirng tlAi pl-riro
siing cld loL rr.rng h6t, chi con iai lrcn nEn tlrri nhri'ng
tia khoi miinq. IIi mit tt)i ctr hip lgi, nang triu. l'rrr(r'c
rniit idi, urdt tiru l[ ktrt dung tltrir, phtlt chdr: toi nhin
Lhi(r' tiu lA lxlt rihu nroc cirn-h bal' tli... blv rii,..

(lho-t c6 tic{ng itnh Sau 'fhii'n:

- Da)' di l{i0rr A, dii5' coi c[i nir\- nr.
'l'di clioirn3 t!ri-v, thing tlriit:
- Ciri gi r i1'l'

- Caii lihurr:, ngtr,' l,hiiv 5i 11 'r

.- iiirOn;.
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... hdng ngtrdi tli r/rirr rld ttugt quu cluitrq 16i.,-

- Thiet ctirr khdrg ttrinh tai chtit trao lrr{[. Ctiu ciri
xt,ting nhin vii phia chAu tlr-r'i I<ia.

l'di cui xudng thco liri rrnh chi, qui"r nhi0n nlrin Llr[v
in bong trrin nbn chfrn tliri tlang ii'ng hiing ldn r-l {nh
pl [o sring nhi[p nhfi nhirng clridrr norr ttii(r) va rrlrirug
tri,nq sring. 'fdi bur)t rui(iru kCu lin:

( 1) Mit kti bio.
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-- I],, rldi rf r\l)

- i'.
'l'(ri rnr'rng rlrrzr tllinr la nqir' n{.tln:
-- t3r) drli rii i ? Sao lai r.ir ?

-{nh Suu 'f tri6n om lilv \,li tdi. cuiii sung sualr]r :

- 
'l't)itI[ noi vdi ci.ur, khdng [e nrinh tha ttri ]I! nrlo.ri

bli c,6 Siln ()o kia sao'/ (lhinh no t-uo'i la rlri't llav xt
moi sr1... l)hen ui\-v thirng Ntri0tr bi dinh tt'rrou rlhnh sau,
coi no ch6rrg ttd'rit sao.

Dn b6t dhu nght' tii;ug chun giirtr hirn hi hach, ti6ng
sting d4n khua lach cAch, tiiinq th& rn0L vu tiiing Iihhu
l6nh chuviin lt\tr xu6ng nqht rd rnbn mdt. lling ngttiii
di tlhrr hiQu rit trtxrg houg t6i ntir strortq. Dhu tic\n chi
nhin thiiv nhirng khudn mirt rirm nitr hiett lir itrir sau

vanh non r'6i, hai con mirt sAng long Ianlr riirtr hai giol
nudrc. Sarr do la nhrirrg n(rrtg stittl3 loting trol. diiu mc-i',

nhitng birni.{, bu-ld, ca-tu-sc(r) tlr.rn, nbi uiitt soorto ch io...
Rtr ru,)ng rrlru' Lr'Ttr colg tltr:(ri s(rc nf,ng ctra tloan rr{trdi.
llirng ngubi di cthu ctir vtlo't qtta chting tdi, dang dirng
Iai bdn liia mii tiir c161 thtriic lttr[, chuvqtr r-iin ltto xiro.
1\Ir)t ngtriri lun, ntiD, darrg di nilng nb, diiu kltong ddi
n.-rn lii mir ct)t khiic tdm riri dLr tlang chen di tiri, vua
di riLa loa trrl- goi:

- (lo ai b0n do khdng?
Anh Stiu 'l'hidn rt)i drurg di-ry chcn tiri rli ldn:
-- (ld tdi dA1', Sau Thi6n de5'. llil' 'fhirc d6 ph6i

khong ?

Hai nguoi du'ng nhin nhart mQt hic rbi 6m chiim lily
nlr:tu:

- 
'l'r'iri tldt, con m4nh (i6i hh?

- \-in khoc nhu thuo'ng.

('1 l)a, iili d*n1S tlott.
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Yi,-r'l;'r rlit llno rrlritlrr rrhr-rr r'6i... (.irrlr rrirn lnng r'frrr
irhu',.'ir. rirlr bir rnt)rrg nin', rl hru lri nir',..

II,ri rrqrriri nhu' ({ua'n nroi ngtliri tnoi viit cltttrtrl (ltiiillh
ng,)i xrriirrri \av su'a, nhicr lai llao ki'nierrr cr-r. r\rrh lJir:'
'l'hric kc crho nnh S[rr'l'hitrn nght'vtr uhr-nrq diing tl,i,
ciur lro rrgitl' xtta gio'lir rrhirng can bd chi hrrv nhrtir{
rltrrr ri [rr) rl0i chfi lrc lr6n chi6n trtrivnq rrnrg nrii. ( Anlr
rrg ri coi, 116 chi co rn6t d6i rlr)i rnir rlhnt tlAnh r6 r'irtr
rnqt giil'a...,l, arrll noi thlro thuo du'ong rrhtt tli chuhn
bi sirn tir trturc. Ya u c:ii thiing nti hoc rliruh giilc hi)i
llir) nra lhAnh th4o va-r' l<h,)n[l lli6l" u, sau mt-,i nguiri rrnh
tlrr"irng l<dL ltrfn rrtrrr viil'. ^\rrh hiii lqi lul'r Stlrr'lhir\n"

- (lon c6c unh iv [li xit: 'l'rr Antr, llli Ikrur, Sirrr
'fhiOt... Thi6t NI6o d(r, anh enr r{iu cri rbi'/

rtnh Si'ru 'f lri€n n{.lltrlr ngtli kt ctro rrglte: 'I'tl Anh bi
chrin{ rni'i irrlng rrirm situ rnuo'i. llai lilrrn, l'hiet }ldo bl
tli" rli (lr)n Dlto, surr cr) tb t'lrrtc vtrcrt ngtlc: lltri Rrrur bi
b,i r chet, Thiet Nklo lhoAt I'il drrcvc nhung lri binh lrni
li€' trt <lri t<vi qitr kh6ng c(rng t;ic gi tlrtr.rt.. Nghe xonq,
nn r l3i-r' 'l'trtrc chip rrrfuiug noi:

.-'l'ir{t Ia tlau xrit, lir ttfl milt di bao trhieu nhirng
rlb rg clri Irttng kidrr. Nhu'ng liht)n,r stro, tir lir lti'a nay
sd trui len nOn bao corr n{triri sftt thcp nil'a.

(lho'l nhin th{1' tdi, anh hi'ri:

- Ai ctdy'l
,rnh Stiti 'l'hi.\n gi(r'i thi(u:
,- I)u kich xI. Anh con nho' kh6ng, cf,rr bci cli dem

Co'rn cho tr.ti minir ngiv xua..,
- 4... chir muu thii.t, mau llrict!
rinh rnurrg rir hiii titirrrr git dirrh toi rbr rroi; _ " \'ri;,

thi tdi c6 iliiit bi, rnit crj*. (),g 't'Lt ngAy xu.tr tiii cr.i:i^
rfit giiu t0i. \nh Shu'I'hiin cdn nh.y crii hiiiir,] tijiu
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muong dira kh0ug?r. Anh kE thern nhiEu chuvOn nfi'a,
irhdng ngrit iri'ri lhiinr sirc khiic Ong nltoai tr)i, lra rrrii tiri.
Anh h6i thtrru:

- (})u cO lrti {i... crii eir gr\i trdrrg }riiln }ri\u & nhi
c6u do?

Ng'he nhfic t(ri 'l hiim, tdi nghur ngAo k]r6rrg noi rILro'c.
Anh SAtr Thi0n rdi d:ip lhav tt)i:

- Cd'fh5m b&v giu dii lon, bit dhr tharn gia cdng
tAc ducrc rbi. Thrit lA dau xot, hdm qua cr) bi trri tlrirtg
Nhiiu ,! ddn SAn Cr) l0n riro lrlt dt'rn rti rbi. l)o rlo
ira eon ri Nhon Ilira sE tb chu'cr tii[ir tranh uhtr tr)i dir
hidn thu bAo anh hdm guu. I)her-r nr\v la cii giing kdt
hr.rp hai nrz-it vii trftng, chlnh tri cho ttit.

.{nh ddt nrot tli6u thudc, vir bEt tlhrr bing gir.rng trhm
triiur thrrd'ng ngtiv :

- X[ crhung tdi rlirn nhirlm r,i0c dAnh ap dio tinh
thiin Lui n6, c<)n cic anh thi c<l nhifrn rtr dAnh < dri't ,,

tui IIj' ngoi\i bfri c6 SiIn Cr) kia. 'fui thlng Nhi6u nA1,

ngoat) cd dii' ifrnr, nhrrng dAn xd Nhcrn Hoa nitl' cfing
khdnq vua ciilu. Con dai atOi MY kia, chfic cAc anlr cfing
cifl tung thri'sutr vdi nd rbi... N(o:\i ra, n<-ri chung giirr
thh5, to'chring no co nhitln chtr-vQn h.rc drtc nhau lt'rm
Tui llj tidn clAy ngirtlnh ngang, phAch l6i rlfrm ra chir
quan. Cirn tliiing Nhirlu nghe dtiu hbi di hoc trutrng sI
quan c6 bi tui cd vfin bat tai, dn dit gi ilo dm brlne dnr
r'rc rndy nflru nay; chuv6n d(l thi & diu cftng c<i, ndn
rninh ph6i tu-v*it rtdi lo.'i drrng chd scr hir rlo. Ddm mai,
Iuc crlc an]r nb st'rng, bd con sd kdo ra dr)ng cira dbn
thffng NlriSu. I\,Iinh sE danh m$t trfn tu1'.\t diCu.,. (ioi
lA tr{n ddnh gi bni'gio'/ Khdng phii ln triin drjnh dhtr
ti0n, cirng lihdng phfri In trAn rlirnlr srir cirng. 'fh0i cu
ggi ln tt'An ririnJr liv nifar ngirv ta sdng cir;,nr; nhau Ir'on{
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dri nr lir na1'ril-r'. .\i'Lh nho l<honi, rnr)t iiiu tt-ri hinlt nirnrl
rlcn nrii circ unh lllriii clrtrltlt cring toi tltrr ltrng suiit
ht'rr tlritrg...

- -\lr)l tlrrirrg l(. nilrn n.q,ir'...

- l)h:ri. 'l'<)i llr rlri':r lrirv binlt rrhrit trorrg irotl, \ iy' nri
tir cilrrg lilrdrrLl clri;1..,

- Lolti n,iLriri nhtr tt-ri rninh stjn{ dtri lrirn.

- l'}ltii. ft cdrn rlibrr rriv rrii't :rnh r:6 nthit\rn thiijr
kl,dng: nr6i triin diinh. nrinh rtbu nhu' cr-r nrQt <rc6'r {l
d(... [.hn cl<'r ttr drrtvi lri dhnh tiic ldn, rn{r' anh rroi vrri
nltatt rrira chrri ni'ra thiQt: r, l)[nh trlin niv cho t]rirrq
Si u Tlrit\rr hdi binh, anh enr tri!> (]uir rltitr,i nitu rtiv,
trin cl,l rnitrhrlb nrhu lilrt)ng it, sau rlir tiri hit drro'c lrtilh
nlru ct) phrip L1yqil'. Liin niv ct-rng riir'...

- Sao l)

- 'I'6i tnu6n troi chuvdn co bt( il'hiim tiri mn..'

Anh Shu'l'hien rlling ltan{ urii-v ciri. rbi nrii thdtu criu
lam tOi nao long:

- 
'fr'+n nuy, auh iliv 't'hirc i, tr)i inLi6n rtrii... f)it ttrillh

co tlb miiu bao nhitiu di n[ta rninh llhiri ciru clto tlLro-c

c, b(' 'l'hirn. Darr xot lrinr !

'f0i hu<rc tranh ra rlgoii llu rudng. Chtta btto {itr
d-\m tdi tl6i vdvi tdi co vti dav lritlam t6i vtro'ng viu kh6
c riu nhu lric r1o. Surrng lihuva rro'[ rin rit n]ru vtiv rii{t
li.-v tOi. l)hia sau, anh S/ur Thicn birn vcvi anh |3i.1'Thtrc
nrrit sd vit\c n[i'a: vi6c irn 6' cira drrrr vi br) dr)i, vidc tii
tlru'oug, tii dan,giiigiSchcrp d6ng cliidn riIu... I]5ng anh
rrrii: ,r (}ic anh di chuhrr bi siin stng h6t liii, ciri con thitiu
li inh shL pliiii khdng? Toi qioi l.hi6u vui anh, c:iu IIiGn...
'luy cirn nhij lutli chd cr'inq <lir drrcrc thri.tlrrich nhi6rr... r
['ai nsrriri l;jn riu r'hia tav rrlrrtu. 'I6i qtrr\n chio anh
l'riv 'i-hrrc, hi;i hii riurg anh Situ 'f Iriet bring d6nq rli 'rb
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xrirn. l)iria sau chung t6i ,dryn vi nhu nroc d{y ti' ducri
hir ntdn,r, sfing 6n.1 rlan rlrrcvc, niii nirrtt soor{ chiri Iai
l'l'ua lofrng xoirng,, lich kich. l)tvn vi cuiin di st\u vao
ti,,rl'l I-ir I Ot I l'(Ir.

Sring h6m satr tdi rli vb tlrim nlrir tnlirc khi vE fr ludn
voi d<rn ri tfia anh tlirv'l'hric. N'Ia tdi vti'a rli thirnr Thfrm
'rD. kit clro loi ngire chul'€n'flrrinr rniiv ngirf ir ti'ong tu
rir tli'i rl{pr thiug l{hiiu nhrr thd nao.

Chring lriil 'lhhur vF, nhdt v0 mr'rl cirn phong (cfin.;
ni\nr rrgiip mol nfi'a du't5'i tl?it I'ir ttii den nhu cin phoitg
chrinu <1i giam tdi xua liia), chrit siru cr.r thtirrg Nhiiu
rliin gd cri'l < xin phill (lu'c/c r() $itp r. Sau tli'i1' la ctroc
ddi thoai iiiri'ir no voi Thrirrr;

- ChA, rtiv li <lu'a crn thirr vi'u cira tdi r1i ]16 rn4ng
vi nrr)t nharr silc nhu vhv rfAv. Cfinq chiing ri'c cho n6
liim rltu.

-- Tdi li ndng dAn qu6 miur chfr' nel'ria lihdng bao
r:lric\u, 6n{ co mutin nrii chi thi n<ii tr[rrq ra t6i mcri
i: r6u rJu'cl'c.

- Phii... EAu cho ra do... Vn phii cho thit sdn*
phfrng... (16 ttfl giCit chdt t'[ri'a ern cira tOi lbi, r'tiy cd c]io
phip l.di doi h6i lai ddi dii'u ch6?

- Thi 6ng c[r' n(r i phri't ra rli !

- ... CO rtd gitit ch6[ tlira crn tdi ma kh6ng dtrng miri
Lilrtr)r, phrit sirng nao, diFu yeu chu cfia tiri cfing kh6ng
hiritin cd tdn giot r-nb hOi nttoc mirt ni\o t1tiu. 'I6i chi xin
('a, rloi vd riuy mq)t criu thOi.
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- \-ir driu 2

-- Dril-.
'i-liting Nhit\u hirric trainh (Jurr rnot ]rr',r'r rrlitrirpg 6'fu11

t:ir,l nrdt len linli burr.' Iiri rli,il llrroc rni-rt '-t'ltiiur mQt ilii
ru:'v tltu plrlit. Ndr vEn rrut, t,iii rririv qrra-y li, r'c mt)t lir.'.
rbi n<-li: " l)ii)', r:r) 'fhiirr xirr n<,ri loi lrir etlrr trong xJ
Nhon l{irl... r 'l-lrtim lroin.l h(i{ la ltln:

- T6i n6i gi viiv?

- Cd noi' n 'l'fii rld qui thuAn clriinh lrliii qudc gia
rb , xitr r ngoiri kia., rlurrg trting r.lrir gi t0i nii'a r.

- r, Ngoii liar lir cAi gi v{v?

- t,a t-rii gi tu khflc ngrriri trr hii;t.

- Ngoti kia li }aug x<im, (Itld hu'{Inl{ iiri. ()ug hr'rt t0i
iro litg xtinr, qut': Iru'ryn{ lr)i it'1

- TOi chi rnudn cd tt bi'r tr.ri \:iii t'r)ng nrl th0i.

-'fdi lilrr)ng lrii(t Vidt c6ng chi cir. qrranh tdi chi i'o
hi con rur)t thit cfrr tt)i thr)i. 'l'hr'rn ltii ruil ldi mti ciri
;r0n ha t'on xir Nlrrrn Ilira ai r'iin( Iii 6rtg lra, (rita tne,
anh erlr cfrt tOi hdt.0n{.1 cu'tlem giet lf)i tli chs tOi
Iih0ng nrii cttr gi riAu.

- Cd hit{t hi kh,jng klri niro tdi gitit c<) riii.

- 1;:i)'tiri ong tinh liinr gi toi? Onu cri'rl[r'r:g rJir ntt
r<;i, con ldi thi nhri't quvt:l klrdng lttn theo loi gi cfirr
iing hdt.

'ihinr ng{rng mrit hic: dA }ir}-lai binh tTrrh liii n6itir)ip:

- I[{r, drrrg qnen r]ghi (luer} sdnil nhu vr.i-v lbi, m[r' Ong
ttr,insi ai cirtr:l uhrr rn{v t)ng vf1' sao? lli[1' dng ttr'<ing
:ii ciing du rl5 rhlotr, ai rrt-rnq dea nat tlrroc. ll{1' 0n3
iarrr nhiirrg chu.yQn thfrt ri:urg tric ctrtri. Cha <)ng, te\n c'ai

tb,rg Iii.li ujav xrra rnb huug cha tOi, hiep lrrr:. tdi, satt
rlo thijnt l)rri L'nr d:rg thi dem tibn tlenr lrtlrr-rldn hii
ctr5'i t6i IIm vc.r. Lhr'}ng t',.quari rlti, tlrii co nuit dli eii:t
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chdt ht{t rbi. Giir diy nrlra rlclru r)ng cho }inh ldn vo xrirn
bfit ttii, lai lri6u tiri noi liri qui Lhu:in r)n{. }'If,r' Ong lrirn
c[i trd gi rr)-"- cho?

'l'hirng Nhiclu vfin li irrrrr trfi ltri:
- TOi larn vitrtr nA-v dE hfto vf uv tin cfia i6i thr'ri.

I(hring rfung rlrrgc nira,'fhirm tlurit lin:
- Ui'tin gii) )lilv 6ng chi larn theo lili rnilv dng thiiv

Mi' cfra rndv t)ng thdi. -frri nri ir nlloiri biii trtr Sin Cr) kiir,
0rrg tlcur tOi nri Lr:ln chtt clturrg...

Ndri tdi r[6 'I'hirm ]xit klrdc nuc nt"r. I-lring Nhirlu cilrrs
ilti m5t noi:

- Ttti lli'rnn tiqrrg tO'i cr) thi ldi khdug chirir ridn
t:rrt ttiro [ron$ rliin rr:iv tliirr, ct) 'l'h{ln a. ChtrvEn trons
r:i thi rnfic uro gi tiri tui tro trh(r?'I'rr1, ntrierru..

No ngnt ngrr mril" lirc rbi qual'gtil, lrir rti. Cri'a chu'rt
kip tlt-rng lai th{r' no tr6 lti thir tiilu rao, rnrlt clti pht'rng,
ritr':r ra con tltro c,fia'l'h*m:

- l'uv nhiin chtr5.-dn trong xr'i thi toi rlrrvr{t klrong
:rirrrirrrg nr<it lru'oc. CO dir tl$nr tlong {hrrrrrrg niQt nguiri
iirrh cirlr tdi, tdi sE tlu'rt ra toa vF t.)i rl<). (lo khoan khoc
dir ird 'l'hriur ir, tx) ctrn plrii khr)cr nhiiru rlo.

Ith lr)i kA toi d(r ltii noi titip:

- 
'l'hing Nhi€u sau tto cri tiur chrrJr tlir rii l.rir J4i

hoAi, gianh ci ri6c dent c<vur cho con 'l'[r[ur, lih<)ng bi6t
riinh lAm gi. Con'l'hi-rnr thiil'viy lloiug so phii giir binh
nhin ct'r'm,16 ldv ctr lrilnh gip nrirt no. 'foi lhAtt tron
nh6, tiri Iric rnll vr) ncr c[ing chrrl tro ht)l ccrrn nic
tlong irtlng.

\'Ih tdi luc tui tlri'it iiri l.r [.htr cfirr '['hiinr, niri llttlnt:

- Ni) viet thu cho con ctr lihoc tu'ng ch1ip. I-hiit larn
iir:in crorr grii... klr0 trirm bli I
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'f irLr 'l'lr irn li,it r-<ii lu nq, vi'i rr trit, ntit clr ri' ngucch
n!oirc, nhidrr ct16 toi plriii ttoen i m<,r'r tlr.rt <tuo.'c.
'-['lru' rii.l-:

.ltth IIiitt ui utrtt l;ittt qtu tiut etr,

Am khinrl ngir sittt ttic chrtrry fur chiu taq liltitnll buo
linem bi su utro taq giiic. Iim bi clitng bit iC nltdl nrdl
lir,: ldu na utrn cott b&ng ltrtunrl. Lo luc tm lrrirtttl ui6c
?u bi bdt ddq chi la rn6t rliiic nto nrir lh6i. Co lrtc lgi
tr?nt1 nlur cr'trt tlrury tli bin arilt, ct'tttt1 nrlbi urj'i unh dti'i
q6: mut uinq rryc rd' nqoni nqltta trung horrt qut. iihnng
unh cfr qdrt trint, yltit tli ettt linh hfttt rii, em phfii tinh
d'0 ddi phti uiri thdnq qiqi(. (D? thiim lliiq sE k7 rmh nglw
ch,ryin thiinq NIiirr i?n gqip etn ttlur tlfi nrro). 7'ltdng rtt'rr1

qu'i nlrcnt h|im hit srir', dri uqig enr cttttq khdng Io bttbtt
ch,, clfi co ttic li lilutng dim chit ittrr.r,' tui. Sd phdn thd.t

kh)nq ntaq clto giu dinh eitt; ntti rm I;Itt .t'tru s&p ttcim
iluoc tlriittg cai tbrul liiit thi ph&t budng duo, gio' ddu
em chtrr chi id bi rtri ltto'r' duo nrdt rdi. N'ftrrnq n<ii uug
clu, ent crlnq dd hiiu ra; A'httng 1thrti ent qidl dtfcthiing

hi:t cluinrt tto, phfii klfing unlt?

tint clti mudn noi ucrt unh iiftt ttdLt. Hbi .r'rra, nrrjz ltin
binh, nint rudng, iltr-i 1,111 lhu'irttg nhin ent nti lihoc, thun
th6 urti ltd cort litnq r(tm: - (( PhAi chi 1dr sarrft no la
cat, trai, nd rld khb hct'n...>> Em lug lhwnry md em lfitit
rtltt"rttt ttqlte o1it1 enr cting klfittg chiu. lint ctri ttoi uryt anh
rdr.' ertr licort gui lhi dft lrirrr srutclt,'r? (iio itriq nim trrtng
lrry lhirtg rlirlLc, lt'ong cttn p.{y)1111 61j1y1 nhu' utth khi .t'irg,
t'ttt rtguqdn rtot gtong anh..,

l,,ir4n thLr 1i6p theo nhirr" di, Loi lihong doc cluo'c. Va
cirrl cuiii c[ur1;:
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i)ottn !ht, lilp theo nhde-tti, tdi t;hdng doc darlc
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'rhinq.Y/riirr iirnq mrntl em titt critt rteio rtit t-'rit rtrit'\
khin kiip <'t'tu nti...

I)n cfiu unh ltt Nr7lrrTrlrt 'l'li'l'Ititttt

Ilor xorrg i.r)i xtip nhii lh tlrrr cifl viio ctt-ttr-st' dt]rr, Itrt
viirr cut)n triln chidu ngi'l nldt giiic dii. (iiii'a khuv:r. lr vi

tli,n uui-,- ngang. tdi thu'c driv rrr cti'n sittt hiin.r{ di-irrl rli
vi: I)rilr l.ri 'l'iii 'I'ri,i.
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VIIT

xoM LAN(; xOt nAY

1

Drr., vi h0 d$i ctruhn bi xu?[t qutin.
t)rim L'Jt 'l'6i'l'ro'i hdm nay co vil shng s[ut ho'n Irroi ngay.

\{irt nr(rc grrn s(xrg l[n tln phirn clridu {nh nitng ltrng
linh trc\n nhu'ng tau lA. 'l'r0n nhfi'nu go tl{t rld r{o utroc
mtra, chiiin si ng6i rSrAv quiin trin ridrr tlo'i giir xrriil. phrit.-fiit ci <Iii chuhn lii xong xuOi hit rbi: sring loang rlhu
nril'lt\n dirrr khoa an toAn, thir phho m& nirp, ni-l6ng
rrlre nrtru, bong hhng clt nhtin, hi-dirng nurrc gai rao
thrit lung, vdng trOn lu'ng. chi con rlcri triri srlp t6i nira
tlrdi. Nhtrng mf,i trtri vdn chtttt chirr t6i. Thdi gian hlc
rliry sao tr<)i di ctrrim chap vfly. Chtrydn ghn chrrvdn xit,
ehidn sT rlii kb khdng bi6t trao nhidrr rbi ma l<im <i6ng
ilii vAn khdng nhich di clucrcr hrro nhi6u. Cu6icirng,mdt
r irii;tt .si ntii :

- l)ir nghi anh Iltv Thu'c k6 chuy6n nghe di.
;rnh llir' 'fhri'c nghp diri, noi:

- Chtrl'trn gi'? Ioi kh6nq c<i chuyt\n gi k6 dAu.
-- Nirru xtrir nghe df,u anh dd tung cdnig tirc 6'x:i Nhon

llna niny riii uri'!
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-- 'I'Oi tli niim chinh tai Btim L/r'tt;i 'fri,i r.:iiv.
'- \'i)'tlri hav linr.
. - \h rlir,t ch trvr:rr rliii rlil.

l'iri cri'li6 tliri.
- l([rdng, tr)i kt chrrven ng5rr nirv thdi. NIrn tlo --

nlrn thiirrq Dit.m rlic mjtv chem di kilh lvlra tinh nriEn
Tr.,rn,' Natl [_|) nirr., t'hiic pr{v a1[ biait I'i)i -- Tr.ri toi
bam trong xr)nr ht{l riiit phii rhr}r'dat xudng tlhn-r lh uirl'.
Crrc lhdrr tlo'i rniiy anlr tyi, i-riit mirrr nrrra loi rnrin niirtg,
chirng tdi ngbi iro sdi trong li [n g{ro ranq, ndnq nu'{v(.'

vfiug, sdng Lly l2[t nhu t'lrrrfit lli ngap ltrri'c vAv. I)rr li]'
cirng khdng hon ndi khb (lrc rlary: ctrrinq Lr)i lihdn; ci,
cri:h gi lic'n ht'durvc ldri bi cou l-r'ong xtirn. Chring L,)i
khr)ng thi! lrl dhu m lihiri clam li mir khdng hi trri r!'in
vd n[ dan clio tii' dhu. I]idL riii crr\ug cuc r1uti, ntriiirt
anh dir bft khoc, n(ri: -. Oo chdt bao irhidu cirngph,iri
m,i ducrng mau vb vryi brr con rninh, khimq chiu dung
durrc hoii nhu viiv dAu r. Phiri, chirng tdi dii kh6c, nrii'."

auh d. I(herng rr(r ndi khb cuc nao Inn hon n6i kh6 cLt"r

cfi'r ngud'i chidn si phiri sdng xa dAn. Nhung phhi lirn
sa,) dtiy ? Chirng tdi nghl rrdt oc vfin kh<)ng tirn tluo'c ca,:ir
gi ci. 'l'rong luc cir thclm m6t ngny ln co thOm mQt can
h0 bi danh triic hhnr bi nr{t ch4v ra tlanr lai nt\1'... (Anl:
Siru Thi0n quhn xfur to'i r,'e, lom khom di ki'i r<.in rtin
ngbi xudng gifi'a d/rm chi6n si. Anh B&;, Ilulrc lit(c nhin
vb phil anLr Siiu 'fhi6n, rn{\'nt!t nhSn trdn trfln tu tlntrg
nti rd l6n). Nguo'i chay'rir cudi ctng lA unh Siiu thi0n
nlyhi' Anh bAo cho rngi uguoi bicit: bonchting bhtdhu
khoanh xi Nhon IIo'r, xAr. < khu trir rndt >. Nghc xorlg,
moi nguo'i hoing htit nhin nhau, rbi ctrng lQi ra bia lri
nhin vE xom. 'lirng doin xt nha hinh ndi <Iudi nhau chin-
din db xu6ng nao d:i3' liiiur gui, trrr sit, tru xi-nrirnq.,.
Cdi xdm trong li\nh rrra l.,it giuclirrr{ Iirrr trong ltui cAt.
'It{v cfluh rir, chting tr)i d;int bi quarr ltrdt sr. Can b0
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muCin tim lir r-(ri din, nirLtr.rg cri iri chring ngdn chin
hor\i r-rhrr triv lhi luru siro rtliv ? Clrring tdi nghi rtlrit' \'ltv,
tirrit lir lriiv rltui silc. (lhi rnilv ncin' suu, c6 ngrro'i lr'ong
xonr la titn rhr'rng Lr)i. I)r) Iir 0ug 'l'tr (.]'.rirrr, druI nqoui
cta itnlr llirrn drir-. ()ng -f nn,li ro'i chrin,-i Lr)i: - <'fui nri
tinh ltrir ltnh enr ttL trgoAi n:rr'. ki6tr nhtr gan cir trr hh6i
ntroc viil'. Nhrrng kitr)n{ tl u'ot'rlliu: hi <:on dri tinh cr:rch
nrirc rtnh enr lrii' r'o xrlrr-r rt\i. .\nh ent hiiv dcri tcyi mria
Ittlt t'lrin,.

llua lrirrt cltin 1tyi. [-tia nrrur tlo lr[rrrg t;rrii cir, ci chnh
rldng rirng ruc tlr)ng tluit srr'{rllsi nr.,t. \irrlng lria nlm
d<l lil:dng rb drlo'c tiri lrb riil ,rlu\ nr)ng. )[oi lrtrbi sing,
miii tt't-r'i chtrir len kh6i neon da tlu't)'i cita rlinlt dng [1b,
trr)ng drin trons xonr nhift loat tiLa ra ribrrg, ta5- JiEm tav
hai rleing coi hrirn h6'lIiur, vrra ltr loi rr"rr)r'rg lr\ rirp xu6nq
git liltl. ()hiing nr{r'chiic, nhirng Jrd lrirr triu hqt rlit niinr
giiing tlcln lro' L'ur)ng, uhirug [hri'u rrrr)ug liin lu'crt chi con
tru lai giic lri. 'flo'i dri'ng trrra, rbi rd <'liiitu. Ohrhng tdi
l'a hit- rr(oiri llia lr{ ngr)ng nhin, chi mons.l ihiia rniin phhn
rrao lr)ng l<huo khiit nho'nhurr{ ctia ctrting tdi lriiv lAu
thdi. IItt lrtri <lt'i rIAu trrrn ngon cAy rbi, vir nOng ditn
tlarrg glL nhirng tliii'a ruQng cniii crulg. Chring l.ni chi
con d<l'i trr)'i slrp tdi lt\ tril sr\ ng6i lro giii lrorig i1t nii'a
thdi. Nhtrng vtia i[rc nhfr'nrl {iar n:"rng citii cirrg vta tt"rt,

ndng tlin b6ng buirng lilrn hiri tdc cltav vAo vo'i chitng
tdi. Ddi bdn gilp nhau [rt1n nhii'ng bir tltit nt\y, ti trolg
lric chung tdi chrra liip hi6u ra sao, ho x<)ng cldn chung
t0i, cri' mQt ngtro'i c{p rnQt ngtroi, bo ch[rng tdi vdo
nhfrng tfiur lom hi'n sin, viic chnl' tli...

Lhn do chlrng tdi rttro'c tlLltr tr6'r'b rortr nhu vily 116

nrfi,r, anh d. li<.rn lirrh tlbn Siiu Co sau tlti co phriL hir;n
rir drrcrc. Nhrrng khr)n'; con kip nCr,r. chfrng tOi tlii lai
ir-rtr viro co sri', lroi.rt tlt)n1... Oh(rrtg chi cr) ciin lrli tiugc
nhfl'rrg bi lua ur'.rn ir[ n3orrl bu rtrt)irg ttrOi...
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'lruidd ttii riii. ^\nh l3Jr-v'llhri'c co tir-r-c,ri rl6ng lrb, noi:
-- 'fa l6n tlu'irni4 tiriri.
-- Ittii srro n['l'1- (lo l.iirnq lriri.
-- Sao c{i gil'
-- lt[y auh ltoil[ ttQng rtt litm sao?'l'rtrirc tl6 citrrt

vuj Irtc Irrg'ng nlttr rii-r', rniiv ttnh lli clttirtq t{itnh tr5';
hiirn mi?

lrnh llar''fhtrc nltin anh crhidn sT Iilir hoi voi vr3 tir)

luo'ng ciia ngrrni lo'n ttrbi tirng trii:
-- Nhturg sarr d6 thi khr{.c..\trit pllfr; ltir;t, satt nlrttltq

ch,rvQn nhtr vqiv ruinh cdng tin ttriing bti con ltrllt, rlgtttrr:
lai bt\ con cring... - lfbi anlr c:u'iri lirt, clti tav rtittt: '-
Anh buQc yi'rt com ctro chirt, mi; h0i ntr'(rc mit ctia dbng
bi\ o dr) nghen.

rlhien sI cu'o'i 6n Ao, vui vii rlti'ng tliir' <li;n siip hang
th,'o nhirrrg lrtr d?[t. Clttit satr, <kln li ttir thanh mirL hr'rng

dlii bu6'c rluu tnf,t ch(rng t<)i. Anlr [Jri-v'l'lrti'c chi gidri
tir Qu vr-r'i Lr)i vit unlt Stitt l'hi6tr t[rrtq citidn sI urot. Eirv
lA ti6u dQi tlLLiing l;han Iliiirg Srrn mr)[ minh mtit ti6ir
li€1diirltplrkbpr s16t r16t n,143' vrii nrr)t cdnlr qu:in l,Ii,
cudi cirng hdt rltln, rl{1r g[i' s[rir{, chi drrng ltlu rlan tlhuh
tung vito gifr'a dt)i hiuh clrirng, chuv thorit tltrrvc. I)riv li
tlnh srit vi6n l)irrh Yrir llitin hon hai rnrtoi ruin'chrur
ni m trorrg chi klrn gi4rc, irn ngii lrron trong lrai linh, quan
sat nghiCn citrt tkju tirng chrin to' kd t<ic moi hoilt tl6ng
ci a chirng, cutii cing ra rlAn tlt;'rr vi vt\o tliinlr tli6t trou
cl i khn hcrn ha trflm tdn, do'n vi khdng 116 rtrr)t qiot mliu,
Diylir -v th lit lltrili tsa, ngrriri <iI tirrio birng vci thuo'ng
nrinh i'a biurg vil thtro'ng dbng rtr)i. DAv In tb tlu6'ng
i6 nriii niron Ld Y[n tXp, [e\n unh dii ghi rao sb vaug
n'rf,'ng chie(n ttrfrrg l,rn il l][rr BAng, Nha I)6. I]0ng Tr.ang.
Dff1- lAxrrth[r Nguy0rr Srrn vtj'i nrrro'iliim phrit s[triu khOng
giat rlidl. rnrroi iiirrr chitic tinq. Hiiv li hdc phir vidn l}tri
\iiln Lf i, div Id ciriCn si r:'Jnt liinh IIor.iug \',.irr \11hirr...
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- VI dAy ln ti6u dQi tru&ng tiBu di)i xung kich L0
Hbng D:ing, n{rro'r... }:i thuong nhii}u nirr'r:- cir.r do'nvi. -Anh Iliy 'f ruc vui v6 cri rn0t chiil si i;gtriri cao ciong
d6ng, 6nr, triin'4 n.lu con gai, khOng inrrng sring chi
mirng l.hir phiro - Ii, Jiin3 oi, ciiu dd dd,n ctuo'c hdt cac
vdt. thuo',rs' tlc\n nguoi cLua?

Anh chidn si quay lai cuo'i vi-r'i ctung t0i, dtip lo'i anh
Biy Tht'c:

- Chtra anh Biy e. Tdi dii drinh sau uhy vq t6i no
d6m cho t,rOi.

H:rni; quin dd ra kh6i cl6m ln. 'f* chin trd'i, mAy den
dtn ldn che-ri-rn c rflt ci mdt phia b\u trryi bao hiOu sfp
co mQt con mna lo,r. Gio birt diiu th6i manh, viri gigt
mua rot trdn ni,n, vai do chi6n si. A;ih Biy Thuc xoe
tay hnng m$t giot nu6'c mua vao gifia long ban tay,
lhm biim:

- Ivlma nhrr vh,v titlp c$n flri l.6t l5m. Trrii aiup minh
dfly t

Alh Situ' Tiririu ctztug lrilrr l3,irru suy ugiri riiEu gi
b6ng gop vho :

- Phii cto anh l3Ay A, thiOn tho'i, ciia i-o'i, nhcrn hda
ta ttil c6 dir. Gio' cli coa nd lrrc chir quau cira ta n&a
th6i.

- CAi rlo ruoi li\ ciriuh .. Ba con ta ugay nay d{u
tranh niru tl-rd niro rbi?

- TOi tii liO an,r.r3.re c'ini'lln dr-\i cLLl iiitrir ciring tdi
rI[ rniin tr:i lrr-r rn,.)t vti la Lro c]:u'.r?

- il0nr riry tCi cri gi"rp anh riiu.

- I'li.li. Thrdi ir, da irijt sii.l.

- Nuung t(,i. hii arri-t cix.t3.'.n l-,it con kie?

- Guy go iiiin. Tirir.ng Nhiir"r li, nri.,t i'a mdt chtt rbi
thut lrr0n. Sau d6 no n;oau. cti cho dani iinh ra da-o,h

dgir ltir con.

ln



- Tui ndv dA.m thrich lhfrc v0i dAn xd Nhcvn Hda thi
tt 6t khdng khdn chrit nio.

- Phiri, gicr ta chi con hop dbng cho thiit [n khctp
n ia th6i. Anh cho ciu llicln di vo'i tdi dHng nAy mQt
clLut nghen.

- Chi vay?

- Thi... cfing nhu anh ngil, xtt'a vay m4... Oho cdu
dlr hi6u x6m ling minh hon mQt chtit...

- Anh n6i chir nghTa gi nghe rirc r6i vay? Nhtrng
th6i duo'c, mi6n ld anh lri c{ru iiy vii ciro t6i trttrrc gitr
ni) sirng.

- AnLr dung lo, rong vi6c cqiu [y sE iray vb nhtt chint.
Anh l3iy Thtlc hlt tay chirng tiri, diin t6i lhn nfra phii

trl vE di6m tqip kdt ctung hen rbi n6i rludi tireo hhng
qrrAn. NIua b6t clhu ntlrng hQt, nhung hQl mut rcri chdnh
cbtSch, loang lohng Ir'ong 'lirn t6i. Fliurg qurin phut chdc
dg bi6n mdt sau man nrua, chi d6 tai rnQt vach sang
dii trdn bo ru6ng. Con lai hai ngtttri, tdi h6i anh Sdu
Tlridn:

- Dqi du kich d[ lam gi tqi no hh anh Siru?

Anh Sau Thidn khdng tta lbi t6i, n[m tay tdi, noi:

- il{inh cli le lai {cip l)ir con di. Ngoii d6 mtri li tr4n
di r chinh.

lhirng t6i hins clbng chay di. Chi mt)t chdrt sau quhn
5ro cLfng t6i tlii trdt stng. Tdi lanh run t:hm c{p, tru6'c
t6j, anh Sfu Thicrn vfrn chn5'hirng bLng, crii khirn rHn
& cb qit+t liit phqit dtrtri gi6. iidy den dd trtm kin ci
,tEn trd'i, chi con lai mQt qoc phia tAy, sao dbn lai moc
thrrnh tirng chom. Nuo'c dring ngap ruQng, chfry r6c rich
qua cac bo. Tung tring sf,rn kdo dAi r0,r run c& mit
psr)ng, thinh thoing m6t l.ia chop loe IOn soi 16 duo'ng
ch ing t6i di. Qua hai cAnh dbng rQng, lQi qua mQt bung
nuoc sAu tdi ngqc, chung t6i tdi con duong cai lon
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chay dirn thfrng vb hudng tl6n thing Nhi6u. Lric d6
an,r Sau 'l'hi0n mtyi n[m tay tOi di charn tai, k6 cho tdi
nghe.

- Ciu co nhd chtrvtin lI! voi quAy cau thrn vung
khdng? I(hdng bidt sao bdng dung tOi ra cluo-c kd phA
tui n6 khoai quri nhu v{ry. 'fdi dern chuyQn d6 n6i
vo'i thing cha fu Nghi6u, thi'rng cha cu tdi : < t dttng
laur hu cha n6i. Itfii tral vur)t, tr.ri nrinh di &tt hdt).
Tdi mo'i vdn quhn drra hai currur chAn cho thing cha
coi : - < I)Ay ne, hbi nirrn nirrn siru bi chrii-rg bft nh6t
hhm t6i, tdi dAm dung mi6ng chai kh{c chirn, thiro
cdng, lrb nrai ngoi tr'6n di. Tdi c<; lam ftu hay khdng ? >

Td ra thi"rng cha chi nhdt cai rrric\ng thdi cflu cri, toi
chr'rng xdc vAo cdng viQc thi gan li li nhim le hdt suc.
Chi m<)t lat, th[ng cha dd ch41' quo rlir chl t5i hcrn ba
muoi bg atb linh, noi: < DAy ni, loi phiri libtr dua con
ve' clrng cira tfii di ra chq ftiryQn < binh vqin > moi c6
ducrc dri. Giil Iam gi nira d;i1'?r.'fdi ra linh: .- <Anh
lqra mQt trim$ dQi du kich cho hAn tlb linh do vd hdt
di, cdrr anh thi bi.rn db sT qnan... Anh dong vai thXng
trung uy Nhi6u do nghcn. 13iit kep did'., thi,6c thcrm hut
coi ducrc hhdng cha nQi? Coi ldy xo muop chir sach hai
bin chAn phcn di. Lai nhA bi Hai Trhu xin vai qirdicau
thm vnng... ) Rbi tdi rrdi ra ki cfia tdi, ai nfly dbu khdng
nhln dug'c cno'i. Nhung tdi nghi€m nit mf,t n6i: -
< Minh lam du.2'c viQc niy ld h6 trq duqc rdt nhiE'u cho
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vi(c d{'a trenh cfra bi corr mi.nh, vi cfing giup enh em
minh chidn ddii ngodi hir tlB db m6'o. Vi6c hG trgng llm
do anh qrn d >. Anh ern di ,'bi, toi clt'ng ngbi khOng ydn,
chic chtic lai chay ;'a bi;r x.im rrgong ahin. Chi chirt
sr.i',, co tidng sring 116. Rbi ehut s:ra nfra lhiing cha 'l'u
Nghic'rr clra)'r'8, cuoi r;riQrt.'j I'Qng d$n tfln mzrll{ tai: -
q l ui Mf voi thlng Niii6ur dang b6n chi chi5t nhau
ng:Ai d(r rr.

* [I5;'6nh lim sro vd5'?

- Thi tc)i dn noi voi cr;'.r li chi c6 do mdy rpAy cau
thrn vung tirdi mr\. Tu i,ighie'., tliru trung ddi du kich b{rn
db linn, 1;i6. lAnr tr.ri thfrn,4 Niriiu, tri'a luc t.rt\'i nha nhem
t6i vac mi[;v ci'.,ay c;,;r ilnr vLrrig de(n choc phA tui ]VIg. .-
<<f), tlei cAy ngon cira Yiit N:rrn r1iy, dn khOng'?> NIdy
ch: du liich ciia minh chi rniiy qrAy car., lii;,. giqng mfri
xi xb noi vui tui n6. Tui Mf rlucrng l/rc thiSu trAu bo
dn, lai buc bQi vi bi trri thfing NhiSa chgc phd nhibi:r.

lhrr 'r-u'; qiia, x0irg ra li]n, r'6i cti cilrt stru 6r'l ,rfi,i nr'ing
nb sung. tlti kich chi chr) c6 v$y, nb tr& l4i libn, sau d6
ni:am huirng dbn thri:rg i'ihi6u ch4y di...

.- Tui Mi rucrt theo, riri thhy tcrchrlng hu d& nhau?

.- Cflu dodn gi6i thiet.,. Chtrng ta trvi rbi dAy I

rlhung tdi de di il6t-. cuiSi con rlutrng cni. Ed lifit rlhu
nghe ti6ng ngud'i n6i ctruyQn Iilo xFro. Dubi nhri"ng ltrm
cA1, mua u6t nh6u nhf,o. nh'lin bdp lfra nbi l$n d6 rlng
sarr rnin mua. I\{ra vdn ,:on n}ing hQ t, qudt vao mf,i
chdng tdi rAt r+t. I{0t tiri r:Jrol, }6e lcli: soi rd m$t tdng
cA I 0 m6i, la ru:r !,in tirn" trc--i:g con mua, hdn drrcri c6
mot mii ui-16:rg che tain iro. Trong m,1-i ni-lOng,16 nh6
nhibu nguo'i du'ng i-rgiii {o ro, c6 !B tla,:g n,iu nrroilg
bfia 5n t(ii. [{?t 6ng liro n,3bi clibm h&rn ;rria tror:g nfra
ngodi brrm tay che 6id ct! rliit mdt rlitlu thudc, n6i vong
sa rg ltm cfly b6;r cilnh,: -- ( TOi tinh minh s$ug d[ ghn
he;L dbi rbi, nghcn anli Riy".. >. Ti6ng urQt bA ldo qutit
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m&n6; dAm tr6: - < Trcri cri chuyQn giac gifl vui vd gi
dAu tui bAy cri, sao khdng chiu ngbi ydn cho kh6e khdng
bi6t nrla ). Ve Ong lflo ti6p: - < ... 'fu&ng le dA bidt
droc nhibu chuyQn, td ra li chua bieit chi d6 anh I3iiy
i ). 0 mQt lum cAy khdc, n{m ba chi phu nri tay I'rm

con vua A oi ru vila chuvda vdn ri rhm vcri nhau, ti6ng
thanh thanh vlng vfrng trong nrra. Sau do co ti6ng con
nit kh6c lin vo'i tidng cuoi kliuc khich. Tui tr6 nit r?[t
60ng, l{o nh6o trong cac IEu. Chdc chdc lei co rlrta chay
loAng ra ngodi mua kh0ng bidt d6 kim gi. Duoi nrQt bui
c&y trAm bhu c6 hai dua con nit dang clung chia nhau
nEm com irhio nrr<vc mrta. Chring tdi to'i truo'c mQt l6u
c5 r2il tlong tlri tr6 nil. Anh ljiru Thiil d['ng lai h6i
vgng vao:

- PhAi nhd chi Ba Duo'c iiAy lihirng?

- TOi dAy. Ai d6?

- 9"g Ttr Q'.ron {r dAy chi ll:r ?

- t) tudt phia trOn... Nhung ai d<-r?

- I6i dily, Sa.r I'hi€n d:iv.
.- (la anh Situ d6 hA? Troi tldt!
Chi Ba Du'6c giAnr birn loch bi.rcir chav ra vua qudn

lai rlhu tr.ro srit xb. Irong tldm tiir duoi corr mua thrn t5.

mir m{t chi cfing vAn c16 ri'ng ldn:

- YO cldy mQt chut anh SAn, bi\ coir tr.ri tdi Clang mong
anh qui tro'i. Sut5t mdy ngiry r'.ri' unh di rlAu?

- Toi 6'day rhoi.

- 0u v,i'y trirf Yfy ai dAu c(r biit, itt&ng diru...
Bir IIai 'l'rhu butrc rit nat chi il.r i)trcr.r:

- May ttr6'ng sao? Hbi niro thiinq i)iern kb rnay chim
sat cB no, n6 c6 b6 bir con rninir nrli,r'nt\o ktrOngch<r?

E6 le mOt bit cu gia nhn & diii, xoin sdng r b lghb
trbng trhu, q'.ltnh nitm su6t thirnl; lhn qt,it trong \-uon
trh.r hhdng ai thdy. IJa FIai 'I'riiu ciri < nbi vai tro > lrong
nhirng luc nAy. l(hOng db chf Ba Ducrc kip n6i gi, bA
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lOi tudt anh S{u Thi6n vAo trong lbu, kdo anh n{bi xudng
<Iur tay ro rnEt mfii tay cirAn anh, tu'6'ng nhtr lAu l6rn
rbi bn nr(ri girp:

-- VAy lA su?it m0[v ngiv riv miir' 6'clAy roi bA con hir
Serr? tr, phfri vi1' rnoi tl.ro'c. Choi voisrins tlan cira thirn.;
Nhi6u, bi con dAu co sg', chi so' l& Iam clitil gi sai stft
kh)nq co mirv & b6n chi bi6u thi thiet la hqi. MAy 5n
co'n ciruu?

'- Da c,on [n rbi.
- H6 chua thi ldy phhn ccrm cria tao tlAl' rni [n, tao

khdng doi ttriu.'Iao noi Ih chi sry [Am dibu gi sai sot...
I{iri sring nd;,'lrhc con vtr lhXng Etrti'c bi rndt th{ng linh
d{p mQL bhng sirng ti qui xn6ug tao thidt qujnh qu6
ki 6ng bidt phir lirm gi. Chuvdn < quAn suir cira ttti. biy
cci v{y rnir d6, chi c6 vi0c giucrirg sirng lin b6p co... Cdn
dir:g nay thi phii itn n6i ur lirrr sao ciiy? Tao m<ri nghi
gqu trorlg brlnq nltu vhy: Ldrtg rninh lgaS'tftfrng thicit
n1,hl sao n6i vii,, nuoc chAy ch5 tr[ng co vigc chi rni
sq'. Tao liiln buryc tcri drlrng cin tru0c hc2ng sirng thXng
lirrh, 16 phip lQt khirn xuting noi: - < Sao c&u lai dfnh
no? Ntr cfing nhu vcr cArr & nht\ viv thdi mh, cfrng lir
drrn bA mhn [n chflt phac ctrcy d[ larn gi n€n tQi ? > Th[ng
li rh coi b0 con hung hirng l[m, n6 ]iat tai tao : - < I(h6ng
llm gi hl? \Id1'bt\ nghe lcri trri ViQt cQng xui l6n dAy
< Ifiu tranh chinh tri > vtyi tui tdi rntr n6i li khOng lnm
g hi ? >. Tao lAm b0 ngr'r nghn noi: - < 0i, ddu tranh
c;ii gi tIAu?.Ai xui tui trii? Ri con tui t6i lOn dAy chi
c;it n6i vdi 6ng trtr6'ng dbn larn o'n th& dr\m con chAu
Th[m... TQi nghi6p, con nh6 n6 hibn hcyn thoc cdu cri,

ct I .ddn clt cd gn nt-r con khr)ng d6m. N6 dd k)m gi dAu mA
bfrt giam n6? O doi ldy clirc mir dong, n6n tr.ri tdi n6i
vri Ong tru&ng dbn... > Tao cu bfm lid[ ldy thfinq linh
d6, hdt << bir con mhn [n ttri tdi ) trri ( con ch{u ThElrr
hiDn hcrn th6c >. MQt hbi thdy hgng sung cia no dfr hcri
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xu0i xudng, vi gigng noi nghe tlit irr'r't choi tai: - o L"
t6i kh6ng Aari, nfi'r,, nhung mdy bir cfrng clung x6ng-tdi
nfra A ngtl"t ? > 'Iao m#i nghi illrrg : - ( 'I'hOi rfly cflng

du'crc rbi, tiu'o'c chirL uito llay chirt dy >' 'f ao larn nhu
viy c,-r dring khong hi S[u?

-- Da .ltlng l[m. Ph&i pirirn hoa chtng ra, th[ng nio
hibn tinh thco hidn, lirr{ng nro dit tinir theo dfi'.

- U', tro cirnq nghi nhtt vi11'. Anh cm binh si ngud'i
ta cf,ng li ddn luqng khdng pirii [c 6n trdl diu, phii
lua lo'i phii trai mir noi vo'i ngutri ta.

Bi Hai 'frhu cho't nhin thliy tdi, kiu l6n:

- f3o thHng Hidn do hir con? tIAy lai diry m{ bi6'n
coi ne.

TOi hnuc di. Ili Hai Trhu Crnr tdi vio ldug, dua tay
vu6t toc tdi rbi lt6ng sut sit khoc:

_. NI6i bubi sang th{v hai dira di choi v6i nlau,
bubi chiEu mQt dua di bi b[t. Tro'i rldt sao con dung
thu chi cAi quAn ac dQc v&y kh6ng bidt nfra.

Chi Ba Duo'c rlitng ng-oii noi xeu vAo:

- Ciu FIi6n dtng lo chi l[m, bii con quydt deo ridt
dAy d{u tranh cho tdi khi nio thXng Nhi6u chiu th&
cO Th[m rno'i th6i. Luc luqng minh ddng nhu vhy thd
nio n6 cfing so'.

Ba Hai Trhu duoc dip nat chi Ba Dudc n&a:

- Lo bubn cAi gl? NIny tu6'ng n6 chi nghi toi n6
thOi sao? Eo may coi, hbi n6 bi b[t...

Chi Ba Duoc cubi:

- Thi f chAu mudn n6i, lrucrc h6t cflng li vi cdi
chung...

Chi dua mflt nhin rngi nguo'i v6 bEn lEn, r6i gipi mirt
rAo dua corr nh6 clang im trdn tay. Eua nh6 gi{t minh
kh6c thdt lOn r6i chc.rt nin b[t, m& trdn hai mHt nhu
hai hQt nhln nhin mgi ngutri. 

t
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Iihibu nguoi n&e tu tront cr{c lum cAy trim Ao toi
chq y ra. Co ai dem ddn rndl cAy dudc, vir tidng ugutri uoi :

-- SXp tdi bn con iui tdi con < tru:c diQn > vdi thXng
Nhi6u lhn niia, anh co diin th,irn gi khCrng, anir Sau?

. Ilggn dudc chAy lqt phul, n6 ldc x0o dtrcvi nuoc mtra.
Anh sf,ug lAp loe tr0n nirfi'ng lihi.rdn in{t thm nAu udt
rdrrg nuoc mua, chi6u d6 tr€n nirir,g cflp mh1 sdng 16,
h6 t huc cho dcri. Anh Siur 'fhitin btr<-r'c lin mQt go ddt
cao dua tay vu6t nu6c mrra trOn mijt.

-- Thua bi con, vua qua ta dE clhnh xAp vdi thXng
Nti6u mOt tr&n rbi. Thiurg Nhi0u l,htli rn4t, tui linh
hung hin rbi cudi cirng cirng xuCri silrng, v{y ln buoc
dhu ta dd th5ng lcri... Nhu'ng cdn n{dy mri, ngr\y m6t...
bA con ta nhdt dinh sE con g{p nhibu kho khln, gay go
hon n&a. Thlng Niiidii ndy lihOng tbiiiu nhfi'ng tro
x6o quyQt, d6c hi6rn dAu... Dt sao bir con ta cu' mOt
lo,rg dodn kdt, kiin quytit clflu tlanh la ctuo'c... Ph&i
chdng chirng tcri currg, kirCng duo'c nhucrng mQt brrcrc
nio h6t. IJd c.hirnq rnu6n b[t ai t.hi birt, gidt ai thi gidt
sao? Cii thcri chung mu6n lam muii lirnr gi6 gi thi lam
dE. qua rbi...

Anh S{u Thi6n dd bfrt clhri lo'n tidng, cac mach miu
I !. . A a. k6 mErt vi c6 n6i v6ng ldn:

- ... Cni tirui chlrng vur hi6p vq .nguoi ta vira mb
hrrng moi gan chbng nguo'i ta di qua rili. CAi thd'i
cluing mudn bdi den nhA ai thi h(ii dli qua rbi. Briy giO'

li luc cirirng phiii tri lni n(.)' rniu. Bny gio lA ltc
clrung ta gidnh Iai quybn sdng. Co thoi nio chrlrng
ta duqrc dung gi5.ng tay tnro'c m[t chung nr] h6i
t( i nhu vhy kh6lg ? Bao nhi€u nlm rbi, bao nhidrr
ngily sdng cay dirng, cqc nhgc, bao nhidu rnhu dd 116,

c.ich mang moi duir duo'c ta diin ddy. Y:i), sdng chdt gi
trr ciing ph&i du'ng l+i deiy. Thr nhin rna xcm, nhdr nio
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kh6ng c6 trng, ai lA ngtriri iiirfrng c6 n6i udt itc, hon
clm trong ltxrg'/ Vqy thi ta con di rIAu nfr.a, cdn con
duo'ng uao lihic nira...

Tidng anh Sau Thi0n rii mi[t l?ip trcng ti6ng rnua. Bi
con clien ddn dung chf,t cfi mgt khoing iltrtrrrg. NIua
vf,n con xdi xi nbi nucrc tring x6a. r\IQt inh chdp loe
ldn soi rd nhii'ng khu6n rnrlt vo'i anh rn5t sting long
lanh irncrng vb iriria an: Sru I'hi0n. ll$t tr)ng s6m nbi
lCn nhu xi k:r0ng khi, h6t nhfi'ng giot mua dong trin
Li cAy roi xu6ng lQp dQp. Tidng anh Siu lhi6n lai nbi
l6n, nghe vlng vflng diu xa lfic:

- ... Thfing Nhi6u... th5ng kh6n nan... tay gi6t ngu'oi
no con d6, no chay di diru...

MQt co'n mua n&a d6 t0i nhu trLit ntrdc. Tdi bi lf,n
tu6i ia phia sau khdng con nghe anh Shu Thidn n6i gi
nfi'a. IJSng tdi thdy anh Sau Thien chen ddn tim t6i, m{t
d6 nhu ho' lfra:

- Bay gid cflu dfng l6n noi it loi voi ba con di.
TOi hoing hdt:

- TOi bi6t nr-ri gi bny gi<r? T6i co gi tlAu mA n6i?
Anh SAu Thiin nflrn tay tdi lOi di. gii.rn tlff':

- Sao l;ti lihdng c6 gi? Cdu dd bi chiurg bfit giam
dAnh cho tr6i chdt, rbi tu trong ltrtg chung tl6nh bung
ra... Gitr ciru lai s5p dtroc du' mdt tr.in d*ltrh io'n nlra...
Ciu hi6u thXng giitc nhu thd ntio? Cr.ru lui'a gi vdri

bi con?
Tdi bi anh SAu Thi6n l6i ddn go c1dt. Rro c.on mrlt

dang ci6 ctbn vb tdi khidn tOi kh0ng con trlnh v:\o cliu
duqc. 'l'di clirng y€n dcjn mdy pirtt, ngtro'i nong brlng,
cudi ctrng mo'i iip irng noi ctug'c:

- Thua bA con, miiy nXrn truoc ddy co lhn tOi bi trti
thing Do'i bft giarn trong d6n Sdn Co... N6 df, n6i vo'i
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, t6i tlitttg yin ddn m?i11 phtit

tdi nlrtt vhy: - < Tao dd tnm gi mA c[ xfl tui b0y thrl
gh,!t tao d& va)', tri 6ng bn giA cho to'i du'a con nit?>.
'Chr nin cai thing tuy 6c dn v4]', n6 cirng so'...

Iiao inh mflt lriu- mdn huo'irg vi: tOi nhu khuydn
kh ch khi6n t6i thdy vt'ng brrng hon:
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N6 cdn n6i nhu vhY nfra: - (NQi con Th&m
nhA mdy thri tao cflng b5ng trdm thuoc clflt dd lOn dhu
tao rbi. Ndn tao bi6t tao chi con sdng chdt vbi cai dbn
nAy nt'a th0i ).

B5ng ch6c nhfrng chuydn rua cfi dbn ddn khi6n tinr
tdi thht lai;nucvc mht chi chtrc trao ra. Qnhn ao tOi ttot
sflnq nhung nguoi tdi lai n6ng ran. Nggn dudc tnric
m[t tdi nhoe thinh mdt 6nh Ifra d6, dam ddug bir cou
thAnh rnQt hhudn rn{t duv nl'ni't rtang nhiu i6i mim cuo'i.

- ... Tirua bd con, vb pirhn t6i, tdi khdng quin ngiry
nlo 6' dbn SAn Co, hic thing l)oi rlem tdi ra... Bi\ con
dd thuo'ng tdi 15m... Ndn lAt nfi'a dAy trong tr'f,n chidn
ddu, tdi xin hita sE hdt suc gan d4...

Toi hhdng con noi ducrc n&a: tin t6i ctua ra, cQng vdi
su xuc dOnq vdn co tr.t ti'tr6'c, dam ddng dr)y lc\n nhu v&
cho. Nguo'i ta chcn ddl, ai cfrng rnudn duoc n6i vcvi ttii.
Dd.m tr-6 chua niin ducrc tay tdi thi chua chiu roi ra.
Tim tdi nhtt bb rn, nucrc mi,t bat chiry giin girla khdng
kEm duo'c. Tdi dti'ng chdt trAn, nitr khdng cdr anh S{u
Thic\n ddnl0i t6i xLrdng tdi khdng biit phiri lAm sao.

- Ta xong rbi. Gio ta di lai g{p 6ng ngoai ci-ru di.

Ong ngoni tdi chotrng {o toi ngbi trdn m6t go ddt, bdn
b6n nuoc mua ngap linh lhng. D[rn con nhi chi lJa Duryc
dang ho hdt nhau cXng m<)t rni6ng niJdng, don bdp n€fu
nucyc cho dng ngo4i tdi. ilri'a lon iliLng ngoiri mu:r chrn
mQt r;oc miring ni-ldng thdt b&o du'a nho mq)t cach oai
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vQ:-rI(i6m tao so.'i dAy, 19l6n khdng tao k6u thXng...>
llua lot lQp dOp trOn tf,m lto toi, va 6ng ngo4i tOi ngbi
y€n nhin cISm rIIm ra ngoAi rnua. Anh SAu Thi6n ngbi
xudng b6n 6ng ngoai t6i, h6i ngay:

-- hlgt lhnr, hi 6ng Tu?
-- tr.
-- ChuyQn rn?iv ngiry rdy ra sao ?
Ong ngoai tdi khong tra ld'i, lrlc trong gi6 xAch dua

ra rnQt don bAnh tdt:
-- I{ai tlira bAy dn di. Con vg'thing DuOc bbng con

tlOi mua dern ddn cho, nhung tao c6 bidt ddi di6c
gi r rin.

Anh SAu 'fhiOn khuy€n:
-- ChuyQn rbi cfing xong th6i, 6ng Tu a.

fao vAn bidt vdy, nhung chuydn rninh minh
phli lo.

-- Thiing Nhi6u nt\y xio quyet dfr'liun...

-. Tao dE tinh sin trong bttng hdt rbi, n6n chua ttvi
cri'a dbn tao dd cheu lin tli dhu. N6 cfing d[ m& rQng
cfta ch<v sirn tu hbi nio. 'I'hfiy tao, n6 lQt n6n n6i giang
nggt xot: - ( Xin l5i, 6nq 'l'u vi bi con t<vi dAy c6
chuyQn chi vfly?> Tao dAtr db chiu thua, r'Qi drip Iai
libr : - < IJa, cht'rc dng tnrS'ng dbn cfing biit Lruoc rbi,
bi ,ron trri tdi loi diry cflng chi cdt ban chuyin con ch6u
Thi m... TQi ngniep, corr ntr6 n6 khOng quen & dbn &
bot 6ng r\ ? > Cai thiing chri 116 n6 con lArn br) ngo ngac
h6i:- <Con nh6 nr\o?r Vila luc d6 ct-r tidirg sung nb
ngoi\i bdi co S.in Cir, tao giir clo lSng nghe rbi noi: -
< I}. thirng IIi tfi dtiy linr nhibu chuyQn l6n xdn quri.
Onr;biet. rieng II! nho dng noi lai v6'i tui n6 Id b6 c{i
tro ruo.'t con ghi ngoAi dbng c1i nghen. N{dy Ong dri gi
cfing lir nguo'i Vi6t voi nhau, ba con tui tdi moi trri rIAy
noi phfii trrii nhu vhy, cho tui no md IAm cAn nhtr vAy
c6 ngAy bh con tui t6i thi m4ng do... r Tao n6i vfy nd
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vdn nhon niron c6i mf,t, cuoi n6i, - < Ong Tu nghe loi
ba thXng Vi6t c6ng n6i v{y ch6 M} vdi trri tdi tuy h:ri
mA le mOt do nghen... > Khdng db n6 noi hdt, tao cirdp
h6i libr-r: - < Ydy sao nghe hbi sAng nAy dng vo'i tui n6
bin nhau? > Choc dring ch5 y6u, thfing Nhi6u db quau :-
r Ba cai thXng Mf say d6 6ng oi. Nhung tui tOi ctrig
<< [n thua dri > voi chung cha sq sao ? Trri no gi6i n*m
phoi lung ngoAi d6, dA rbi bi b0 dQi YiQt cQng drinh coi
c6 chn tdi tui tOi khOng >.

Anh SAu Thi6n cu<ri n6i:
: No db qu4u nhu vdy lA duqc rbi.
[L Nhung thXng ndy cflng kh0ng vua dAu, n6i xong

n6 bi6t ho vQi noi l6ng sang chuy€n khAc ngay, lOi vu
con ThEm dflm trong thucrng thlng linh cria n6 ra db
dga tao. Tao mcyi n6i: - o 0og hi6.r dirm cho, d6n con
sf,u con kidn chlrp bEt n6, n6 con c[n cdn chich nfra
1A... r N6 vQi n6i : - < Phi.i rbi, n€n tui tOi c6 d;im mhn
gi c0 6y dAu. Tui t6i tiem co 0iy vb dAy nudi cop ngay
ba b&a, chi cdt h6i chirt chuygn thdi... Con chuycn
< c6n, chich >, thi tui tOi nrudn iu thua vtri rnf;y c Oug
nOi > du kich kia. Nhd dng vb uh5n lai loi tui tdi vcri
< mf,y 6ng r...

- N6 nh6u sao ?

- N6 n6i: < C5 mudn thfr suc > thi v6c ba cdi 6ng tre
bfln khi dA vdi b{p dua clo ra r1hy, cho bly cai tro
e ddnh giflc miQng ) ney hoii t6i ng6n l[m >.

- Ngdn, hil he... - Auh Sau Thidrr irit cu't.r'i l6n khoai
shi - N6 ngdn. V0y le drc.rc ri)i drry Trr A.

Bdn ngodi, dAm con chi Ba l)uo'c ctir nbi du:gc bdp
lfra, dang vAy ltiy tdi:

- Anh sEp <dqr trfn> hir anh Hi0n?
.. 

P, r,,mdt qudn sq mi.

- U... nhung tui n6 ddng kh0ng?

- Nhibu biug bhy vit tAu cfra Ong Tu v6y.
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-- Ha ha, vdy Ii phen nAy anh ngon rbi nghen. Cho
em theo vryi ?

-- Thco lnm gi?
-- Em r16t khi de.
-- Trdn niry bhn sung thi6t kh6ng hA.

-- Em lam li6n lac.
-- A... C{c rnfii ncu'iri tt ho'p rlbng nhau [n khdp

linL, kh6i chn lidn lac.
Ctng ngoai tdi va irnh Stlu Thidn vin tidp trrc n6i

chivdn, hai cli6u thLr6c chrrv d6 lqip loe stu mAn mlra:
-- I}\ con Iirm nhu m[r' ngay rdy vay duc.rc kh6ng"

hA SAu ?

-- Dtl, du'crc lhm.
-- J'ao tinh lA kh6 lirm cho' lihdng ph&i d6 diu. Thu

nhrrt li moi sr ph&i ctro thi6t diing ldng, minh mil
lot chot cdi gi thi cfing ctr&ng khAc chi vach ch6 cho
n6 tfln minh. Kd ddn ld viQc n6i nflng phAi cho c6 lj
c6 tinh, phii bi6t luc ndo ndn ctrong, luc ndo n6n nhu.
Nirr tao ngai d:im tr6 nong niry nriit kh6n rni lim
bi1 lHm...

-- Da. Etro'c dung truoc mrjt n6 mil d{u lf cliiu lE
nhrr vfy cffng ld mQt th5ng loi kyn rbi do 6ng Tu i.
Hb nlo chi c6 n6 noi, lir minh phhi nghe theo mir
th6i.

-- Tao cit nghl doi tao ho'n b65, muo'i nlm c6 ufit
ti'c gi thi cflng chi bidt trul l6n dhu vq con. Etrgc sdng
nhrr vhy cfing b[ng cha sanh me d6 lhn thu hai.

fram con chi Ba Etrdc lqi khEu tdi, thi thio:
-- Anh Hi6n, anh di xung kich mQt chcr?

-- Nhut dinh rbi..
-- Anh dm bQc pha bay qua mQt hic hai ba hAng

rAo ch6?
-- Kh6ng, chay th6i.
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- Nlrttng anh d{t bQc phn tiro gifra tui n6 rbi mo'i
gii.rt phrii khOrg?

- [I, ddnh bQc phd thi phtli nhtt viy.

- Anh c6 sq khdng, noi thi6t rli?

- EAu sq duo.'c. La b9 ddi, minh phli dfrng clm chcr-

- U, denh chdt ba tui no hdt di anh Hi6n i.
Tidng 6ng ngo4i t6i:

- Lai dAv Ong ngo4i bi6u coi Hi6n !

T6i bu6'c lai, ngbi vao long 6ng ngoai tdi. Mti mb
hdi, mtri thu6c lA n[ng, mtri nguo'i gin cl tu nguo'i
6ng ngoai tOi quen thuQc qua khidn tdi nao long. Ong
ngoai t6i dua t:ry vudt rlbu dbu trdn t6c tdi, mdt gigt
nudc mua dong & lay Ao chiy xu6ng trAn t6i lanh lanh.
Bdng tdi nghe ti6ng gi nhu tidng n{c khE. TOi nguoc
uhin l6n thi thdy 6ng ngoqi tdi ntroc mft giirn giua.

- Con s[p du trAn voi anh em, hA Ilidn?

- Da.

- Ngoai thuong con I[m, con bidt khdng?

- Dx bi6t.

- Dong ho nhh ta girr chi con m6t minh con... Hbi
con bi b[t, bi giam chm, dinh di.rp, khdng d6m nio
nEoai ngir dtro'c... Ngoai nghi n6u con c6 mQnh hd nio
thi ngoai cfing bubn rhu mA chdt theo con thdi...

- Ngoai dri'ng lo chi cho con I5m, ngoai oi !

- ... Nhung chuyQn nho thuo'ng cfia ngoai li chul'6n
nh6, con chuydn nucvc nhtr ld chuydn lon. NOn chut
nfra diy c6 vao cuQc chidn tl{u thi ph&i cho gan d4
nghen con. Ngoqi dfl n6i do, nhir ta gitr ch&ng con ai,
chi c6 tr6ng c{y vd con... Con hiy cd g6ng a6 abn dap
t4i c6ng o'n cita cdch m4ng... Th6i con di di !

Ong ngoai t0i kh6 dhy tdi ra, ho khE mdy l.idng, rbi
b6ng quay di ngo d6o dac nhu tim ki6m cAi gi. Sau d6
Ong cOit tidng rhy, giADg lac di:
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-- IIri dt'a sao liirdn.; d.n blnh di? Bi6u irn thi Hn,
trri biv ttridt la k-3r.

i'oi l'l-.ro: r'. ncJoiii rnrr{r cdn nghc eing ngo4i tOi n6i
liti b,',u tii gi rEi iro siii: rrua rnr)L thdi tliri. I.irjt- iitrirng
tl-Inq xoa bong hong ntrri'r: rnutr, ridrrr d: hini,i nhu c6
:nQt Srrg l:cng ;ruoc ciri5, b h. XI+t con cirirrr bav lqc
trrrnq rnira c5t i.idng kiu nlhe t.hlm thidt. Anh !-au
Tir.€u siru nfn n1t cirua mu6n ro'i 6ng ngoq"i ioi, li6ng
anlr lin trong ti6ng urua r,ri ri riim:

-- ili danh d:ru, th&ng Nhi6u cAng lbng I6n rlli c16

6n11 Tu' ri,

-- 'I'ao con linir chu,u0n u6 xi s.ring b5n vd bi con
rni.ih iif;'a kia.

-- Dny la rnQt trfln chi6n d?iii cnc kj gay go, c6 khi
mi,rh phii db :nd.u rn#i giinh duo'c th[ng lci.

-- T.,6 cu' ngiri nhu v45': a Trti b:1y b6n chdt tao di
nh rng d?ii ndy tui bAy phii dB lai con chau Laor.

-- t)'v nghi toi cilh cd '-i-hirr:r bi giam chm trong d6...
rr^- .FL**- ._r-- iron tfiani ma chua ra cluoc li tao cdn dit'nc & cria

<Ibtr ttrlno itlt-ri6rr eho ddu chet d.r SAu A.

-- ThDi tui ch6u di... Ong Tu nhd nghen, chung sung
nb... Chi, rnna dfr qud t

1'6i dilu riucrnsi eai. tdi vA anh S{u Thi6u chia tey
nh;ui. lr{ra mtr mit hhdng Lhily drrtrrrg sd gi cfi. llfiy trai
ph.ro stlng tt dbn thiing N;hi6u riA trzii }inh Nfy chi con
di0rn nhfi'ng chSrn ci6 ki mir. IIai l-r0n fiuo'ng, cric i:6p
vIr t',on cTii hla, c5c ci1u cirul'Qn viir cdrr t'tin rnn biit
chi p ci rnrra qio. Ron trri niL ch.ly i'e rJri'ng viiy quanh
hai chairrg tdi, h0 anir Sau Thi0n tlil;r tiri rn$t cdu thi
chrrrg <rrl,!n> {.h6n hti h;r c:lu. iluh Srin'fhidn vua ndi;

.-- I)riy li ti4n c'liirr, ciin irity cti giing...
Clir-r:r .Jiit l,ii chirr:g ,-1:i ti6p liln:
-- llutg pho;rg cho thigi. ngon irghen anh tli6n?
-- rligflng hr\ng rao l<drn g1a-i anh nlrd ciyi ho qlrlng l€n.
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- Anh cd nh& dem thri phfro dE df,nh hhm ughm
kh6ng?

Hinh :.rhtr anh Sau Thi6n c6 dinh v&i 6m t6i vAo l6ng,
nhung rbi anh chi dua tay bht tay tdi mQt cach trang
trong. DOi mit nheo cuoi cria anh nhin tdi nhtr mu6n n6i :
< Yinh quang cfra ngucri chi6n si la nhu vay do cflu Hi6n
i, chSng co gi bn ao lhm diu>. Tdi roi anh SAu Thi€n
ch4y ln<rt cli trdn bb' ruQng tron nhu rnd' trong luc sfim
chdp b[t dhu nbi ldn dft dQi biro hiQu con mua sEp
ch{m dut.

6 aiA- tflp kdt cudi cirng cfia don vi b0 dQi, ban chl
huy vu'a hop xong lhn cudi ctrng, mgi nguoi chia nhau
di t&n ra chc m[i. ]Iua clri con l{t phdt nhr brri. Anh
BAy Thu'c ditng lai trOn bo' ruQng, rn.lt dirn. d6rn, vtia
thdy tdi d[ chQp h6i ngay:

- Ei kholng tidng rlbng hb tcri dibm dugc kh6ng?

- Euoc.

- Vfly ta di thdi.
Tdi d6n do'n vi theo con ducrng tht, di chi hcvn nria

tidng. Chidn si con nira ti6ng dE nghi chAn, ki6m tra lai
lhn cudi ctrng moi thu' moi vi6c.

TOi ngbi voi tb mfii nhgn Ld I{bng Eirng duoi mQt
dudng rnucrng. NIua dd dut h&n rbi, bhu tnvi tr& lai
trong s{ng, sao mgc rli r6c sdng long lanh. CAc btr
ruQng ntroc chAy r6c rdch, tiiSng 6ch nhrii, 6nh uong kOu
rbn cf, cinh dbng. Gi6 th6i nhd nhg, ucrt hoi nucrc. T6i vua
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n1;bi ydn ch6 de thdy EIug htrcvc to'i h6i chu5rQn lirm
quen, chi chut stu anh dii thin rntt clii din toi nhffng
dibu chn thi6t:

- Eibu q'tran trong la ph6'i chu f nghe tidng dan tli
tltl phan bi6t thm dan cao hay thdp. Ean di cao thi hdu
nlru thd ntro ne ?

'I'6i bung miQng ldm tidng dan kdu.

- Vay dttcrc.
Trdn bd ruQng, anh Bfty Thri'c vin v6'i khudn m{t

di.m d[m, hdt di to'i di lui ddn dung giuong rnht nhio
vio chi khu gi{c. Anh cu chdp miQng ludn, khdng hi6u
cc ciruyQn gi. MQt hbi, frntr k6u l.rri tOi:

- Mdy ciiu l6n dAy coi cr{i nAy nr), coi ihXng IVI} nd
gi m ngoan.

Chung tdi lcln htjt trOr-r bo' mr)ng nhin theo tay anh
BiLy Thuc. - uM{y c{u ltr{f irai vong rtlo c{ch nhau
hlL6 xa, gifra hai cldy cting su d6 khdng? Chung mudn
m nh 116 miu 6'd6 do>. Anh Riy Thirc noi mQt cdch
girin d&, hai tay rrirm ch{t lai tu&ng nhu tlang bop n6t
m )t crli gi. EIng vh anh em trong ti6u dOi mfii nhgn
cfing nhin d[m dfin vio d6, v6 suy nghi. Ridng tdi
khdng hi6u gi, chi doan lrr mo c616 do li m$t muu mO
nt am hi6m gi d6 cfra thXng NIj.

A.nh BAy Thirc lai tidp tuc btrdc di n{ng nE trdn bd
ru)ng, chAn gi{m thinh thich. Tdi vd ti6u dQi mfli nhgn
trtr l4i tuQt xu6ng duo'ng ]nuong.

iao tlE rngc dhy trdn ntin trdi. Gi6 thbi lao rao,'m{t
ru)ng dhy nuoc ggn song lfln tdn, l?ip l6e 6nh sao. Trcvi
yd n tinh ddn nghe cluqc tidng nhrlng con dd bi ng6rp
nucrc ch4y rgt ret duoi c6. Vb htrdng Dbng Thap l\Iuo'i,
ph6o sang gi[ng thirnh mi,i chu6i dii, cibng c6 n6i lii]n
v6i mAy tr<-ri thinh mdt rniu xim rnir nrit. Yb huong
x6n, khOng hiiiu suo'ng hay lih6i phir tr[ng x6a c6.
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& trudc tlinh 6ng H6 c6 cAy gi cinh 16 chidu sang ldp
lanh nhu co hang ngdn hang van con dom dom d6u
trdn do.

E[ng chdng sfng ngbi dqra vai vdo t6i ngap dei, thi
thhm:

- Xu nny gi6ng xu tdi qua chung, cflng nhirng cdLnh

dbng, con kinh, ven l{ dua nu<yc.

- Anh & tinh nio?

- Tdi & miQt s0ng Ong Edc.

- Virng.16 d2tt dai chirc cdng l,dt ltrnh dt lhm?

- T6t. CAy trni mudn trbng thu gi cflirg t1uoc. Con
ruQng thi cu' vdi trQt ra d6 <16n mria li g{t th6i.

- Vtrng nhy cfing vdy. N6u khdng co thiing giac pha
tAn, xd tdi mdy mta la c?[t ntri ngoi ducrc hdt, anh ir.

- Nhung tui nti rlAu chi co pha tan cira cii, vudn
tuqc cfia minh thOi dtiu?

- Anh n6i ptrii.
Im rnQt chut, Elng ha thdp gigilg h6i t6i:

- CO ThEm ma chtng birt gium do lir gi cfra anh v&y?
Tdi lung tung. 'I'oi kirdng mu6n giliu tlibu chi, nhtlng

tdi khdng bi6t n6i sao db anh hi6u [Iuo-c quan hQ gi['a
hai chung tdi. DXng tu[rng tdi nguo.'ng, vQi noi:

- B&i tOi dang nghi tdi nguo'i con gii tdi thuo'ng
anh d. C0 f,y hiEn hiru d6 thuong l[m, chhc cflng nhu
cd ThEm cfia anh thdi.

- Chi 5y bAy gio diu rbi ?

- Man ch6t rbi t

Hai chung tdi ctng im l{ng. NIq)t trdi phao s6ng nb
< bup > trdn khdng rbi t[t ngdtn, tldrn tr& lar y€n tinh
vdi ti6ng s6ng lua song c6 hm 6, ti6ng con sOng chii-v-

6m rIEm ngoAi xa. [IQt chut, E[ng gi6'd6ng hb ra coi,
tf,c Iueri noi:

- Con rnud'i ldm phut nrla. Luc nAy mQt phut dni
bXng ci nIin.
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til.. i o.
.Lol nor:
-- Ch! i[y ldm sao ma chdt?
-- Ai?
-- Man.
-- MOt thXng linh phrit hic\n ,r[p hhm bi mdt cria t0i.

M6n tlucrng < hqp ph6p > 6' trdn vQi nhiro t6'i dAm chdt
n6 tl6 bit dhu mdi. Mfln bi mdt thlng linh khAc bfin
ngii ch6t libn trdn n[p hhm...

I)[ng ngung mQt chut rbi noi ti6p, giSng lac h&n di:
-- HOm d6 m6u N{4n, mAu tdn linh chfr;, ucrt Ao tdi.

T0 chm khhu sung trong lay ma run l6n bhn bd,t. Th6t
trong ddi tdi chua luc nAo thdy cttc nhuc birng luc d6.
Nh&ng ndm do minh co dugc nb sirng ddu.

Ohung t6i con hai phut nff'a. E[ng nhbrn dfly x6c lai
ca-tu-se d4n, noi thOm loi cudi cirng:

-- Gid ddy nghT t<ri viQc minh rldnh thhng trfn nhy
cur duqc cO Thim vb sao tdi thdy vui trong bung qu6 '

chrrng. 16 cha no ch0, bQ .trdn ddt ndy nd mudn lim
gi thi lam sao ?

l)[ng vua dut lo'i tiri truoc m{t chung tdi co ti6ng
sung nb chAt chua, tidp theo ti6ng anh Bhy Thuc gigng
k6,r dii, rbn run c& mflt ruQng:

-- Xung pho... o... ong !...
ll&t day nhu mOt ld xo, mQt tay x6c cao khhu ti6u

liOn, mQt tey chdng l6n bb tldt, E[ng ph6ng vut ngudi
qua bd ruQng, thoAng mQt c6i tlfl mdt hut vAo ruQng
luc. ngip nubc tru6c m{t. C& ti6u dQi lao theo EIng
nhg nhing nhu nhfrng chidc Ia h! gi6 thbi cudn di.
Tr0n mdt ruQng xanh ron b6ng ch6c nbi l6n vO sd
nh&ng chdm den lao gom viro mOt diErnsnhtr nhiing
vi(n sht bi lqc nam chArn hirt vilo vay. Dan ti6u li0n,
trt.ng lidn nb rEn, nhring lin dan trOr:g xa nhu nhfrng
voi nudc bXng lua ttl ngoai phun tuoi vio. E4n c6i,
E. I(, sir.ng chdng tflng bdt tlilu nQu nhu gid gao, tfing

I

:19i



brng lira nir xoe nhtr nhfrng c{nh b6ng(l) khbug 16,

nhfr'ng tan hla to'i ll tA tdi ch6 chung tdi. I(hoi sr-'rng

bay mti,-n,it, cay xe. tsfii c6 Sin Cd d6 ruc, trong anh
Iira, d4y l6n vcri Lidng ho reo"cfia xung liich, ti6ng dan

n6, ctrng voi ti6ng kdu thdt inh 6i cira drim linh duong
ngflr bi danh l,hirc ddy mQt caich hhirng ki:i6p.

TOi 6'lai piria sau v0i anh Bfry fhuc, ruQt gan cir
giit tliot tung ccrn theo vcri tin tu'c bao vb.

I\{fii chinh gifi'a, Dlng d6n ti6u dOi chay khdng kip
th&. E[ng vt'a ch4y vt]a d{n anh em:

- Tdi ncri thi tung thri phao dAuh liFn. Phii chidm
cho duEc t1 sung dai li6n, rn& cfta ngd dh'., chir.

Chi mQt lo5.ng hq dd toi dugc hang rdo thu'nhut. Nhanh

. 
nhu chop, D5,ng c6i ao qulng l6n mQt btng nhirng diy
kEm gai, dap mQt chAn bring nguoi nhAy qua. Ci ti6u
dQi lao theo E[ng. Ho rot xu6ng mQt duong hAo sAu

mdy sAi tay, trdn dhu, nong dai li6n tui I\Ii dang phl d4n
tI6 lfia. Anh hla d6 nhu xd r6.ch ni6t Dlng, finh q.udt:

- Bfin kbrn no cho t6i !

Anh ni-rr. viro mQt tru sht gai kEm l&m ch&m leo phdng
l0n. Con cach nong khhn dai liOn mOt thrn tay, tay anh rich
toac c6, mA.ir chiy uot nhhy nhua. Khhu dai li6n dich
v6n con nh& dan tti6n c-crbng, kh6ng hay bi6t gi c&. Elng
qu[ng viro do mdt trAi thri phAo, lfra bung I6n bht vio
m{t Eiing nong rat. Khhu dai liOn im duqc mOt chut
rbi lai t[c tdc... t{c t{c... D[ng cay xd c[ hai rnht, lu&ng
tu mQt giAy rbi cuo'ng quydt nit chtit trai thfi phAo thu
hai, q'.rat xirdng phia duoi:

- Anh cm xi.rni.l phong ldn di !

TrAi thir pirao thu hai vu'a nb bung, DXng ktr0ng ctrU
clqi gi nii'.r lao lu0n ch itgud'i vito 6m .l0iy nong alrri li6n.

(1) Canh hoa.
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,,. Hic l6n mQt tidng rbi ngd ngang...

Nlrunq lui )i! con sot lai dd bi trAi thir phAo tbu hai
gi,it cirL:t heit r6i, chi con lrli nong ciai lir\n cha5, d6 cldt
pl 6ng bung Dlng.

lIfli j;crn irhfri do Phan Hbng Son clin tlhii gap khO
kl iri.r -,gry tr} lirc dho. II<)t l"uAri linh ll-i irhOng bi6t niim
plrrrc bCri- ngor\i tit lirc nlto, nghc sting u6 rTar-lir c[t tr&
vi,, ch4rn ti6u dQi Son giffaduo'ng. DOi bdn chicdch nhau
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mQt bo ruQng. Son nhin luot c[ dQi hinh chung, udc
luong cudc do suc rbi quh quydt ra linh cho ti6u dQi:

- Giucrng 16, danh xap Ia ci !

Nhu mQt chi mAy, toin ti6'cr tlt)i dbng lo4t giuo'ng 16

stng dhnh o r6p > lao qua bdn kia bcr rudng.
Vri'u lao qua toi, Son drrng phii tirXng NI$ cao lcrn gdp

ddi minh. Nhanh nhrr chcrp, no lb xA vio Son mQt ic4t
ti6'o li6n cuc nh.anh. Nhung con nhanh hon nfra, Scrn

hup ngudi x-odng dua tay l"rai d6' ndng sirng n6 ldn, tay
phii thoc 16 vao brlng no. ThXng M! kOu << hQc > I6n mQt
tidng lbi ngE ngang, ldi luOn ch nong ti6u li6n cira Scvn

c[m xudng bun. Son chua kip rirt ld sung l6n thi thing
thu hai dd lao toi, nhlv chlrp tti' trdn dh'u Scvn. Scvn chi
kfp l5n di mQt vong rbi ginong sung nXm ngria ra chd
thi m4ug vo'i n6. Nhung thirng M$ khOng con kip dArn
bb xu6ng nfr'a: rnQt 1-.hat d4n ctra chi6n si nao d6 de
nb tning vd<.i nguc no. Thiug \If udn cong nguo'i rbi
ngfl sdp, 8i[5, 6,ir-,r, clt]ch trin ru$ng lua, mfu loang den
thdm ci m6t vtng nu<;'c.rdng. Son th6'phAo, nhbm diy.
Nhung hai thiurg NIy nff'a lai lao l"oi, Son khdng con kip
durg ddv nfi'a. Vi anh cfing li.hdng con kip nghi cach
gi khac. Anh nXm rqp xuting ilirt rdrt chdt tr6i luu dan
tlua l6n cao. lnh khdng nghe tidng nb, chi rrhin thf;y hai
thXng [I] tung ldn l.r'oi nhu hai chidc la, ctng luc vcri
crinh tay anh td rhn nhu hhdng con li6n hQ gi vcri co
th6 nri'a.

Son ng{t di mQt phut rbi tinh dfy ngay. Anh em trong
ti6u dgi dd diQt xong tohn NIi, dang b[ng bo vdt thuong
cho anh. Anh em bAn viQc rltta Scrn ra phia sau, nhung
Son noi:

- Tdi cirn tay phiri, cou chidn ddu durvc. Anh em ct't
dA cho tdi thdt nhibu dau, tdi nirn lai dAy dAnh kbm
cho crinh anh Eap phat tri6n ldn thi hay l6m?
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Mfii b0n trhi cira L6 Vdn EAp hhdng ngcy lai tfti;rh vio
m{l ch& ytlir cira gi{c. Vug't qua mdt lric }ra b6n lgng
rio ddy kEm gai, ha b6n rluong hao sAu hofml ho toi
m6l khoinc Lrirng nirr)nrr dLiy kEm gai rr)ng minh rnOng.
D61r cho danh bdc pha rdo nhung khirng [n thira. llin
din r hu6'ng cfing chi lam du't duo'c mrit khoftng nh6.
E61, bdn hdu anh ern:

-. Minh dap l6n rao chqy v6 thdi !

C6 ti6u dQi clng tht\nh hing ngang, minh trhn, chAn
dfit dap Ao ldn dAy kEm gai ch4y v6. eua kh6i lo'p btng
nhtrng kEm gai, chrin ai n2[y dbu d6 mdu. DAp k€u:

-- Coi birng lai chAn di.
I\hirng khdng con kip n&a, bon NI! tt trong chc ngAch

chiiin hAo tudn ra vang nhu kidn. Ti6u liin, trung liin,
dai li6n chung qudt ra nidt d{t thirnh mQt luo'i l&a diry
d{c. Khdng c6 cdch nao khdc, toirn ti6u dQi xung kich
dri'rrg x6ng lung giucrng ti6u li6,r x& trl lai. Ean ddi bdn
chAm nhau, toe lfra d6 ruc cfr mQt khoing ruQng. Bgn
Mf nhu bi mQt trin cubng phong thbi dung lai, lao
chao nhdo tr& xudng c6c dtto'ng chi6n hio. Xung kich
crir tidp tuc xi6t co, xidt cd... D6p nhu con chim cu bay
tu lhu nAy t6'i dhu khac, miQng luOn thit vang:

-- Eur:g dE cho th$ng nAo chly tho6t, anh cm o'i !
Anh bi thuong m6t vdt, rbi hai vdt, uot tlhm ch c6i

6o mA anh rnay cho anh, anh thuong bdn mdi khi xung
trfrr. Cu6i cring, mQt viOn dan trung viro chAn llm anh
t6 khuyu xu6ng. NIQt thHng NIy tt dnoi chidn hho l6p
ngdp bo dAy chia sirng vio anh. Anh kh6ng kip dung
df5, kh6ng kip dAm bing khhu ti6u li6n, l?iy hdt suc
binh sinh quay b6ng sirirg d{p b6 viro dhu ttrXng
Mi thdr:

-- Mhy chd sung vio ai, thXng ch6 d6?
Fbi c& anh vd thHng [I] guc lu6n xudng dubng

chi 5n hdo.
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Sau l<hi di6t xong toirr llj,, anir ern ddu diu auir di.
Anr h6i:

-- Ei la hrry di rd?
-- Di 16.

-- Viy dir'(rc. I'Oi con xiu thfr phiro ciA1,.

I r&n drinh chu'ng dfl ho'n ti6ng rlbng hb rbi. Anh BAy
Th tc chbm chbm trdn bo' ruQng, m{t mily d6 gay, rnb
hdi tudrr utyt dirn 6o. NI5i lhu nguo'i lidn lac ch+y vE
bAo tin, anh cdn gan h6i di h6i l+i nfun liin b&y lugt,
sat do vAn crtn chua 1ip, leo du"ng xbng lung tr0n
bo ruQng nhring dom, nhrr mudn durrc nhin tfln m[t
tur g dtxrng 16 mfii sfng ciia ciridn si. Anh ctr lhm bhm
ludn mi6ng:

-- Coi chung do nghen, cai thhng \I! gian ngoan niy.
Cu6i ctrng, luc ngttoi lidn lac vb bAo <ba nrfii tlir

dArrh hop di6m, dang chuhrr l-ri vuo..t v<)ug rtro cudi cirnq >,

anlr qurlt ldn:
-- Dung l4i ngay, chung giri min b6 ltri clo !

1.nh nhfiy lOn bo ruQng dung ctrdng n4.nh, mirt nhu
db lfra, hdt kA dan di ldo vdo tr6n tlitu. 1'6i cfrng nong
ru(,t nhi"ry 16n dung bdn auh, h6i: - < \rfly lhi lirm sao
h& anh'/ > Sfrn tro'n, anh quat ludn toi:

-- Tiri minh d6 rn6u 6,d6 cho sao?
l.nh quay Iai nhin tdi, vt\ nhu hdi hirn, anh ha ttrflp

gigng, n6i:
-- Tr{l nao cflug phiri gflp ciinir rlai iihai nhu vAy

cflr ri.. Dauh r o'i thHng II$ clriu phiri d6. Ci.rLr chru
du n tOi cAi r'to.

1.nh c6'i [o ra dua clto tOi. TOi kinh ngal :rhin th?[y
tri r lirn,l rir vai anh it nirii't la niLrn biii' rCit i.irc.o, chi
n.gi.ng crii doc ching chit lr0n lrrn dtr xA-ir <leir vi-r lling
bo:rg rl b hdi. Anir ltlrcrc di tlrrng dlra tiurn hi,,h nilng nE
dir:-r'i lil0tq nri:6'c, ntriing rhi theo ;lh:r'qua1, uhin 1..1i tdi
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n6i: < Chidn ddu lI nhu vf,y cI6, anh c6 hi6u cho khOtg ? >.

Kh6ng kbnr dugc, tdi dinh lQi theo anh nhttng phia sru
chqt c6 tidng goi:

- Cau Hi6n tlo phii khdng? L.li dAy tOi noi chuyOn
niy.

Anh Siu Thi6n tu phia sau lQi l:irn cti t6'i. Minh mhy
anh lem ludc bun d5t, m{t miry pho' phnc, toc t-.ot dim
dinh bit i-ro trAn vir thAi duo'ng. Vua ddn b0n toi, ath
hoi ngar,:

-- 'Iriin <irL;rh thrj nilo r6i, IIiOn?
TOi i;Ao car.r ti nri cho anh bi6t moi di6n bidn cira

trfn clhi:ir, r'iii liJt luf,n: <rnlinh giinkep cb rlugc n6 r6i,
chi c,.,ir co hii min rn,ic dich niro d6... ,r

'Idi-h6i lai anh :

- Con ba con n{or\i kia thd nio hh anh ?

Anh Siro Thi6n ngbi xudng m6i mQt th& ra, n6i:

- Be con ngoAi kia cfing dang dp d&o riuqc chring:
bgn linh dd buOng sfng, cdn thXng Nhi6u liri trdn
dAu mdt...

- Sao n6 chiu thua d6 dtrng vfy?

- Cau bidt sao mn d6 ddng ?
Anh n6i nhu quat tdi, dQt nhi6n nudc m8t trio ra.

TOi hoirng i:6t ngbi xu6ng bOn anh:

- "C6 chuydn gi viy anh Shu?

- 0,rg Ttt bi thXng Nhi6u bfn chdt rbi t

- Triri ui !

5
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TOi ngbi phrt xuting bb'd{t; dhu 6c qLray cubng kh6ng
con nhin ttr{v gi rd rttng nfi'a. MQt criu n6i chot vang
b6n tai tdirlJirrr,i tdt ca rnoi lcri u6i ydu thuo'ng trutrc
dAy t6i nghe ducrc: < Ngoai thu<rng con l5rn, con bidt
khdng?). D6 nhu lihOng ph&i ld ldi noi cfia chinh 6ng
ngoai t6i hay cfia mQt rrgudi cu th6 ntro ma ld cfra x6m
lnn,4, qud hucrng, cria thfra ruQng, ven 16, dbng c6, con
sdng dang chly 6m dbm ngodi kia. I(hdng kEm cluo.'c,
tdi guc dhu viro vai anh sau Thidn db m{c cho nuoc
mfil trdo ra.

Phia trudc trdn ttia lai nb sung quydt liet, dan di vdo
vdo, rot l6rn bdm trdn m{t ruQng. Lfta lai 6nh l€n d6
cfr. rnQt g6c trbi. B6ng xung kich lai trlng chfp tlung dfly
trdrL cac bd rA.o, nhfr'ng chdm den 16 nh6 khi hn khi
hiQ r trong vtrng kh6i bui miu xam.

Ti6ng anh Sau Thi6n vang len bdn tai t6i, gigng nhu
car va:

-- ... Sung n6, Ong Tu d6t dudc df,n bA con tldn itflp
cua bOt th$ng Nhi6u liEn. ThXng Nhi6u cfing dd doan
bidl, cfra vua m& n6 dfl lflm l[m srlng trong tay. N6
n6i: - u 0og n6i gi thi noi ngay di, nhung chi duqc
m0 . cAu th6i ). Ong Tu khOng chut so' hfli, ddp liEn: -
< Trri Mf dang bi ddnh gifp dhu ngoli kia. Con dng thl
tinlL chuydn ph&i tr6i sao vcri bd con tdi df,y"? > N6
qudt: - ( Cai miQng cfra erng thi cfing dQc ttia khdng
thu a gi sring d4n dAu. Nhung n6i cho 6ng bi6t, Mf vdi
tui tOi du gi cflng li mQt phe tt6 nghen. EAu 6ng th&
hu(rc toi mQt bu6'c coi >. Ong Tu nghe viy thi cucri l4t,
rlirp : - < Ay Id bi con tOi rnudn tdy Aibu hon lE thiQt
mil n6i voi 6ng,.chb khdng ai dAy ld ngud'i scr chdt diu
Ong d. I(hdng tin 6ng thtl coi tdi dAy... ) TOi lirc d6 &
tu6 - phia sau nghe Vdy ho&ng so.'trum khln chen ,ii t6n.
Nhrrng khdng con kip nfta, Ong Tu dd bunc tcri vA thHng
Nh"lu cll n6 surrg...
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Srlng nb cing dft d$i, c[ chi khu nhu ngflp trcng d1n
ftia. N{Qt ngucri li6n lqc ch4y vb quhn Ao rach tti ti,
nguo'i nuc mui thu6c sring kdu h6i anh I)[y Thuc. Toi
qudt: - <Anh l6n trdn rbi. Vu bdi min r& sao ha?)
Nguo'i li6n lac nhin tdi voi v6 ngn ngAcovn tul gi6n
khOng trA ldi, b6 chay tr& l6n. Toi lQi xu6ng ruQng
dinh ch4y theo nhung bi anh Siu Thi6n niu lai, hai
chung tdi nhtrng nhilng gi&a tl6m ruQng lia.

-... Khi t6i l6n toi no'i thi 6ng Tu dd chdt, 6ng nXm
ngd sfip trdn m{t d{t nhdo nucvc mua, hai tay giang
rQng nhu dang 0m ldy mQt cAi gi. C{u nghe cho hdt
dAy, di dAu mI vQi. Tru6c m{t Ong, cdy dudc khOng
hi6u sao vdn con c[m dung sfrng, ch6y phung phung.
Th$ng NhiSu thi chm khhu sung trong tay md run b6n
l€n, n6 cri' thut liri dhn rbi b6ng qu[ng sung, quay dhu
b6 chay... N6 b6 ch4y, c$u bi6t khdng ? Vn cau co bi6t
t4i sao vdy khOng?

- Tai sao ? - TOi quAt l€n, cd gi$ng ra kh6i tay anh.

- Thdng Nhi6u khdng ua gi tui Mf, nhrrng dAu sao
d6 cfing lA chd dqa cria n6. Ong Tu tl[ choc dtng viro
ch6 ydu d6 n6 mcvi -.rdt u'c... Nhung bEn dreg rbi n6
ho&ng sq that su... Cdu di dA'u, cdu phfri nghe cho hdt...
Ciing b6'i 6ng Trr di bi6t tdt ci nhiing dibu do, cAu bi6t
khdng? Ong bidt nhu vdy rnoi hy sinh... Caudi ddu, h6?

- TOi di ldn tr6n.

- Cau c6 nho loi 6ng Tu dtn kh6ng? Cflu ph&i nh&
Ifiy... vA lAm sao cho'xung dang...

TOi de ch4y xa c6ch anh Sdu Thi6n mQt khoflng rtrQng
rbi. Hinh nhu anh SAu Thi6n cdu n6i vdi theo gi ntra,
nhung tidng sung dd At mf,t. Tdi mdy lhn ngE sdp xu6ng
ru0ng, m6i lhn nudc lanh lim tdi tinh tri hon mQt lt.
Tdi g{p anh Biy Thri'c ngbi bOn'mQt md d2[t, rninh trhn,
ciri ltrng rQng l6ng b6ng mb hdi vA chlng cirit nhfi'ng
thgo giu ra duo'i 6uh phao sang. Anh ngbi dibm nhidn
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nhrr chi'lng quan tdm gi tcri chuy-cn chutrg quanh c6.

Nhrng lihi nhiu l['n mi.rt anh, toi ngac nhiin ddn hoiing
h6i : anh4nhu ngrrtri dang chiu mQt su'c n{ng ngtrn cAn
tld r dhu riiS'. I'di v<)i h6i :

-- Cd cach gi khdng, antr BAy?

-- CAch gi?
-- llinli vugt qua b[i min...
.- Ciiu coi liia.
1'ruoc mf,t chung Ldi trin dia d[ l6ng khoi bui, c6 thE

nh n rd miin mdt ti'ng cdSr tru sH.t, tung cuQn rdo dAy
k6rn gai, tirng l5 chAu mai nhu nhfi'ng con mfit den
ngom dutri chAn nhfi'ng lo c6t. Doc hai bdn clubng hio
c5rn chdng s[t, tldt mui dun l6n con d6 hbng. R{t nhiEu
v6 hQp lon nXm vlro'ng vdi. Cach kho&ng nhri'ng dtrong
hdrl ltr nhfi'ng u sung tl[p bXng bao cdt, m6i lop.tdn, tdt
ci ghn nhu lin v0i mau rldt xam. Anh ph6o s6ng h5t
borrg nhirng lru s5t dan chdo vAo nhau, dung dua,
kh 6n cinh chi hhu nhu clang bi bao trtim b&i mQt
chjdc luoi hhbng lb. Gi&a hai vong rAo cut5i cirng ltr
m(t sdn pb&ng kh6ng thdy c6 bdy biQn gi ci, tr5ng loa
duyi 6nh phAo s6ng. Co lE chring gni min b6 lai 6 d6.

'.ldi nhin mdi kh6ng tim dAu ra clnh bdi c6 SAn Cd
kh xua nria. Bon My de dAo xoi l6n tdt c[ rbi. Nhung
bd rg mQt mO cI{t lim tOi chu f. N6 & vb phia trai, sf,t
c4rrh vong rAo cudi ctrng, phfri dom k$ lEm mdi thfly,
trtr'6c kia co ld ln mQt ngOi m& nhung di lAu qu6, mflt
h6. d{u vdt, chinh giri'a c<'r mOt bui trAm bhu cinh 16

xo xhc cir, then cfly nhEn bong vd dinh dh5, btn dfit.
XIt d{t do la ncvi thXng Diri lreo clt{nh t6i khi xua. Tdi
nhin md rl?it vo'i bui cAy tlim bhu clo bdng tJro6ng rtrng
m)nh. Cirn giirc dau dcrn cria nhfi'lg trirn rlon khi xua
lqti (ldn ro'i tdi, ci nhfi'ng trdn dorr thoi chin trAu vd.
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nhfl'ng ngAy bi chm tt. Cirng mQt kic tdi nhtt cirm thiiy
diiu tdi rlang bi trdt btn, lay chfln dang bi th$ng < chua
ngttc, rut mong...

Tdi quay lai n6i vdi anh Biy Thu'c:
-. Cho tdi chay qua d6, anh. B&y ir.

- ChaY qua dau,

- Qua hii min !

Khi noi nhu vfy, t6i ng+c nhi€n thfiy long minh rdt
ilibm tinir cirng y nhu anh Riy Thuc lirc niy. Tdi nhin
kho&ng sAn Lrdng gi&a hai vong rao rlo, vtr rnQt cAu noi
rdt don giirn varrg lin trong dhu tdi: < DAv lit m&nh dfrt
cfi.a minh, tni sao minh Iai khdng th6 vugt qua?.,r Vb
sau niy m6i thn nho tai giiy phirt d6 t6i vfin con ngac
nhi6n rnii. \'il sau n:iv tdi con chi6n d{u nhibu tr{n gay go
ho'n thcj nhibu, m6i ihn phfri giii quydt nhfr'ng tinh hu6ng
kh6 khirn tdi co iluo'c ctii tinh toiru cirl m,.)t nguoi
chi6n si diy dan y thri.c vb trach nhiCm cOng viQc ctra
minh, nhirr rii drrr.r'c c{i gi rln qua, cAi gi sE tbi, danh
gi6 duo'c liho kirXn, sirc chiu rlitng r-.v... Cdn long tOi
Itc d6 thi jitroirq co gi 16 rOt ci. TJi khdng nho, vb thdng
Doi, Lhing lrtrhiJu, vii ba mA tdi, Crng'ngoqi tdi, 'fh6m,
kh6ng nho vb anh sdu Thidn vt-ri ti6ng ho cfia anh, anh
Biy Thrlrc vo'i crli lrrng clhy vdt tlreo cira anh. Ci nhfrng
chuyQn vue moi xtiy ra do t0i cfing qu€n h6t: cdi bung
ph6ng cfia Dllg, cAnh tay bi ilrtrong cira So'n, thAn
minh dfrm mrlu cria Dip... Tinh c&m tOi luc do rdt mo
hb vi cirung chung. < - hlinh ddt nny li cria anh, sao
anh lai khdng thb vu'o-t qua? r Nhu co mQt ngucri khdng
tr6 khdng giir, hhOng rd tinh tinh dung mao ra s&o,
nhung lqi qucu thin voi tdi tu ngin dcri rbi, dang kb
tai nrii vo'i tdi nhu vfr;,.

Tdi quay lai anh Biy Thirc, voi gigng chfrng ch4c
mi tdi khdng ngo'ld c6 duo.'c, trinh biy j dinh ctra t6i
sE vuqt qua bf;i min d6 m& duong cho xung kich ti6n
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"ti6. -- < ChJ nirv t6i quen liim, ktrdng chung tdi trelnh
,duo':... >, toi n(ii in6t ctich vu yo nhu r 0;'. Sau rlo tdi
lai rr6i: <Itirdng cc ciich gi dAu, n6u chn minh pirli...r,
T6i mudntnoi chir < hy sinh > mir lihdng clhm. Anh Biy
Thuc vin lirng nghe tdi noi, vo.i trry ftil_r mQt con mudi
phlt sau l-rii vai, r on gio' 116 ra duo.i iuh phao sAng
ng6:n nghia nfr'a. l35ng anh nhiin rnirt lqi, nhu c6 m6t
con dau drl' dQi t{n tloirg ruOt gan. Anh lihE li6c nhin
tOi r'6i h{p t{p quay di chd hhac, m[t irttng trung kh6ng
chdp ldy mQt c6i. Im lflng mQt luc ltiu, sau tlo hai chung
.tOi ,:tng noi mQt ltrcrt, khdng ai nghe ai ci.

-. Cflu c6 cAch gi ? Cqru dinh < r'rr gan > vcri no hA ?

-. I(hdn,J dB anh em minh db miru holi rlAu...

-. Cdu phii .bitit, ndu khong co gi brio tlim thi t6i
khdng d6 cdu trly d6n da chdn...

-- Ch6 niy li chd cfra tdi I

-- Ch6 cira ai ? CEiu coi chi lung tdi nd.
-- Teri phiri ctriry qua bli rnin nAy, kh6ng l6i thdi

.gi h6t. TOi mr\ chua toi dur.rc bui trAm bhu kia thi drtng
c6 hong...

Lnh B&y Thrl'c tirc gifn b6 di, tdi ldo dEo r1i theo anh.
MQt cuQn ddy kEm gai bi bQc phn riro danh dut nim
vu(rng duoi chAn tOi, t6i gjifln d& co chAn dn hilt n6
xuting duo'ng muo'ng. Nhrrng tdi nghi lai vA cui xudng
l6i nri l6n, c&i ho ra bu6c vdo ldi di. CuQn ddy kEm gai
nh,r btrong binh cr'r birm l+i voi rn[t m6ng, thinh thoing
tdi cu phiri gi{rt phiit no lOn, nhb cu6n theo tung ngrn
ra, nam c6.

)lung kich luc bfiy gio dang bAm xu6ng cic chi6n
h},r nb sring tung ch{p. Trri M} nin hoi chd dgi, khdng
th?y chay loAng thoang n&a. Chi c6 phAo cfia chung
tu chq hu5,Qn, tft cAc chi hhu lAn cfln r6t vb nb chm
ca:rh ngotti ruQng, mi€ng vlng ch4t to'i vong lio b6n
ng:ii. Duoi mQt duo'ng hao, ti6u dQi E[ng ngbi girim
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stir,'g, nr)n vtri i.rat ra orli* stu, mflt rsri;'' qoin Ao '.ibn
gitirig het nirau vi uo't tlfrrn mb irdi va lcm ludc bun
aAt. 

"'t'Oi 
nhin ra Ddng vi onh co th€m xiu thir phiro

bdn ht)ng. 'tdi quj xu6irg thong dhu gqi:

- Anh Dlng cri ldn toi chi cai ndY.

-- Cad gi? - Dlng dirng dny co chAn leo I6n, h6i.
''. Anh cho tOi muqn xAu thir phao. Anh c6 nhin

thfl-v bui trAm bhu kia iihdng ?

- - TOi ddur no mu6n n6 con mht tu ndy gio.

- Anh ldn rlAy !

Eftig lco ldn thin nhidn trao cho t6i xAu thfr ph6o.
Bdng nhin l6n m{t tdi, Edng nhu hi6u r&r ngac
nhiin h6i:

- Cflu diuir lam gi viy ?

T6i khong trA loi, chi tay ra phia trudc, noi:

- Tdi chal' ctrn qua b[i min, m& duong cho m?iy
anh tbi bui trAm bhu liia dAy nd...

T6i chi cuQn driy kdm gai nXm chim lim du6'i vfing
htrn, nhtr l?r chi vdo rnQt m6n << bitu bdi >, nho no t6i
co th6 vuo.'t qua duo.'c moi kho khXn, nguy hi8m vdy.

DXng cing ngac nhi6n hon n&a:

- Cdu larn sao ?

- ... Tdi chi dAn mdy anh to'i duo'c ch6 d6 thdi, con
chuyQn sau... Nhung tu dAy toi do thi thXng IVIi dring
co hdng...

Kh0ng bi6t co mQt suc manh nAo dd cb vfr tdi, nhung
rd rAng luc do tdi tin chEc chin ring t6i sE vucrt qua
duqc bEi min mqt cAch an toln, c6 phhn d6 dAng li
khac.

- ... TOi noi thiQt mA, thing NIj' co ch<)n n:Qt i:gan
trdi min duo'i d6 cfing khdng gi0lt dugc tOi. ito dt'rng
c6 i... Anh coi ddy I
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'tdi gi{t phiit cuQu dii3- k&n gri icl, hirn rlng tung
lde l6n cfr ngurri tdi vt\ DXng. Diing iiiu vtri theo dinh
cin ttri lai nhrrng tOi de ,:h+y cli mdt khoing xa rbi.
I-rir dti srirrg bit dhu nb dir dQi.

lrtroc mdt tdi, cAi sdn rdng bao la, trirng l6a du6'i
Anh phho sang, 15 ch5 nhff'ng 1r, nhfi'ng gd nhu nhfrng
rnsn ghd tr6n da ngud'i bdnh. NI6t duo'ng hlo ch[n
ngang vd t6i phli ldy hdt suc mcri nhiry qua duqc. Vua
nhiLl' qua kh6i dudng hdo tdi b6ng ngtre cdi gi qudt
n6rrg rat sau lung, t6i ng[ siip xudng. D6 chinh ln mOt
trd' min d[ n6 nhung tdi khOng nghe ti6ng nb, chi cflm
thdy bi ngOp thir nhu bi chdn vui duoi hing mf,y thuoe
ddt. Toi khdng nh6' tdi c6 bi ng{t di hav khdng, chl
nh,, sau do t6i buo'i quao d& dQi, vung d{y rluoc gifra
dfrn d{t cat nhrr co phdp la viry. Vb trai min rlhu ti6n
nb tei nho mqt it nhu v{y. Sau d6 thi 1<)i kh6ng nh6'
gi nfra. Tdi chay nh6n 961. d6 trAnh di6n tidp xirc voi
mit tl{t, nhung cu$n din, kEm gai phia sau thi cir ldn
qu r ldn lai, thinh thoing lai nhiry c&n ldn nhu mQt dri'a
tr6 tinh nghich, buo'i thanh mQt duong rr)ng gut n6 trdt
s6 min gtri trdn dudng tdi ch4y qua. Dhu oc tdi trting
16119, hai tai hoin toin didc d{c, nguc nong rAt, gi{t
th(,p tting ccrn, ngubi c6 hic nhg h6ng nhu dang bay.
Tdi khdng nho do&n dutrng tdi cha5, bao xa, tdi chay
di mdt bao lAu, vh bao nhi6u trai min dI n6 sau lung
tdi. Ve cho ddn sau nAy toi cfing khcng hidt sitc marth
nAo d[ giup t6i ch4y mau ddn nhu viy, chay mau ho'n
cl thhn chdt.

'[6i chay ttri go ddt, nirr tay vAo dugc bui trArn hhu
th' tu6'ng di ngdt rli lutrn & dO. Np'ud'i toi tlau nhrtc,
ndng rrit nhrr c6 h?rrrg ngirn rnfii kim chtim vAo, vd t6i
kh0ng con th& bXng m[i dno'c n&a. t)iiu ric tdi nhu
dang trong con md sfrLngg, nhin b6n bdn cit thOly nira
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hu nira thu'c. 'l'i6tr dt)i cira Dinrg til iheo tiri tir hbi nAo
[6a dh;, hai diiti duorrs chidn hio. Ditng cui xudng xtic
tOi dty, la tr6L hofrrg:

- Hidn oi, con scing hhdng?

- Con...

- Cd bi thucrng hhCrng?

- Khoan, db coi lai dii.
Tdi dua ta1' rd' khip nguoi, rd' rlsng xAu thtr phAo

rbi mA vAn chua ha5'l;i6t gi.

- Troi cri, xAu thii phao tdi ddu nriit lbi?

- Cflu con mrlng trong ngucri d6 ma. Thdi dfy di I

Con dung dA1'nbi khdng?
rrA.

- .r\or...

- \'ay thi dA-v di ! Nghe t6i dAy...

Tdi ttra vdo vai Eing dung d{y, r6n ri:

- Nhtrng t^i ydu suc quA rbi, anh Ddng oi !

- I'}hii rAn...

- M[t tdi mo di, khOng nhin thdy crii gi rd rAng niia.

- Cu coi theo tOi dAy mA d6nh.

D[ng choing mQt tay qua drn vai tdi nhin sAt vtro m{t
t0i, hai mit seng qu[c, long l0n:

- Nghe tdi nd, Hi6n ! Con suc lA con chi6n df,u, luc
nfly ra di ciu cfing co hua nhu anh em phhi khdng?

- c6...

- Vay thi phli rAn... Coi theo tOi dAy mi d6nh...
M& nhp 96 tnfr phAo ra chua?

- CAi nHp 96 dAu, tdi khdng th3iy.

- C0u dd m& ra rbi. Cflu coi theo lAn dan cria tOi dAy.

Nhu mQt con chim, EIng chop diu I6n mQt go ddt
cao. Trri M$ chun vio nhfi'ng hang h6c nAo dAu khOng
thily, trong hic dan ti6u li6n cuc nhanh cira chung nb
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<16 lf 'a du(ri chirn chung tr)i, Ph[o lu *hn huv0n vl cdc
chi khu lAn cfin gidp thiinc v:\o chi khr, tlrng loat rnrtUi
trdi 116 cl-rup h'On cliiu bitrig tri'a len ti6 rqrc, rni6ng clm
I6p t htn xu6ng sAn. l'di chi nghe bidt c6 nhu viv, cdn
ngoiri ltr kh6ng nghe bi6t gi khac nfi'a. il6i lhn ph6o
16 ioi eo hoi ndp minh xu6ng mQt chrit. Sau do tOi ngbi
xDm ngon tay ut dtt vAo chdi tr6i thri phaio chtr dc.ri.

C6 I ic mQt xung kich ch4y ngang qudt vAo tai tOi: -rThlng NIf lqi gi& c:ii mfrng cfl... Ai ngbi ng6 rndng c'Ai
gi tilr ? E{nh thric sAt v6 >. '[0i vfln ngbi ydn, nhu quOn
hdt noi viQc di6n ra chung quanh.

tsirng ti6ng Ddng:

- EAy ni, Hi6n <vi !

- Edu?

- Bdl'...
SiLu niry t6i mdi hiOu d6 lA mQt c{i nridng hhm nghm.

Lirc d6 tdi khOng thdr. gr khAc ngoiri lin clan ti6u li6n
cfia Elng. Nhfr'ng k\n dtrn luc do tdi nhin 16 I&m, cu
trin; ch{rp anh l0n sAng r'& trudc m[t tOi. Anh lfra chua
tfit 6i clI ]ao theo toi, qudng vrit tr{i thfi phAo vAo do.

-- Diet cAi udy nira, Hi6n oi !

-- Co tdi (ley !

Tdi khdng con kip dri'ng dfy chqy ntia, cu tt miQng
hhr r nghm ntry l5n sang nridng hhm nghrn khdc. IIoi dQng
tAc cta tdi tidp th:o sau dbu rfp khuOn nhu luc dhu,
nhrr do mQt biin nlng riro tu xa xua l[m sai khi6n tdi.

-- MQt c{i nfra dAy Hi6n oi ! PhAi dAnh cho tning I

-- Lim sao mi. trft rlugc?
l{6i lhn quting xong mdt trAi thir ph6o t6i tu&ng t6i sE

gur: lu0n xudng do. Ndu khdng c6 ti6ng kdu cria DLng
vA Anh lfi'a tu ndng khhu tii5u li6n cfia anh thi tdi khOrig
bitt tiAu milhn. Nhu la anh lfra ddde xdc t6i cl:iy.

-- Cdi nAy n&a... Cdn du thu phrio khong?
.- Cou dfr da danh ruil ng.rn cai nira.
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Tdi udi nhu r,{5, kh0ng p:tii vi ci.nr thf,v nguoi nrdi
iric mQ[ th0m n.[ng triu, m,i vi thf,y khdn-4 bidt larn sao
c6 th6 dung lai duqc. T6i nhu mQt b6nh xe cu theo cIA

lIn mf,i...
- Diet cAi cLriii cung tlirr Hi6n oi !

-- Cii cu6i cring hi ? LP lhi ciri niro ciing dic:t hdt.
't'Oi tlanh sap cdi hhm nghm cudi clLng rbi gr.rc ludn

xuting do, c6 ciLm giAc nhu chinb xAu thir phAo n{ng
triu dd de sf,p tdi. Cirng ltic tdi lai ciim thdy ngud'i tdi
nhg hAng. Tdi nhu tlang ba5' l€n tAn miy xanh, bay
l0n kholng trtvi thu& con nXrn ngira tr'6n lung trdu tOi
hdng mcr uoc...
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TUNG CANI{ CHIN{ TROI

LI .I-lri ngdy sau, tt)i tinh d{y trong bQnh xA cfra xd. C0

y td sfln s6c t6i la cri bi chln trAu voi bon t6i ngay xua,
cdi con < Ut rten> thud'ng hav kh6c rong m6i khi tOi
giao trdu.cho n6 giir db rti d[nh lon soi tqi thXng Doi.
B iy gicr Ut dd l6n, trerng cfing dibm rlam y nhu 'Ih[m
vrrv. Thdy t6i m& m[t, Ul rnung r& noi;

- Anh tinh rbi, rd1' mi em cu so... Anh co thu anh
Srru 'I'hic\n.

- Ut so' sao?

- Anh con h6i ufi'a...

- Thu anh Sau dAu?

- Anh Sau d[n cm chirng niro anh thdt kh6e...

- Anh kh6e r'6i nrd, -- fdi snc nho toi hai mHt cdn
drng bi mcv - tJt cti' rloc cho anh nghe cfing rlugc.
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Thn anh Sau Thidn bzio cho tdi bict dcvn vi b0 dOi
sip lni hAnir qulin, anh Bfry Thu'c mu6n rut tdi vE tlo...
IVghe toi rlri rur)t gan tdi dir ndn nao... Anh SAu Thi6n
vidt titip: < Nhung vi6c nAy thi tuy c{u... Tdi c6 n6i
voi anh Biy Thu'c lA cau con chuq duqc kh6e, titv vE
vi€c d6 t6i kh6ng ngai l6m. TOi chi c6 ngai ld nhA c6u
cdn dang g{p c&nh bC b6i: Ong Tu vua mdt, chri Bfry

|She dAu bQnh dang chuy6n nEng.... Vi c6 ThEm... r
Ut ngung doc, mht long lanh. Tdi vOi h6i:

- Thhm sao?
Ut nghn ngu rnQt lfc rbi k6, gigng dut qudng;

- ThHng Nhi6u hi bA con vAy ri6t, nbi khtrng xdng
vo phong giam chi Thhm... Chi khdng c6 c6ch chi chdng
d6', phAi cfn lu&i ddn chiy mau phun vd mf,t n6...
Cu6i ctng khdng lam gi dugc, n6 cho linh xd quhn ao
chi, cht t6c chi, x6 ra crla...

Kii toi Ao Ut bum m{t kh6c rong. Cric ban khdng thb
hiilu ducrc n6i t<trb nhuc d6 d6i vdi ngucri con gdi r,'ung
tdi nhu thd nao, nhu't li vio.nhfr'ng n[m d6... Tdi cfing
nghe dau nhuc tfln xuong, Ut chua n6i hdt, tOi d[ ngbi
nhbm dfly n6i:

; Bay gio Thhm & dAu Z Ut dua anh ddn gdp chi t1i
Ut hoing sq gat nudc m5t, kdu l6n:

- Khdng dugc dAu, anh cdn vdu lfrn mtr.

- Anh 
_ 
di cIAy. - Tdi buoc xudng giucrng, cuong

quydt - Ut chiEu anh lhn niy nfr'a di.
Ut vQi bucvc trvi aI& tOi, n6i giong ydr: dudi:

- Lhn ndo em khdng chibu anh? Thdt Ii em cdn
cgc voi anh hodi.

Hai chring tdi di qua mQt khu vubn khdng rd cfia
nhA ai, suc mtri tho'rn bdng cau vir bdng su. Nhng som
vAng 6ng A trii ldp l[nh tr6n nhring li6p mia, mucrng
dua. NIQt con chim hot liu lo trdn ngen me cao. Hhng
tre tlung duer diu dAng ducri gio, chnh Ll khua liro xio
nhu tidng ngtrdi noi chuyQn.'lr€n mQt sAn ki kh6, lAm
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pt?it lL'n 1i1r',t li,n hli n;3iig. L-t diu tdi di t,i hurCn
thul'tn iret chul'Qn nAy- tiri chur'.1n kluic ril cur)c driu

tranir chinh tri vi- a
quir, khi tiii crrtri
iiroi vui v6, khi thi
nghgn t5t vi nuoc
mirt. B6ng Ut keo tOi
du'ng liri, chi nrQt
c{n nha moi c{t, h6i:

- Anh bidt nhA
ai dAy khdng?

T6i ng<r ngdc nhln
cIn nhA nhu nrQc

lOn tu duo'i nbn ddt
dhytro than, mdivA
v{ch lgp dung so
sAi. CAy ctii chung
quanh cffng bi chdy
sdm ci...

Nhe chi Ba
Euoc do. Sring hdm
szru lgdy bh con dflu
tranh, trdi con tinh
mo, mQt chi6c truc
th[ng khdng bidt &
dAu xhng xi bay ddn,
kh6ng quhn kh6ng
dlo pir6ng libn mfiy
trhi lrla. Chi Ba
Dtrnc thud'ng ngAY

coi chqm Ya)' mi
luc d6 le nhtr s6c'
hi'a chfr':r bdn hdt
n6c nhA cbi di! lay
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bbng tav dr'rt lira hdt tl6nr con ra ngoAi. Cl dc, bua, 6ng
b6... chi cffng dem ra hdt lihr)ns1 db chdy mdt cli nito'
Chi con rtranli thir> dom l6n truc thln{, thfiy c6
thirng si quan nguy...

- I'hiing Nhi6u ?

- Ern cfrng dorin vdLy, no thir gi chi Ba Duoc khong
bi6t. Sau do du liicli hap lai cflt nhd cho chi. ilId-v

inh h6i: - <r C{t ctaiu, ciri tsa? > Y miiv anlr mudn
chi cdt trdnh ch5 khhc. Nhu'ng chi dap: q C{t dr\v nfr'a
thdi. Tdi t6n li thi n6 tdn xirng, c6 lo ciri rnir so'). Chi
cdn ruoc chi 'I'hrim vb dtil' &. Chi noi: - < Gio con
thing nao vd dn1' bril. con nh6, toi thi mtng voi no >.

Th{t ra, nghe chu tsi-v binh n{ng, chi so- cho chi Th[m...
Chung tdi d; vio sAn, nghe tidng tr6 nit kh6c vi

tidng chi Ila Eu'<.r'c rhv la quAt rnirng, cinh rin nhu
khdng c6 gi thav dbi. Ut dAn i6i di thfrng viro phong
cfia J'hfnr, t"t dirng ngoai cfra phong c{t tidng goi:

- Chi 'I'h[m oi, em vtr c1u'crc ktrong?

- Ai d6?

- Em dAy rna. Em di voi anh Hidn.

- Em n6i anh Hi6n dcri chi thay rio mQt chrit.
Chut sau, tdm li6p cti'a bubng m6', 'fh[rn vua thay

xong chi6c ao moi Thim ban hOm di dd1'nriL voi tOi,
ra dung & cfra vdn lirng nhin tdi. Chi co miiy ngiv ma
trdng ThEm ghv r+c di, nguo'i xanh xao, h6c hdc, hai
mirt chng thdm t6 ra. Tn-rng Thr"rm lihac h hirn di. 't'riri
tai, Thfm c6 thdrn chi6c khdn mAn shng chotirrg trum
tr0n dhu khi6n Th$rn tr6' iai dring dXp nhfrng co gAi
virng tdi hbi nhirng n[m chua c6 chidn tranh. (Nhfr'ng
nlm sau ntry, d6 trAnh rnay bay, cic cd gai vtrng tdi
thdi choirng nhri'ng chidc lihln rniu s6ng rdt rnr.rc duydn
rleng f,1'.) MQt tay rriu hai cheo khIn, mQt tav vin viro
thanir cita, 'lhim cit dung nhu v4y nhin tOi, nguoi run
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.1,1'l l:rir1 (loI nlrrr hi stit. f,'ri Jnrryc tdi nin tav'l'hlim
ti 'l'luim rr.[ tav lai, rbi ui ldn khric nric n6'.

i.rtrrrq *,,,,n'.1 ,i'l'irirn ni,r kh<lc ngil\', tlulrl v:ro si'ru irii
q,', ,'lg rlr''m(tl tlrii tlirrirnll niri qio:rq tlii:nr tinlr:

- Arrir ngiii <iirv... .\irh sip di lro <{oi irhii lihdrrg?
'- Suo cm bii;i-? 'tdi rtgbi xtt,ing irdn 'fh-fltu mittr

cr'-ii h6i, tr.r' nhi0n ih?iv long tdn iTnh lr1 l-htrdng.
.- Chirng nio anir di? - firirm iroi ltti t6i, giot nr-ro'c

mi t dong trin mA lirn ro'1" xutirig ngu'c lio.

- Anh tlarrg tinh tiirv.

- Anh ctr vdn tArn tli di, clrrrvt\rr nirit giao hdt lni cho
eir . Em sC sirn sric trhu thii;ur llirr', r'm sd cirl"tn trt^ru, cl\Y

1s,)ng... Anh thilv con gui cirv ruQng c]rtra?

- Chtrrr.

- Rbi anh s0 thif;'... li.hdng thurt rlirn r)nq con trai
rni v anh dtu... ][dv hdlr ri\v clrti l]iiv clruv6n h0nh
ni.trg, crn llit. cilug ri v4v chi lla Brrri'c gif cm lai
tIA ',. Ilrn biit. em con v6u du6i kiridn cd lluc anh chi
phtri to cho ern nhibu. Nhung lbi cnr sE plrdn d{u lrr.rc

eh hgc em, em sd khirug thua chi IJa {)rr<l'c dAu. Anh
di rbi, ern sE vd du kic.ir n&a, em sd dhrrh ,, tr[i >, bfin
surrg < ngua troi >. Anh khdng tin em r\, anlr llirln?

-- Sao kh6ng tin?
-- Sao anh lai crril'i ? .dnh dtlng curri em, toi chirng

tr6 vb anh sE thdy...
'f6i dria:
-- Em <chcr a anh ttri chring d6 e?
'.'hiirn minr cutyi liicr nhin l<)i ranh nriinl-L tiap lqi:
-- Iirn khting cho anh, t:m cho hti doi...

( t> i[(;i loui ttim trii bd,tg c6i th ,y chiCu.
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Ildir u-or\i, Ui dang xua ddm con chi B:r l)uCrc clr-ttc
kcjo r-rio phr'rng. 't'idng Ut lanh linh ,rqt n0: - < I(hdng
dti'ii uiro.du'o.'c vd htit. B, l"rri llli1, tlinh r, cldt kicir> hil?,
Dam tri'rnutin xap lao voi tdi, chr'rc lu rnrttin ,< h6i
chirvqiuD ei dri.'fhiiur mim cutri noi rong ra:

- DA chi ra, Ut oi !

fhfirn 96' tav tdi bu6'c ra. 'l'idng Tiriinr, giong diu
ddng:.

-- tI' tiri duo'c... Em ndo qan tla ciing chnv can qua
bdi rnin nhu anh IIi6n duoc hdt. Njruug gio' thi t16 chi
lau ntit clio crri dI.

Khi 'fhiim quay 1r& r'i\o, niEm vui iam cho mf,t Th5rn
cI(r hbng I€n. (iiot nucrc mfit con lai tlCn mil I{p lirnh
irnh nlug nirtr cirng vui tr& Iai v<ri 'f h[m. 'f h[m n6i vo'i
tdi, ngu'c phip plrbng nhu dang cd ndn ni6m vui dang
dAng trio l6n:

- Di l.hlm mfrL dng'Iu di anh. Sao luc nAv em mu6n
dugc glp 6ng 'l'u quri.

Clrting tdi tdri nghia trang, tlcvi dI nqir chibu. Nhfi'ng
tia n5ng xi6n diri vt\ng ong hnh nnm r:"rt tr€n ngc-rn cAy.
I\Iir 6ng ngo4i t6i nXrn & cudi nghia trang, duoi mgt g6c
ctiv gtia phri anh nEng nhtr l6t rang. 'l'irng chi0c lA gua
theo giti roi roi, xtip chdng I6n go mh nhu lrrp ngoi.
Th[m ngbi qui hai chAn, hai tav girr ch{t hai chdo
kh5n, mirt mlr to nhin rdo tfiur urr) bia con uot nrroc
scrn, ndt milt drim chi6u, tu lu'. Tdi cfing nghe long 1'0n
tinh. Toi nhiri go mi tu&ng nhu 6ng ngoai tdi nXrn d6
lflu lfirn lbi, nliu r.:lrInh criv gira, hAng crau, hing rlua liia,
nhu chinh bhu triri vcri rirng chibu d6 thArtr kia.'t6i
khdng th{v tong builn nirir. Nhil'ng kf niOrn crlr r-riii tiilp
nhau hiOu ra uhu 6ng ngo4i toi dung ngbi b0n kb cho
t6i nghe, chidc do bi ba vlt vai, nguoi su:c mui mb troi
vir mrii thu6c le. MQt con chim diu ria ldng tr6n nhanh
gua v€ thong dong nhdn hq, thinh thofing nghiCng diiu
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lthrn xudlrg chun! tdi nill nruiin nrii: rr t- dnq Ttr nirnr
dril'. Di-v Irr ch<i citu rng'l'Lr nrir,.'['iiinS I'irirnr Lhi t-riirn
b€rr trti toi, hft dlu tu l[rc nito tiri khdn,r hav:
n--...Ildi <)ug TLt nrii ciu crriii ctrng, anh bidt khong,
onp, 'I'u' btroc lcrn vi noi: -- u ()uq coi t6i dt^ry... 'I-di giri
riii crirdL cirng vua... Nhtur4 thring chAu toi sE drinh girip
dhtr bon thhv lti cira dnu... > Ltic d6 em vtta hi xd ra
ciut, quhn iro cm lrich to'i tA. Phia sau thiing linh con
chq.y lxtcrn theo cit diirr toc em. ()ng Ttr n6i chtra hdt
cAt, thiing Nhidu dd 116 sring. lim clr4v tui drn ong Tu
l0n. Minir mhv dng 'I'u rlinr mriu, con em thi ghn nhn
trh r trubng...

1'6i q.ray lai nhin lhiur, nguc rrhir\n thdl' Thirn giin
nh r <[iDm nhidn, moi khirn4 r'un, urroc mit khdng clrtiy,
chi co nhin dlm dd.m viio ti[rn mt) bia nhu dang tirn kiejm
cai gi.

-- ... Ong i-u cir6t nhu vfy t16, m[t mir trring trring
chi.ug scr gi thnng Nhi6u. 'Ituing Nhi6u th{1' vfy hoirng
sq h6 chay. Em crii xuting vudt m6t 6ng Ttr. Ong Ttr
nglre loi em nh5.m mft tai nhu ngtrtri ydn ngfr...

l'h[m im rfit lf,u, vfin khdng roi mXt t{m m0 hia, rbi
niun lfly tay tdi:

-- ThOi di vE, anh. Ong Tu ndm cIAv cflng ydn {m
Linr rbi. Em nhcr h6m nio 6ng co noi vtyi em: < Ong
ch$ng udc gi hcrn nfra, chi mong thXng Hi0n duo'c di
ddrth gi{c, con Ong thi chiri thing gi[c mQt cdu rbi nXm
xuting rnflnh ttlit xd nhd mir 5'6n ngiri r.

f ai chtng tOi di doc theo bcv kinh tr& vb. Nhirng tia
nfrrrg cdn rctt lai h6i ha vuon ddi toi chd chung tdi,
chiSu l[p klnh trdn mdt kinh. Ddng kinh trong xanh soi
rd ohfi'ng con c[ viy loring hac lQi tung tirng, nhtng
brli rong u6n io t6a nhibu mAu sirc. Gifra dong, nhfrng
chiic la kh6 trdi di blng hirng, ndi dudi nhau nhu.'mQt
hirrg quAni dni bflt tin. Th[m gd mQt chi6n]6 vuong
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tr6n t6c qrr[ng xudnq dr)ng kinh, chidc lri xoay di rn6t
vong r6i ildi vr,'rt rii.'l'ir:inr nhin ihco cho ir.r'i khi chi6c
la nr0it hrit, kh[ th6' dt\i hiii tdi ] ':

-- .Enr d6 auh chidc la do sE tlOi toi rliiu?
Tdi lihdng hi6u j, Th[m, tlap:

- No sG tiip dAu tlo lhdi, & mifv chAn ehu, virm nil.r()itg
ki d:lr'...

fhirn lHc dhu:
_. i(h6ng driu, no sE trdi lndn ra t6.i sdng l6n, t0t

bi6n. Anh coi no trdi di h{m h6' thd kia.
IhXm nguoc nhin tdi, hai hirng mi d:\i che rcrp b6ng

tdi hai mirL:

- Nr)' mai anh cfing sE nhu chitjc l[ kia th6i, chffng
biet sE di t<yi phuong troi ndo. VA cfing ching biC;t
ngoai hitin c& rninh rnO:rg anh co nhty toi dong kinh
nhii nti1, khong ?

Tdi hi6u ra, bdt cuo'i, noi:

- Em hi6u anh nhu th6 nrio mi noi vdy ? Anh Iam
Jao qucln rluoc... Chinh anir u6ng nuoc dong kinh nAy
md lon lc\n...

'[h[m mim cubi, c[ri sat vao mdt tdi, ghn ddn n5i iOi
nhin thf,y mft Th[m rQng nhu mr)t dong sdng. f i6ng
l'him tlong vEt nhu ti6ng nuo'c ctriy:

- Em biet dAu chuyQn rt6... Nhtrng em ch&ng bhiu
ogbi dAy mi dqi... Em sE rii theo anh...

- LArn sao ?

- ... O tr'6n d6 co clon vi n& niro & ghn bQ dQi
khOng?

- C6 do'n vi thanh nidn xung phong.

- Ern sE di thanh nidn xung phoug.
Tu'd6 cho toi khi vE nhA 'I'h[m khOng noi gi nria.

Ddm tlo-toi ngir lai nhi chi Bn Btt'trc, i.rrti dgrn rtgtt,rlll['i
diit phiringoAi bubng Thrittt, clri ciich giurrng 'l'Jriur rnr',t
tiirn phcl rn6ng. Drirn do ir.r'i lrer 3io chuo'ng lanli I-rti6l,
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(iJi ih;im ltrnh qLta lhn d'irn khic{n toi khong n;ii du'o'c'
(iiia khu-va, dam con chi lJa Dtruc thiLc gitic ch+v tlirirrr
tir ;t ra' i'ao h6i t6i het r:huvQn nAy tdi chul,dirtrkhrLc
iiir ong d6 toi ;'dn dug'c nrot phut. Bdn [r'ong, tdi cfrng nghc
Ti irnr lln tr& Iuon. 'I'r't.r'i rlAm mAv ngrrng, tdi da-i- cutiri
dQm, khE hd t6m phc\n r:i'a dtr.ns rr\o irr\n irong t'iich
ixr6ng. 'lhiim tiir ngii r'6n, rno[ lttv crrn niu chdo khiirr
tri,ur ircn tclc, mr)t luy rllii ldn ngri'c clttu ltin ilf,o xudng
dEu d6u thco nhip lhiv. I)6 li lhn cu6i cirng t6i nhiu
th.{1,Thirm. Sau d6 toi trlng dbng di vb nirir th[m ba
mrr tdi [ruo'c khi vE v6'i d<rn vi h<) d0i, ltic xrim [ar;g con
chua thii'c.

fdi lb ioi nha thi co'n tlOn.; dir rlri'r, anh SAu Thie\n
di bao chuyQn tdi dutvc di iro rioi ciir-r i,.r rnh toi 1,i6t (kirong
bi,it do dr)u ma anh biil lOi iliing i ra di), rnir tdi mt'ng
r'6' chrty ra don tOi mir nuoc m[l con r]orrg lrdn mA.
Ni m c16 ma trii dd thanh ilrlrroi uiir hfin rbi, m6. clh,v vi{t
rhln, gioi nro'c rnt"rt khdrrg chfrr' xuijng ducrc cir nhtie
oi irdng m{t inir i.oi vira vui vt'a bubir, thal tQi nghigp.

'fdi di thiing vao ch6 ba tdi nirn. Ba tdi hhOng ctrn
hi.i thn6c ducrc nria, nhrrng clu bublrg vin con nbng
nf c mtri thudc. Tdi rldn sll bdn, ba tdi lin ltiri'ng nlrin
ra tdi, ngo d5m cllm l6n trhrr nhir nhrr dang tim liiiir:r
cai gi. ifiar tdi dung bin th{1' vi.rl' thi sirl sil kh6c. 'I'rcn
hu;r tiro, lrinir(1) dng ngoai tOihiinmap mo'sauldnkiroi
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nhanq, in bonq lung linh lOn tiliu k1'tritng c6 vi.;t ihir
dln con chuir riio mirc, khien clinh cang ttitrg tlt0;lr .'i
bubn thani (lon rnto muti'p xrr long tlLi,l c() vitt, c}:iirt
toi riii udn corrq rnintf lri'ng th i'rrg tli ra ugoiri'"sAu ;rhcri
nhng. Chcrt ba loi ho mr)t tring dii liii nrii ltip h[1i n]rr
danu tlon{ con md: - < f b cht mi[r' thinq linh, chirng
drinh toirn ctiv vrrt'lng, bi6u(1) tiiixtt'ong t'li\ocoll ngttydn
duo.'c chiv... > 'l't)i lir rnri tdi horing so om liiv ba trri,
nhrurg sau cI6 lra tdi nhu tinh nr, qrrav llri noi voi tdi,
gisng hdt su'c tu' nhi6n:

- Iliil rld lri con?

- Dq.

- \'trir qua con dtinh mOt trin qau da l[rn hl?

- Da, thi con cirng nhrr unh em.
Ila tdi ]xit cu'ili ha hi, gic.rng crrtri nghe vtti ttttri, sing

khoai, chii.lg mfiv ch6c xua tan clrrh u bubn cira ciin nhir:

- IIay thi phili bi6l- hal', di') thi phii bidt tl&, {v mcri
la ngubi chch ur4ng con ir. l'ao tu&ng mav la thing
I<hdng ra gi, tt! rrr cai trinh a lrrc lSng >(:) cira nriv vO
tr{n mqc lai ducrcviQc, hi lri...

Ila tdi nXm vin m<)t chirtcho dd rneL, th& ra nhe nhe,
rbi ha th?ip giong, nshie\rl liirhc :

- Tt)' ya\', nav nrai. vri irr) tfdi, thn[ tinh phii cho
thrihn thric nghcn-corr. 6'troug rirrn vi doug, [Ap th6 lon,
urinh mA linr dibu gi sai sot tlri girldibu l.rilt lo'i clirlfrn'.
Nin tu lidc irh6 tcri viQc l6'n tlltrr phrii hoc t,ip rtuh cnr
hdt, cd gitng l.lreo kip anh crn, dirng dii bO tri. ]IiLrh cu
n{liT don giin nhu vhy: ban be' ddng ridi chitng kirac
ciri zrnh em ru<)t tirit mr)t nhir, rninh rna tr{r'rh ni chin"6n
chi thi ctng tnh c.mminh tiu'rli:,3 chiu cir.r lihdng ai v0
d6. Co.r nlio' iiri.l,rir diln, g+p vic\c gi iiho tiri xurt-r prron3
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grl'.'ng nr1u. Con dtrcrc di nhrr r-Av ba nra lf,v lrini vui vE

vt\n tilnr l.'irn cho chin,t co rli6u chi phii to d*iu. i.v la
; , .^.,i.1 , .btr na biO:"rrhA minh ngh,)o, cAch mang thuong moi
Eei con c1i do...

Ilr t6i miip milv urdi mim cuoi vuirir:
-- 'fao hbi dd di du kich hoii chi no: ducrc di b0 dOi

mdl ngAv cfrng th6a. Nhung ttri luc sfip dttoc tu5'6n chgn
thilhing TAy vdu b6ng via di clua lay rlhu hAng... \{ny
bf,v gicr li may l5rn do nghen !

Ba tdi bit ho mQt trdng dai, lilng di mQt luc rbi quay
m{l di, n6i:

-. 'fhdi con rli di... d6 ba nghi mQt chut. Nhty nhfin
lo'i ba thirm auh em dryn vi... Cd; bhn chdt duoc thXng
M! nno thi vidt thtt bato cho ba bidt. Ba chua chdt truoc
ngar thXng IIi thua rldrr...

B r tdi rnu6n ugbi dA1' nhung khOng guq'ng nbi, dua
tay so' soang trdn chidu, cndi cirng nhu vd tinh chr:p
nhhm tay tdi. Nhfrng ngon tev khd ruong cria ba tOi xidt
vao tav tdi cung nhn sft khidn tdi tlau nhoi. Sau d6 ba
tdi vdi bu6ng tdi ra ti6p trrc srr so4ng, vO co cdt ti6ng rhy
ma l6i:

- Ba dE cho con no di rnau mau nghen, cfing dung
co Ih6c loc lAm chi.tsA co tat mau nucrc m[t qua,kh6c
cA dOi chua h6t nucrc mfit hnv sao? Coi soan quhn ao
tr)i r;6i ndo cdn lAnh dtra c,ho no dem cli, t6i nXm mQt
ctr6 ch&ng chn chi... l'hirng Hi6n, ba bi6u di sao cdn
ditng cto ?

Tr,[ 1i1 nhi ngoai tirf,v mii toi d[ sfp xdp db rlac cho
tdi t'h}, mQt viin, ttr6'rrg ir)i phii rii hXng xi' moi dem
theo h6t ducvc. Neoii quhn 5La, vdng, mtrng. ni-ldng che
tnua, tnA toi con s()arl ra ci cdi bi hAryitr, toi rlung
ccrrn goi thu& con di ciriiu ti'Au, chi tir rii toi thbi m6i

(r ) cai.
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khi xap tr4n r o'i iui thtng Doi. TrAi vo'i loi rl{n cira ba
tdi, rn[ tdi cri'bAm ridt l-0i khdng chiu liri, dtjn b[i'a.,.rorn
cu chdn{.I ttt-ia nhin tdi khong t"ur dtt'o'c gi. 'foi long r'6rr

rAng, hirdn v'.ri IIn l6n ndn ciinr, chting tlriet qi to'i dIr
u6ng. (iiua btlrr co unh Shu Thidn L,.r'i cirug [n, chi ccr

anh la [n nhi6u. Arrh cutri noi hur.en thidn:

- Elubn cfing cuc mA v'iri r6i cflng cuc, v{y lam sao
ddy? Hay cfr nhtr Loi s6ng ddc thAn, khdng nhr\ khong
cfra ?

lla tdi th6' dai, noi:

; lluy thi vui bubn theo cf, xorn rlo Sim d.
Atr corir xong-, bitit ch&ng con cAch gi d6 giri' tdi, mA

tOi tim lo'i niiv lcri ng c[n d{n cdt aE gi& t6i drrcrc phtt
nao hay phut {5,. I(hdng nhtr ba tdi, ma tdi chi < g6'i
lcvi th5m ngtroi chi hu,v >, va diur di d{n lai rnfii cau: -
< Noi li nguoi xI Nhcyn Hoa ngutri ta ktr[c bitjt con A >.

Cu6i ctng ma tdi ldy trong tiri ao la cei < buu mong
cop > (tdi d[ qu[ng ddu tu hbi vao du kich tr.r'i gicr), deo
vAo c6 cho tdi. tsidt tdi chf,ng tin gi vao vat vO tri do
m5 tdi c6 noi lfiy ldng tdi: - < Nt-r khdug che duo-c
mud'i cfing che duoc mdt con a. Cira irng bil ta tlu,rEn
lai, con cd giii' lflv >. Toi vir anh Sr{u Thi0n ra tryi sau
vucrr-r, mir tdi cdn ch4t' theo:

- Cd ma 5.n & hilrn liruh nghcncon, c6 nhu r{1'anh
em ngrto'i ta mtyi thuong, m<vi st"rn s6c giup dir cho.

- Da.

- 
-fudng pha ngoai miil" triin thi phii nin gi[i' gin,

bom dan no chfing chiu tranh minh cho rldLr.

- Bom dan thing trI$ con ching scr.

- Thi darrh chdt ba no hdt chcr sg't{i. Nhung rnir con
hdy ngire ltvi mri, rnh ciri co mQt minh con.

_ Da.

- Con chul'Qn nha...
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"l'ili n6i con gi(l livn. rrrirn cirr- r.r n liro xiro. Anh Siu
1'hi.'r.. (ltrrrq la rnot goc .l6t thu.ic hLit rrhh tirng ctlrtr
l:it li lrrrr"ru tiri.o rli6. (luiii crrnq rnli l.oi nhet liro. ltii litr
tdi lilri diiir cu l:r, ltrii llL ,, rnrllr ciro lta c()D [htl'Iru cou
.lu rqrliri ili xa nc\;r.'iin lrtrn r.'l'tii rIi xa, clicir nri[-r'tltt'rlt
rLI()lI! r1.,uv Iai cirrr llrii-r' ntri tr)i dti rg nhin thro, tlirtrg
nq:riri nlrii nhrin t'ria rrri li,i 11;'r.',' chiic nlrr'rir tli trdn nEn
c'irt tthlr miir. xhnr, phrlr slrrr hirrg rl[r'r tlr.li bon3 ctto lr{dt.

(;hibu hOnr do dorr vi chring tdi l6n cluirng.

i'di so4n g6i quiin ao thr'[r'r'61 ra cfli ]i]rln choirngcira
I'hiim, chinh c;ii khirn tr)i ilii lilv 1r6i'I'hhm r)gatY rrio
drri'i gtic cd.v:-ntr n,'I'rii lf,-r'hlriur qirfrn lOn cb rbi ciurg
tii , dt)i rir sen taP hop.

i)di hinh ctcvn ri rIi tloc Itreo xorn, truoc khi b[ngdbng
di ngrro'c lc\n htrti'ug iiiic.

'i-r'ollg lrr-rng tdi uh{p nhotr)g ctla nhti'ng tdng ci5' trtroc
cii', nhd, bA con xir \lho'n Flirrr r-rt clri'ng cltrrt titin r:htiirg
tdi Nhfi'ng chi phu ni' ily bbng con, nhfrns cd gii khin
trum liin miit durr tir\n chLrng t6i bing nhfr'ng nrl crtri
kir ctho vi\ nhii'ng irnh rnli shn.q long lanh. Nhff'ng tlira
tr6 quiin ito nqiru t'[in ci"n ho.'ic & tntbng chen nhau
drirg philr lnroc, ctti'a nuo vtvi lo tltrcrc khh-.r sring chting
t6i thi cu'tli rti lcln lihodi chi. (lric ong leo ttirug pl-ri:r sru
hti' thutic cuo'i l<hr\ khr\ lrirn chrrvfn rcri nhan. Cric bA

liil iri:r t.ir tit'r-lq ciriiip si t1r)t, iri)i lltr tlitlp:
-- l',.,i l;iv tIi cirtirn3 ni,r tr'<-r' lr.ri?

,rrt
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- Dtrirrg di bd ddi trflm prruurlg n{jrrrr n6o ltitit clill
mi tinh tnrcrc mh cri ! - Chi6n si vui vE drrp lai.

- i) ttri tlo cfrng hiet veil', rtiit cfinq co bi ron... Ilir]u
lir tui bir-v danh :iiic gi6i.

- Ttri }li' con trlr lai, m[ nh[n tin cho ttti con birit.
]{dt chidn si nhi1, c}n lcn noi. 'fil;p t}rco c0 ai trdi

giAng bai hat <Cliiitt si nring dittn; chut sau, giSng
hqp ca di nbi ldn. tieing triim lriin-r vang tli kh:ip cr'rc

khu vrton, ho' nrrto'ng. yrutg la to'i ngoiri rudng ltir:
X:lu liiu l,ii cltttgt lu nqu1;[ ttdnq cl(ut
Dt rtriu qudn tlinh T'dg, naq Id Vi qudc (Iodn...

MItt trbi dang chhv l6n trong gio' phrit ctriji cirurt ciia
mQt ngal', nlruorn tlri ci mQt vtrng tro'i phia Diing l'hrip
Muoi, doi hong xudng mirt s6ng Vdm C6 sang lohng
nhu guong. XIdt bhi' chiur r[rt ngrlnq irdn tliiu, mdt ht'rt
vAo chirn triri, chi con dti lai nh[i'n{.t chf,m tlcn lr0n nbn
md.v mAu hbr:g. 6clr nhrti, con trltrrg ]riri diiu trOi gi<.rng

bln hg'p ca thudng ngav ciur chrine, r'r[t hoLr hcrp v0i
tidng ca ct'ra chting t6i. Da,i hinh ttii tr-u'o'tr sitn dinh 6ng
Ht3 vua lirc br\i hzlt toi cio:rn rlidp lihtic sOi n6i nh[r't:

Rd ,tdt do at'? l)o ddn

Bd i6t ui at ? Vt ddrt...

Chi6n si vd tay viro h:iug sung, viv nrin ch:\o lAng
xorn. Tdi ciing hdi hi thiro khi"rir 6' c6 ra. Chiro qu0
hu'crng. Chr\o crinh tlbng Thrip llttiri, con sOng VAm C6l
Chao sArr riinh dnq IIb, I)Iun I-n I-6i Trtti, con kinh,
ho' rudirg, liil' tre...

- Antr Hir\n, rna clrl lrei grii cho trr-rh c/ri na5:,

-\,[<)t rlri'ir ,.hii ii]rr\ng itiiil. corr nl:ir lri chzl;; chen trong
(:,'ri hinir 'ri,r, gl,ii rrro i,rv toi mr)t qoi nht). I)o ln goi
tiin!l'oi qirl i'.r ra ih;[r'::lri'irq tri rid', lrqc lticJr buom,
lru'i riiii i,,. lriir: ,L'r rniri {- t.l r yit l1r.,i .l..ic. }il c(i.l rl5.
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dArh dum c{t gidu s6 tibn do tu hbi nr\o. giir moi ui&
rr, lgrii theo cho toi tirir'. 'l'idp t.heo co nhi6u tlira.,nh&
clrrly Lhec''gitii vio tav trii nhfrng goi nhu*vd1' nira.
I(hong c6 uhi nr'ro cho tr)i d[r s6 tibn toi mu.-'InQt chidc
kh5n, mr)[ thtrnc vrii. Ltic tto tdi rnoi bidt bi con x[ tdi
nghdo qnii nhu v{r'...

-- I{idn oi, dLi'ng lai rnd bi6u chut coi !

Bir IIai 'l'riiu lih[n k]riu slrt sd dang chay tdt b6t phia
sau hirng quiin. Ila v6n khr)ng co con chriu tlt! sai bio
nhu' nhii'ng nurrui khzlc.

- 'Ia khdng con tlbng L,ac ndo trong tiri, rnAy chm
theo mdy lit gao cho tao vrri ldng. Hi0n !

Bi Hai 'fliiu dua tdi mQl. bi bong grlo nirng triu cdn
tho:n mui tr{u va mui rcynr moi...

EQi hinh tlcvn vi di tldn cu6i xonr, bii hdt cffng vua
ddn doan chot:

... Vi ddn, ul ddn md thbi...
Qudn ld ci, ddn li nr<tc...

C ridn si hrit lo'n, tidng vang dQi viro trrug cirn nha"
Hai bin duong, hAng rlua nghidng ugi duo'i gio, nhiing
tiu ki dliy rlua nhLr nhii'ng cAnh ta1, vi1,. fir giir hAng
cau hang dua, tidng song lua song c6 ri rao, con sOng
chii'r irn 6...

- Eua tay dtiy, IIidn !

Nlud'i chi6n si rli trno'c niu tdi ntriry qua mQt mucrng
nudc n& tim l;dng ltrc binh. 'foi x6c ba-ld brr6'c ra
ngo,ri ruQng. Gi6 dbng thbi lqng khidn tdi mudn ngQp
thiv. Nhfi'ng tia n[ng cudi ctng tlii tit, bhu tn.r'i chuvlin
san6, rnArt xanh xarn, sao hom vi\ mdt vai ngoi sao khdrc

b5t ilu mgc sdng long lanh i mOt goc tro'i. Tt)i chuyGn
bi grro qua vai ph&i, bitt diiu tli dbu bu'oc..

Don vi hanh qu'in elio ddn khi lu'ng shng, ur{t
trr)i lcn...
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